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I recall years back hearing a talk by mori ve-rabbi Rav Yitzchak Hutner zt”l regarding the 
relationship between berit Avraham and berit Noach (God’s covenants with Avraham and 
Noach). As he put it, did berit Avraham come “on top” of the foundation of berit Noach, or 
was it meant to replace it? Rav Hutner wished to learn from Rabbeinu 
Yona (Berakhot 49a) that the latter was the case, and he took Shabbat as the test case. 
Jews, of course, are commanded not to work on Shabbat. However, Chazal interpreted 
the verse, “Summer and winter, day and night shall not cease” (Bereishit 8:22) as 
teaching us that Benei Noach (descendants of Noach, i.e. general humanity) are always 
obligated to work; in fact, a gentile who refrains from melakha (labor) on Shabbat is 
punished! (See Sanhedrin 58b.) Evidently, concluded Rav Hutner, the universal value of 
“[They] shall not cease” has been countervailed within our more specific Jewish context. 
Thus, the new berit is meant to replace the old. 
I do not adopt this general approach; in fact, I think quite the contrary is true. Whatever is 
demanded of us as part of Kenesset Yisrael does not negate what is demanded of us 
simply as human beings on a universal level, but rather comes in addition.  

  

 )די-אי ,'ה םירבד( )י-ז ,'כ תומש(
 .=יהAֶ-אֱ 'ה =וְּצִ רשֶׁאֲכַּ וֹשׁדְּקַלְ תבָּשַּׁהַ םוֹי תאֶ רוֹמשָׁ .וֹשׁדְּקַלְ תבָּשַּׁהַ םוֹי תאֶ רוֹכזָ

 דבֹעֲתַּ םימִיָ תשֶׁשֵׁ

 .=תֶּכְאלַמְ לכָּ תָישִׂעָוְ

 דבֹעֲתַּ םימִיָ תשֶׁשֵׁ

 .=תֶּכְאלַמְ לכָּ תָישִׂעָוְ

 הכָאלָמְ לכָ השֶׂעֲתַ אֹל  =יהAֶ-אֱ 'הלַ תבָּשַׁ יעִיבִשְּׁהַ םוֹיוְ

 =תֶּבִוּ =נְבִוּ התָּאַ

 =תֶּמְהֶבְוּ =תְמָאֲוַ =דְּבְעַ

  

 .=ירֶעָשְׁבִּ רשֶׁאֲ =רְגֵוְ

 =יהAֶ-אֱ 'הלַ תבָּשַׁ יעִיבִשְּׁהַ םוֹיוְ

 הכָאלָמְ לכָ השֶׂעֲתַ אֹל

 =תֶּבִוּ =נְבִוּ התָּאַ

 =תֶמָאֲוַ =דְּבְעַוְ

 =תֶּמְהֶבְּ לכָוְ <רְמֹחֲוַ <רְוֹשׁוְ
 =ירֶעָשְׁבִּ רשֶׁאֲ =רְגֵוְ

 .=וֹמכָּ =תְמָאֲוַ =דְּבְעַ חַוּניָ ןעַמַלְ

 םימִיָ תשֶׁשֵׁ יכִּ
 לכָּ תאֶוְ םיָּהַ תאֶ ץרֶאָהָ תאֶוְ םיִמַשָּׁהַ תאֶ 'ה השָׂעָ
 םבָּ רשֶׁאֲ
 יעִיבִשְּׁהַ םוֹיּבַּ חנַיָּוַ
 .וּהשֵׁדְּקַיְוַ תבָּשַּׁהַ םוֹי תאֶ 'ה Nרַבֵּ ןכֵּ לעַ

 תָּרְכַזָוְ
 םשָּׁמִ <יהֶֹל-אֱ 'ה <אֲצִֹיּוַ םיִרַצְמִ ץרֶאֶבְּ תָייִהָ דבֶעֶ יכִּ
 היָוּטנְ עַֹרזְבִוּ הקָזָחֲ דיָבְּ
 =יהAֶ-אֱ 'ה =וְּצִ ןכֵּ לעַ
 .תבָּשַּׁהַ םוֹי תאֶ תוֹשׂעֲלַ
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