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The weary came to rest

and finish their labors.

Pale night covers

The fields of the Jezreel Valley.

Dew underneath and moonlight above,
From the Beit Alpha to Nahalal.

Oh, what a night of nights

Silence over Jezreel

Sleep dear Valley, land of glorious beauty
We will guard you.

The sea of grain is swaying,

the song of the flocks rings out,
This is my country and her fields,
This is the Jezreel Valley.

Bless my country reveler

From Beit Alpha to Nahalal.

Oh what ...

Mount Gilboa is darkened

A horse gallops from shadow to shadow.
Avoice is carried high.

Over the fields of the Jezreel Valley.
Who is shot? who has fallen?

Between Beit Alpha and Nahalal.

Oh what ...
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September 11, 1921

Moshav Nahalal, the first moshav ha’ovdim (workers settlement), is founded in the northwest
Jezreel valley about halfway between Haifa and Afula. The moshav was founded by 80 families
who had come to the Land of Israel during the second aliyah (1904-1914) and who had lived and
worked in a variety of villages and even some of the earliest kibbutzim.

The initial settlers in Nahalal wished to create a new type of agricultural settlement that blended
some of the communal principles of the kibbutz but also allowed for private ownership of land.
Each founding family received 25 acres of land. The founding principles of the moshav at
Nahalal were:

A. National land — land given to settlers on lease, in order to prevent trade in land

B. Independent work — that the settler would work his farm helped by his family, without paid
work.

C. Mutual assistance — individual assistance when necessary, by physical work or financial
assistance.

D. Communal buying and selling — enabled farmers to direct most of their energies to work on
their farms, preventing the need to market the produce or buy the necessary farm needs. Also to
prevent competition on prices of products between the members.

E. Hebrew Language

Beit Alpha, a kibbutz, was founded in 1922 by immigrants from Poland.
Them’s Fighting Words
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We are the men, without name, without
ken,

Who forever face terror and death.

We serve our cause for the length of our
lives

A service which ends with our breath.

Chorus

In the days that are red with the flow of our
blood,

In the nights of the blackest despair,
Through the length and the breadth of our
land,

we shall raise our banner of strength
without fear.

Not driven like slaves at the master’s
command,

forced to die at the stranger’s behest,
We dream of the time when our people
and land,

by freedom and peace will be blessed.

Chorus

When death we shall meet in the house, in
the street,

put to rest in the silence of night.

Our places left void, will resound to the
feet

of the thousands now come to the fight.

The tears of our mothers bereft of their
sons,

And the blood that our heroes have spilt,
shall be the cement — our bodies the
bricks.

And thus will our land be rebuilt.
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