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The great leadership
experiment:

Sefer Shoftim

Rebecca Winter




The cycle

Bnei Yisrael Sin

“Quiet/Peace” F \

HaShem SendS d ShOfet Hashem Sends an enemy
to save Bnei Yisrael

L Bnei Yisrael cry J

out to Hashem

Shoftim Perek 2



*The baraita now considers the authors of the biblical
books: And who wrote the books of the Bible? Moses
wrote his own book, i.e., the Torah, and the portion
of Balaam in the Torah, and the book of Job. Joshua
wrote his own book and eight verses in the Torah,
which describe the death of Moses. Samuel wrote his
own book, the book of Judges, and the book of Ruth.

Bava Batra 14b
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Abarbanel Shmuel A 8:7
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and they said to him, “You have grown old, and your sons have
not followed your ways. Therefore appoint a king for us, to
govern us like all other nations.”
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Samuel was displeased that they said “Give us a king to govern
us.” Samuel prayed to the LORD,
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and the LORD replied to Samuel, “Heed the demand of the
people in everything they say to you. For it is not you that they
have rejected; it is Me they have rejected as their king.



Yehoshua 1:1
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After the death of Moses the servant of
the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua son of
Nun, Moses’ attendant:

Shoftim 1:1
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After the death of Joshua, the Israelites inquired of the

LORD, “Which of us shall be the first to go up against the
Canaanites and attack them?”
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The LORD replied, “Let [the tribe of] Judah go up. | now
deliver the land into their hands.”
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Judah then said to their brother-tribe Simeon, “Come up
with us to our allotted territory and let us attack the
Canaanites, and then we will go with you to your allotted
territory.” So Simeon joined them.
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When Judah advanced, the LORD delivered the

Canaanites and the Perizzites into their hands, and they
defeated ten thousand of them at Bezek



The LORD your God will dislodge those peoples before you little
by little; you will not be able to put an end to them at once, else
the wild beasts would multiply to your hurt.

Devarim 7:22
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When the LORD your God has cut down before you the nations that you are about to enter and
dispossess, and you have dispossessed them and settled in their land,
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beware of being lured into their ways after they have been wiped out before you! Do not inquire about
their gods, saying, “How did those nations worship their gods? | too will follow those practices.”
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You shall not act thus toward the LORD your God, for they perform for their gods every abhorrent act
that the LORD detests; they even offer up their sons and daughters in fire to their gods.

(Devarim 12:29 — 31)




DRR) 772 D777 1Y 78 20 °3" (2.2 00037) MY -MER MR TOX) NI Mpgn 08 .0T0Y 17 PRYIPY T 02103 0T 0¥ Mngn PRI PN
L'TIT20 027 T2 P (R0,0 0°027) ARIY_.S2Y 17 900 SR 130 AT PN 100 M 012 MURIR nixn pawd Yrany mvhwa ar . "nivwh 19N
9n7 D°99U D123 PV RIT 23R MTAT 0TI 1232 TY 077 TYRIY PR 023 1920 K91 M7V 172pW IR 11TV 173R N1 007 10778 1930
1132 031071 D92 TR NTI2Y? D19 1IN 1237W 00 .07WWAY 127 D7 PRI 7Y 33007 X9 .07 NOA DU 1 RN 2R3 WK 1) KD
NRY IN°2 DR ' N2 DR NII27 ARRY 7T TRYD WR om0 127 AN (10,0 R 0°997) I0RIY .32 RY1PD) 7707 100K 173231 .DITINnT pIm Nining 1012

071" (R2,0 N 0°097) " KT 1 NI ayn 9" (2.0 K 0°0%7) "Rty 1 WK ni1aong v B2 XY (00,0 8 0°091) "awi nnin nR) Rivng

TTTTT

War is not conducted against anyone in the world until they are first offered peace (and refuse it), whether this is a
Discretionary War or a War of Mitzvoh, as it says, “when you come close to the city to fight with it, you shall call to it to make
peace” (Deut. 20:10). If they make peace and accept the Seven Commandments incumbent upon the Sons of Noah (Gentiles),
none of them are killed, but they must pay us tribute, as it says, “and they shall be for you a tributary, and they shall serve
you” (Deut. 20:11). If they propose to accept upon themselves the payment of the tribute but not servitude to us or they
accept servitude but not the tribute, we ignore their proposal until they accept both. The servitude referred to here is one of
disgrace and is demeaning. They are not to raise their heads up to Israel for any reason. They must be subjugated to us and
may never be assigned to a Position over us. The tribute they must pay shall be for service of the king, with their bodies and
their money, such as the building of the walls®>’Of Jerusalem. and the strengthening of fortresses and the building of the royal
palace and similar, as it says, “And this is the account of the levy which King Solomon raised to build the Temple of G-d, and his
palace, and Milo, and the wall of Jerusalem...and all the store-cities which Solomon had...the Emorites who remained...and
Solomon imposed a head-tax, until this very day. And of the Children of Israel, Solomon made none a bondsman; but they were
the soldiers and his servants and his officers and his captains and those in charge of his chariots and his horsemen” (1 Kings
9:15-22).

Rambam Hilchot Melachim 6:1
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1 -shean and its dependencies, or [of] Taanach and its dependencies, or the inhabitants of

and its dependencies, or the inhabitants of Megiddo and its dependencies. The
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d the Canaanites to forced labor; but they did not dispossess them
ited Gezer; so the Canaanites dwelt in thelr mldst at Gezer.
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r the inhabitants of Nahalol; so the Canaanites dwelt in their midst, but they were
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e inhabitants of Sidon, Ahlab, Achzib, Helbah, Aphik, and Rehob.
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_ the inhabitants of the land, for they did not dispossess them.
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The cycle

Bnei Yisrael Sin

“Quiet/Peace” F \

HaShem SendS d ShOfet Hashem Sends an enemy
to save Bnei Yisrael

L Bnei Yisrael cry J

out to Hashem

Shoftim Perek 2



Outline of the Sefer:

1. Failure to finish conquering Cnaan (X 275)

2. The cycle (2 p9)
3. The ‘good’/successful Shoftim (77 - 3 2°p11)
1. Otniel
2. Ehud
3. <Shamgar>
4. Devora

4. Gidon — the transitional shofet (171 - 1 ©°?75)

5. The ‘bad’ Shoftim (10 - v o°p75)
Avimelech

Tolah

Yair

Yiftach

Ilvzan

Eilon

Avdon

Shimshon
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6. The vacuum/anarchy (X2 - 1> ’p18)



THE TWELVE TRIBES
OF ISRAEL

Around 1200-1050 B.C.
{according to the Book of Joshua)
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Mediterranean
Sea
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and the land had peace for forty years. When Othniel the
Kenizzite died,

Shoftim 3:11
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THE TWELVE TRIBES
OF ISRAEL

Around 12001050 R.C.
{according to the Book of Joshua)
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On that day, Moab submitted to Israel; and the land was
tranquil for eighty years.

Shoftim 3:30



THE TWELVE TRIBES
OF ISRAEL

Around 1200-1050 B.C,
{according to the Book of Joshua)
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After him came Shamgar son of Anath, who slew six hundred
Philistines with an ox-goad. He too was a champion of Israel.

Shoftim 3:31



THE TWELVE TRIBES
OF ISRAEL

Around 12001050 R.C.
{according to the Book of Joshua)
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Deborah, wife of Lappidoth, was a prophetess; she led Israel at
that time.
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She used to sit under the Palm of Deborah, between Ramah
and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim, and the Israelites
would come to her for decisions.

Shoftim 5:14-18



THE TWELVE TRIBES
OF ISRAEL

Around 1200-1050R.C
{according to the Book of Joshua)
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From Ephraim came they whose roots are in Amalek; After you,
your kin Benjamin; From Machir came down leaders, From
Zebulun such as hold the marshal’s staff.
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And Issachar’s chiefs were with Deborah; As Barak, so was
Issachar— Rushing after him into the valley. Among the clans of
Reuben Were great decisions of heart.

R0 022173 1298 Nij29% 0007y NipW Y oonswnn 12 nawh ik
aly)

Why then did you stay among the sheepfolds And listen as they
pipe for the flocks? Among the clans of Reuben Were great
searchings of heart!
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Gilead tarried beyond the Jordan; And Dan—why did he linger
by the ships? Asher remained at the seacoast And tarried at his
landings.
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Zebulun is a people that mocked at death, Naphtali—on the
open heights.  opttim 5:14-18



THE TWELVE TRIBES
OF ISRAEL

Around 12001050 R.C.
{according to the Book of Joshua)
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So may all Your enemies perish, O LORD! But may His friends be
as the sun rising in might! And the land was tranquil forty
years.

Shoftim 5:31
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Succeeded in ‘following’ the cycle narrative and
Th e saved Bnei Yisrael from their oppressors

‘eood’/positive
shoftim

“Vatishkot” — maintained peace for a generation

Did NOT succeed in uniting the people




THE TWELVE TRIBES
OF ISRAEL
Around 1200-1050 B.C

laccording to the Book of Joshua)
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The ‘crossover Shofet’: Gidon
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Then he came to the people of Succoth and said, “Here are
Zebah and Zalmunna, about whom you mocked me, saying,
‘Are Zebah and Zalmunna already in your hands, that we
should give your famished men bread?’”
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And he took the elders of the city and, [bringing] desert thorns
and briers, he punished the people of Succoth with them.
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As for Penuel, he tore down its tower and killed the
townspeople.

Shoftim 8:15-17



THE TWELVE TRIBES
OF ISRAEL - .

Gy e has Bl o st Positive-Idealistic Negative-Personal Motives
S ee— Motives
Reason for punishing National Security They mocked Gideon
Succoth and Penuel
Reason for killing They were enemies of They killed Gideon’s brothers
Midianite kings Israel
Reason for appointing Family vendetta
Jether to kill kings
Possibly to train his eldest son as
his successor
Reason for declining The Lord is your King
monarchy
Reasons for ephod Commemorate God’s To establish Gideon’s hometown
role in the victory as a shrine, and to bolster his
sons’ claim as future leaders
Possibly a divining agent
Name of Abimelech God is King My father (= Gideon) is king
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Gideon had seventy sons of his own issue, for he had many wives.
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A son was also born to him by his concubine in Shechem,

and he named him Abimelech.




THE TWELVE TRIBES
OF ISRAEL
Around 1200-1050 B.C.

{according to the Book of Joshua)
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Then he went to his father’s house in Ophrah and killed his
brothers, the sons of Jerubbaal, seventy men on one stone.

Only Jotham, the youngest son of Jerubbaal, survived, because
he went into hiding.

Shoftim 9:5



THE TWELVE TRIBES
OF ISRAEL Sdon

Around 1200-1050 B.C
laccording to the Book of Joshua)
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After Abimelech, Tola son of Puah son of Dodo, a man of
Issachar, arose to deliver Israel. He lived at Shamir in the hill
country of Ephraim.
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He led Israel for twenty-three years; then he died and was
buried at Shamir.
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After him arose Jair the Gileadite, and he led Israel for
twenty-two years.
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He had thirty sons, who rode on thirty burros and owned thirty
boroughs in the region of Gilead; these are called Havvoth-jair
to this day.

Shoftim 10:1-4



THE TWELVE TRIBES 4
OF ISRAEL Schon /e
Around 1200-1050 B.C /
laccording to the Book of Joshua)
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And Jephthah made the following vow to the LORD: “If you
deliver the Ammonites into my hands,
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then whatever comes out of the door of my house to meet me
on my safe return from the Ammonites shall be the LORD’s and
shall be offered by me as a burnt offering.” shoftim 11:30-31
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“...in the larger context, what this episode corroborates is
hat which we have sorrowfully suspected: Israel and its
leaders, in this horrible culmination of the insidious
process that we have seen underway since the book
began, have become indistinguishable from their

gl - i S Canaanite nemeses” Rav Michael Hattin
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And Jephthah gathered all the men of Gilead and fought the
Zin Ephraimites. The men of Gilead defeated the Ephraimites; for they had
i - said, “You Gileadites are nothing but fugitives from Ephraim—being in

Manasseh is like being in Ephraim.”  ghoftim 12:4




THE TWELVE TRIBES
OF ISRAEL

Around 1200-1050 B.C.
laccording to the Book of Joshua)
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: Shoftim 12:8 - 15
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After him, Ibzan of Bethlehem led Israel.
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He had thirty sons, and he married off thirty daughters outside the
clan and brought in thirty girls from outside the clan for his sons. He
led Israel seven years.
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Then Ibzan died and was buried in Bethlehem.
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After him, Elon the Zebulunite led Israel; he led Israel for ten years.
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en Elon the Zebulunite died and was buried in Aijalon, in the
territory of Zebulun.
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After him, Abdon son of Hillel the Pirathonite led Israel.
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He had forty sons and thirty grandsons, who rode on seventy
jackasses. He led Israel for eight years.
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Then Abdon son of Hillel the Pirathonite died. He was buried in
Pirathon, in the territory of Ephraim, on the hill of the Amalekites.




THE TWELVE TRIBES / S
OF ISRAEL Sdon 4 [
Around 1200-1050 B.C,
{according to the Book of Joshua)
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On his return, he told his father and mother, “I noticed one of
the Philistine women in Timnah; please get her for me as a
wife.”
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Shoftim 14:2
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Then Samson called to the LORD, “O Lord GOD! Please
remember me, and give me strength just this once, O God, to
take revenge of the Philistines, if only for one of my two eyes.”
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The ‘bad’ Shoftim

* Self-serving (Shimshon, Yiftach, Gidon)

* In search of power (Gidon, Avimelech,
Minor Shoftim)

* Introduce civil fights (within and
between shvatim — Gidon, Avimelech,
Yiftach)

* Vatishkot @ Vayishpot: 2§70 108 voy)
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He led Israel in the days of the Philistines
for twenty years.
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ep riests, the Levites, and to the judge who shall be in those days” (Deuteronomy 17:9). But
}';j.udge that is not alive in his days? What, then, is the meaning of the phrase “in those
€ judge in one’s days, i.e., he is authorized to judge and decide matters. And it also says:
Were better than these? For it is not out of wisdom that you inquire concerning this”

_; rulmgs of the leaders of his generation.
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ration. This serves to teach you that even the lightest of the light, i.e., the least
id as a leader over the community, he must be treated like the greatest of the great.



"+ pesel Micha - Avodah Zara

* Pilegesh BaGivah - Gilui Arayot

e Civil war with Binyamin — Shfichut Damim
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18:1; 19:1; 21:25



THANK YOU!




In fact, the Bible explicitly informs us why
Samuel opposed the people’s request: “The
thing was displeasing to Samuel because the

12/4

people said, ‘Appoint a king to judge us.
Samuel is not bothered by the fact that the

Israelites want to be ruled by a king, nor is he
bothered by the fact that they want to be “like
all the other nations” in this regard. What
bothers Samuel is the notion that a king should
have the power to settle legal disputes. After all,
comments the Radbaz (Spain c. 1479-1573) on
our verse, “justice belongs to the judges, who
must judge based on the Torah—it is not a
matter for the king to determine on the basis of
¢« . his own will.” (Rabbi Alex Maged;

. .whatspshat.org).




