The Burden of Holy Clothing
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I. THE STRANGE SUBJECT OF TETZAVEH
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1. Exodus 27

(20) You shall further instruct the Israelites to bring you clear oil
of beaten olives for lighting, for kindling lamps regularly. (21) Aa-
ron and his sons shall set them up in the Tent of Meeting, outside
the curtain which is over [the Ark of] the Pact, [to burn] from
evening to morning before the Lorbp. It shall be a due from the

Israelites for all time, throughout the ages.

2. Exodus 28

(1) You shall bring forward your brother Aaron, with his sons,
from among the Israclites, to serve Me as priests: Aaron, Nadab
and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, the sons of Aaron. (2) Make sa-
cral vestments for your brother Aaron, for dignity and adornment.
(3) Next you shall instruct all who are skillful, whom I have en-
dowed with the gift of skill, to make Aaron’s vestments, for conse-

crating him to serve Me as priest.

3. Exodus 28

(40) And for Aaron’s sons also you shall make tunics, and make
sashes for them, and make turbans for them, for dignity and adorn-
ment. (41) Put these on your brother Aaron and on his sons as well;
anoint them and ordain them and consecrate them to serve Me as
priests. (42) You shall also make for them linen breeches to cover
their nakedness; they shall extend from the hips to the thighs. (43)
They shall be worn by Aaron and his sons when they enter the
Tent of Meeting or when they approach the altar to officiate in the
sanctuary, so that they do not incur punishment and die. It shall

be a law for all time for him and for his offspring to come.




Il. THE KOHEN GADOL’'S BURDEN
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4, Ramban, Exodus 28:2

“For splendor and beauty” — this means that he be distinguished
and glorified with garments of distinction and beauty, just as Scrip-
ture says, “as a bridegroom puts on a priestly diadem” (Is. 61:10).
For these garments [of the High Priest] correspond in their forms
to garments of royalty, which monarchs wore at the time when the

Torah was given. ...

S. Exodus 28

(38) It shall be on Aaron’s forehead, that Aaron shall vé-nasa
the ‘avon arising from the holy things that the Israclites con-
secrate, from any of their sacred donations; it shall be on his fore-
head at all times, to win acceptance (/é-7atzon) for them be-
fore the LORD.

6. Leviticus 5

(1) If a person incurs guilt — When one has heard a public impre-
cation but (although able to testify as having either seen or learned
of the matter) has not given information and thus is subject to

punishment.

7. Exodus 34

(7) extending kindness to the thousandth generation, forgiving
iniquity, transgression, and sin — yet not remitting all punish-
ment, but visiting the iniquity of parents upon children and chil-

dren’s children, upon the third and fourth generations.”

8. Rashi, Exodus 28:38
“vé-nasa Aharon” — an expression of forgiveness. Nevertheless, it
does not lose its ordinary meaning: Aaron bears the load of inig-

uity, so that it follows that the iniquity is lifted off the holy things.

9. Exodus 28

(29) Aaron shall carry the names of the sons of Isracl on the
breastpiece of decision over his heart, when he enters the sanctuary,

for remembrance before the LORD at all times.
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10. Exodus 28

(11) On the two stones you shall make seal engravings — the work
of a lapidary — of the names of the sons of Israel. Having bordered
them with frames of gold, (12) attach the two stones to the shoul-
der-pieces of the ephod, as stones for remembrance of the Israelite
people, whose names Aaron shall carry upon his two shoulder-

pieces for remembrance before the Lorp.

I1l. THE PURPOSE OF THE BURDEN
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11. Numbers 10

(9) When you are at war in your land against an aggressor who at-
tacks you, you shall sound short blasts on the trumpets, that you
may be remembered before the LorD your God and be deliv-
ered from your enemies. (10) And on your joyous occasions — your
fixed festivals and new moon days — you shall sound the trumpets
over your burnt offerings and your sacrifices of well-being. They
shall be a reminder of you before your God: I, the LOoRD, am
your God.

12. Ibn Ezra, Ibid.

[9] The alarm also serves as a reminder to the people to cry out to

God.

[10] The trumpets were sounded so that Israel would hear that the
burnt offerings were being offered and that they should direct their
hearts to God.

13. Rambam, Laws of Repentance

[Introductory Title] There is one positive mitzvah, and this is that

a person returns from their sin before God and confess.

[1:1] If a person transgresses any of the mirzvor of the Torah,
whether a positive command or a negative command — whether
willingly or inadvertently — when he repents, and returns from his
sin, he must confess before God, blessed be He. As it states: ...
This is verbal confession. This confession is a positive command-

ment.




