Sanctuaries and Sanctity #4

Tzfat: Kabbalah, Prayer and Graves:
Different Ways to God

Themes of Today:

Prayer outside the synagogue — how can you connect to God in other places:
Outdoors
In the Bet Midrash
Graves

An in-depth tour of Tzfat, especially the synagogues

Prayer and customs that come from Tzfat
Should You Pray in the Bet Midrash?

Berachot 8 Rabbi Hiyya bar Ami said in the name of Ulla: Since the day the
Temple,, was destroyed, the Holy One, Blessed be He, has only one place in His
world only the four cubits where the study of halakha is undertaken.

Abaye said: At first | studied in the house and prayed in the synagogue. Once |
heard what Rabbi Hiyya bar Ami said in the name of Ulla: Since the day the
Temple was destroyed, the Holy One, Blessed be He, has only one place in His
world, only the four cubits of halakha alone | pray only where | study.

Rabbi Ami and Rabbi Asi, despite the fact that they had thirteen synagogues in
Tiberias, they would only pray between the pillars where they studied.

Maimonides, Mishneh Torah Hilchot Tefilah 8:3 A house of study is superior
to a synagogue. Eminent sages, notwithstanding that there were many
synagogues in their towns, only prayed in the places where they were engaged
in the study of the Torah. It is understood that congregational services are [also0]
held there.

Shulhan Arukh Orach Hayim 90:18 A fixed study hall is more holy than a
synagogue, and it is a mitzvah to pray in it more so than in a synagogue -- and
this is if one can pray there with 10.

Rema And even so, one should not accustom oneself to do so, since they should
not teach the common people ("amei ha'aretz") from it so that they ignore the
synagogue.



Should You Pray Outside?

Berachot 34 Rav Kahana said: | consider impudent one who prays in a field.
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Should You Pray at Graves?

N2NI(RY): QWM YNINT 2ivN D'MOR DO WX iNA1 N2 11ayn 32 X' X7 (*) n* oA
DTN IR YT VT QIR IR0

Devarim 18:10-11 Let no one be found among you who consigns a son or
daughter to the fire, or who is an augur, a soothsayer, a diviner, a sorcerer, one
who casts spells, or one who consults ghosts or familiar spirits, or one who
inquires of the dead.

Taanit 16a And why do they go out to the cemetery on a fast day? Again, Rabbi
Levi bar Hama and Rabbi Hanina disagree with regard to this matter. One said
this is as though to say: We are like the dead before You. And one said that one
goes out to the cemetery in order that the deceased will request mercy on our
behalf. What is the practical difference between them? The practical difference
between them concerns graves of gentiles.
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Maimonides Commentary on the Mishnah Sanhedrin 10 The fifth principle
That He is the One that is fitting to serve and to exalt and to make His greatness
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known and to do His commandments; and not to do this to that which is below
Him in existence - from the angels and the stars and the spheres and the
elements and what which is composed of them. . . And so [too], it is not fitting to
serve them in order that they be intermediaries to bring them closer to Him, but
rather to Him alone should they direct their thoughts and leave everything
besides Him.

Shulhan Arukh Yoreh Deah 179:13-14 "A necromancer" (Deuteronomy 18:11)
is someone who starves themselves and sleeps in the cemetery in order to have
unholy spirits rest upon them.

To make someone ill swear an oath to return after death to tell one whatever they
ask: this is permitted. [And some permit even after death, if one is not making an
oath with the body of the deceased but only their spirit.

Lecha Dodi by Rabbi Shlomo Alkabetz (1500-1576)
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Tzfat People, Books and Songs

Rabbi Shimon bar Yohai 2" century tanna (rabbi of the Mishnah), spiritual
father of Jewish mysticism, (perhaps) author of the Zohar

Rabbi Yosef Karo (1488 Spain — 1575 Tzfat) Legal genius, author of several
significant halakhic works, the most famous of which is the Shulchan Arukh .

Rabbi Moshe Cordovero (1522 — 1570) Most important Kabbalist in Tzfat until
the arrival of the ARI. (married to Rabbi Shlomo Alkabetz’s sister)

Rabbi Yitzchak Luria, the “ARI” (1534 Jerusalem — 1572 Tzfat) Kabbalistic
revolutionary who only lived in Tzfat for two years but transformed its spiritual
landscape.

Rabbi Shlomo Alkabetz (1500 Greece - 1580 Tzfat) Mystic scholar who
studied with Caro and Cordovero, in Tzfat he composed the famous Kabbalat
Shabbat song “Lecha Dodi.”

Rabbi Moshe Alsheich (1508 Adrianople - 1593 Tzfat) teacher and preacher,
author of important commentaries on the Bible.

Rabbi Chaim Vital (1542-1620) Student of Cordovero and of Luria, main
disseminator of the ARI's Torah

Rabbi Yaakov Berab (1474 Spain — 1546 Tzfat) Scholar and teacher who
attempted to re-establish Rabbinic Semicha and the Sanhedrin. Opposed by
Rabbi Levi Ibn Habib and the scholars of Jerusalem.

Rabbi Yitzchak Abohav (Spain 14™ century) Spanish rabbi who authored the
ethical work Menorat HaMaor. The Abohav synagogue in Tzfat is connected to
him.

“Tzfat was saved because of action and because of a miracle: The action was
the Jews gathering to pray, the miracle was the arrival of the Palmach.”
(attributed to Rabbi Avraham Zeide Heller, chief rabbi of Tzfat in 1948)



