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Rav Soloveitchik

The mother explained to Jacob her son that the field does not have to be a place
of impurity. Judaism believes that the field in all of its forms and transformations,
with as speedy expansion and captivating glint, can be beautiful and glorious
provided that Esau the agnostic, the materialist, the coarse, the cynical denier,
does not remain in sole control. Jacob, you can bring refinement to the field, you
are able to hallow it. Through you the field will be exalted. You should know that
Esau finds no peace of mind in the field, the work there does not satisfy him. He
is tired and dispirited. “And Esau came in from the field, and he was faint”

my son, learn how to go out to the field, learn how to struggle for “the dew of the
heavens and the fat places of the earth”: do not allow Esau to rule over all! Learn
to hold a Gemara, to say the afternoon service, to observe Sabbath and kashruth
and educate children to Torah not only in the warm tents of Shem and Eber, but
also in distant Haran, in the field. There you will hold a Gemara in one hand and
a plough in the other to subdue the ground, and the sword to defend yourself.

Rav Yoel Bin- Nun
From the exilic Yaakov there emerges Yisrael, who fights with all his strength.
Yisrael may be injured, but he will not be vanquished. Then, once again, Yaakov



receives the same blessing he received from Yitzchak, this time having
demonstrated that he has truly acquired “the hands of Esav.” He no longer needs
to resort to deception; he is now able to maintain “the voice of Yaakov” while at
the same time using his hands in a real struggle...

This suggests that it is neither Yaakov who is blessed by Yitzchak, through
Divine inspiration, nor Esav. The figure who actually received the blessings —
possessing “the hands of Esav’ while his voice was “the voice of Yaakov”
(Bereishit 27:22) — did not yet exist. Only after twenty years of living in Lavan’s
household, during which Yaakov grew accustomed to placing “the skins of the
kids of goats” (27:16) upon his hands, did this figure come into being.
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