Sefer Devarim- the most misunderstood book in the Bible

/Class ## 8  For Torah in Motion - by Menachem Leibtag

The meaning of "kriyat shema"- in light of Sefer Devarim

I. Intro Most everyone is aware of our daily custom to recite the first
two parshiot of “kriyat shema” - our study of the "HA'MITZVA" sectioni
of the main speech in Sefer Devarim [i.e. 6:4 thru 11:25] will help us
appreciate why these two paragraphs were chosen

Opening questions:
1) opening line — one statement or two?

If two —is there a contradiction?

2) What is the “shema”
‘Statement of faith’-
Or ‘Pledge of Allegiance’

Also — how would you translate the word “shema”?

IT. Review connection between brit Sinai and Sefer Devarim
The Covenant at Mount Sinai - to become God's nation /Shmot 19:5-6

5 Now therefore, Wmvn HiD‘?-DR ABYY .

iIf you will hearken unto My
voice, and keep My covenant,
[then] you shall be Mine own "’D’j;'NQS ,Dmf;\m ,’sp:l
treasure from among all peoples;
for [becauseleven though] all the earth is
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See opening two lines of the main speech in Devarim 5:1-2
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III. Review Overall structure of the main speech:

Chapter 5 Moshe Rabeinu retells the story of Maamad Har Sinai,
and how he received at that time - the laws that he is about to teach

Chapters 6->11 - The “HA’mitzvah” section, the love & fear of God

/ From “shema” to “v’haya im shmoah”
[today’s topic]

Chapters 12->26 - The “chukim u’'mishpatim” section
/ The Laws that will establish God’s nation

[next week’s class]

Recall as well:

. Parallel story in Shmot 24:12-18, after Maamad Har Sinai
,?N ﬂby ’nwn_bN '—n’—], WDN’I a9 12 And the LORD said unto Moses:

'Come up to Me into the mount and be

_J-n;{ :[b ’—unN] ; D\?-ﬂ}Ol--ﬂ‘lDD there; and I will give thee the tables of

stone, and the law and the
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IV. Returning to the story of what happened after the Dibrot

[Devarim chapter 5...
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/ why Moshe became the 'middle-man’]

23 Go thou near, and hear all that the
LORD our God may say; and thou
shalt speak unto us all that the LORD
our God may speak unto thee; and we
will hear it and do it.’

24 And the LORD heard the voice of
your words, when ye spoke unto me;
and the LORD said unto me: 'l have
heard the voice of the words of this
people, which they have spoken unto
thee; they have well said all that they
have spoken.

25 Oh that they had such a heart as this
alway, to fear Me, and keep all My
commandments, that it might be well
with them, and with their children for
ever!

26 Go say to them: Return ye to your
tents.

27 But as for thee, stand thou here by
Me, and I will speak unto thee all the
commandment, and the statutes, and
the ordinances, which thou shalt teach
them, that they may do them in the land
which I give them to possess it.’

Deuteronomy Chapter 6 0421
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1 Now this is the commandment, the
statutes, and the ordinances, which the
LORD your God commanded to teach you,
that ye might do them in the land whither

ye go over to possess it

2 that thou mightest fear the LORD thy
God, to keep all His statutes and His
commandments, which I command thee,
thou, and thy son, and thy son’s son, all
the days of thy life; and that thy days
may be prolonged.
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3 Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe
to do it; that it may be well with thee,
and that ye may increase mightily, as the
LORD, the God of thy fathers, hath
promised unto thee--a land flowing with
milk and honey. {P}

4 Hear, O Israel: the LORD our God,
the LORD is one.

5 And thou shalt love the LORD thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy might.

6 And these words, which I command
thee this day, shall be upon thy heart;

7 and thou shalt teach them diligently
unto thy children, and shalt talk of them
when thou sittest in thy house, and when
thou walkest by the way, and when thou
liest down, and when thou risest up.

8 And thou shalt bind them for a sign
upon thy hand, and they shall be for
frontlets between thine eyes.

9 And thou shalt write them upon the
door-posts of thy house, and upon thy
gates. {S}

10 And it shall be, when the LORD thy
God shall bring thee into the land which
He swore unto thy fathers, to Abraham,
to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give thee--
great and goodly cities, which thou didst
not build,

11 and houses full of all good things,
which thou didst not fill, and cisterns
hewn out, which thou didst not hew,
vineyards and olive-trees, which thou
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didst not plant, and thou shalt eat and be
satisfied --

12 then beware lest thou forget the
LORD, who brought thee forth out of
the land of Egypt, out of the house of
bondage.

13 Thou shalt fear the LORD thy God;
and Him shalt thou serve, and by His
name shalt thou swear.

14 Ye shall not go after other gods, of the
gods of the peoples that are round about
You;

15 for a jealous God, even the LORD thy
God, is in the midst of thee; lest the
anger of the LORD thy God be kindled
against thee, and He destroy thee from
off the face of the earth. {S}

16 Ye shall not try the LORD your God,
as ye tried Him in Massah.

17 Ye shall diligently keep the
commandments of the LORD your God,
and His testimonies, and His statutes,
which He hath commanded thee.

18 And thou shalt do that which is right
and good in the sight of the LORD); that
it may be well with thee, and that thou
mayest go in and possess the good land
which the LORD swore unto thy fathers,

19 to thrust out all thine enemies from
before thee, as the LORD hath
spoken. {S}
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20 When thy son asketh thee in time to
come, saying: "What mean the
testimonies, and the statutes, and the
ordinances, which the LORD our God
hath commanded you?

21 then thou shalt say unto thy son: "We
were Pharaoh’s bondmen in Egypt; and
the LORD brought us out of Egypt with
a mighty hand.

22 And the LORD showed signs and
wonders, great and sore, upon Egypt,
upon Pharaoh, and upon all his house,
before our eyes.

23 And He brought us out from thence,
that He might bring us in, to give us the
land which He swore unto our fathers.

24 And the LORD commanded us to do
all these statutes, to fear the LORD our
God, for our good always, that He might
preserve us alive, as it is at this day.

25 And it shall be righteousness unto us,
if we observe to do all this
commandment before the LORD our
God, as He hath commanded us.

Let's review now the last part of the “ha'mitzva” section
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10 For the land, whither thou goest in
to possess it, is not as the land of
Egypt, from whence ye came out,
where thou didst sow thy seed, and
didst water it with thy foot, as a garden
of herbs;
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11 but the land, whither ye go over to
possess it, is a land of hills and valleys,
and drinketh water as the rain of
heaven cometh down;

12 a land which the LORD thy God
careth for; the eyes of the LORD thy
God are always upon it, from the
beginning of the year even unto the
end of the year. {S}

13 And it shall come to pass, if ye shall
hearken diligently unto My
commandments which I command you
this day, to love the LORD your God,
and to serve Him with all your heart
and with all your soul,

14 that I will give the rain of your land
in its season, the former rain and the
latter rain, that thou mayest gather in
thy corn, and thy wine, and thine oil.

15 And I will give grass in thy fields
for thy cattle, and thou shalt eat and be
satisfied.

16 Take heed to yourselves, lest your
heart be deceived, and ye turn aside,
and serve other gods, and worship
them;

17 and the anger of the LORD be
kindled against you, and He shut up
the heaven, so that there shall be no
rain, and the ground shall not yield her
fruit; and ye perish quickly from off
the good land which the LORD giveth
you.

18 Therefore shall ye lay up these My
words in your heart and in your soul;
and ye shall bind them for a sign upon
your hand, and they shall be for
frontlets between your eyes.

19 And ye shall teach them your
children, talking of them, when thou
sittest in thy house, and when thou
walkest by the way, and when thou
liest down, and when thou risest up.

20 And thou shalt write them upon the
door-posts of thy house, and upon thy
gates;
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21 that your days may be multiplied,
and the days of your children, upon the
land which the LORD swore unto your
fathers to give them, as the days of the
heavens above the earth. {S}

22 For if ye shall diligently keep all
this commandment which I command
you, to do it, to love the LORD your
God, to walk in all His ways, and to
cleave unto Him,

23 then will the LORD drive out all
these nations from before you, and ye
shall dispossess nations greater and
mightier than yourselves.

24 Every place whereon the sole of
your foot shall tread shall be yours:
from the wilderness, and Lebanon,
from the river, the river Euphrates,
even unto the hinder sea shall be your
border.

25 There shall no man be able to stand
against you: the LORD your God shall
lay the fear of you and the dread of
you upon all the land that ye shall
tread upon, as He hath spoken unto
you. {S}

26 Behold, I set before you this day a
blessing and a curse:

27 the blessing, if ye shall hearken
unto the commandments of the LORD
your God, which I command you this
day;
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