1 Torah in Motion Vayechi 5786

Looking Ahead and Looking Behing: Demystifying Jacob’s “Blessings”

Overview of the Parsha

And Jacob called his sons and said, “Come together AN 127N ARY! K7 (K)
that | may tell you what is to befall you in days to come. N7 IR NN D7 NT'aNI 190K
Assemble and hearken, O sons of Jacob; 00 NNXA DINX
Hearken to Israel your father: 1YNYI Y 92 Wyl 1xaEn (1)
Reuben, you are my first-born, ... DK XY

- NDR M2 N (3)
DY 7XIY! DY DR (ND)...
DD'AN DY MAT YK NNTI WY

All these were the tribes of Israel, twelve in number,
and this is what their father said to them as he bade

them farewell, addressing to each a parting word (!!!) X =0 . o
; ; 102 1NN YR WK DNIR 3
appropriate to him. ’ T _D]‘_m

What is Yaakov’s goal for the brachot?
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And Jacob called his sons and said, “Come together that | may tell you what is to befall you
in days to come. JPS 1985

And Jacob called unto his sons, and said: ‘Gather yourselves together, that | may tell you
that which shall befall you in the end of days. JPS 1917
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AINN
Reuben, you are my first-born, AKX M2 XY (2)
My might and first fruit of my vigor, NIN N'YURAI'ND
Exceeding in rank nxy !
And exceeding in honor. TV DY)

Unstable as water, you shall excel no longer; ININT7X DA TNY (T)
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For when you mounted your father’s bed, _
You brought disgrace—my couch he mounted! S WYY 'YX NN TX
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Can be positive and negative...
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Three Stories of Reuven’s Pachaz
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Why didn’t Reuven’s suggestion win over Yaakov?
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Pachaz as instability/shapeshifting.
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171 jIyny
Simeon and Levi are a pair; D'NX 171 |ivny (D)
Their weapons are tools of lawlessness. :DN'MIdN onn '7?
Let not my person be included in their council, '"Wj91 Nan~7x bT03 (1)
Let not my being be counted in their assembly. k) TDD"'”{ ayhalrel
For when angry they slay men, YR AD D9N 1
And when pleased they maim oxen. QY™ RY 0x -

TV 2 o WX ()
NNYiZ '2 DNIWYI
2j7y'2 DjZ7NN

Cursed be their anger so fierce,
And their wrath so relentless.

| will divide them in Jacob,
Scatter them in Israel.
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Shimon and Levi as the Initiators of Mechirat Yosef
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Why is it significant that Shimon and Levi were the initiators? How did they view ninx? Why
were the brothers so ineffective in stopping them?
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haihk

You, O Judah, your brothers shall praise;
Your hand shall be on the nape of your foes;
Your father’s sons shall bow low to you.
Judahis alion’s whelp;

On prey, my son, have you grown

He crouches, lies down like a lion,

Like the king of beasts>—who dare rouse him?
The scepter shall not depart from Judah,
Nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet;
So that tribute shall come to him

And the homage of peoples be his.

He tethers his ass to a vine,

His ass’s foal to a choice vine;

He washes his garment in wine,

His robe in blood of grapes.

His eyes are darker than wine;
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His teeth are whiter than milk.©
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Problem 1: The Taamei Hamikra
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Problem 2: Did Yehudah really act properly in Mechirat Yosef?
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11 Torah in Motion Vayechi 5786

NTIN' QT NMIPN a2 ,0277 ANdN NTIN' DAY L'R'R 12 DTN "R 1A AR 7R DTN K
N'UXRIY/ OW) I'NKRE DTN R (TN N'WUXRID) LIFNR 7R DTN R ,DNMY 1M INIR IWYTIFNR 19
TAY'7 X7 RONY [Y1D D71V 7¢ 12T 019111 171 NNX ,D'RYNY'Y? 1NDNAL D7 ,nTIn 178 wat (/1"
JNR IYNYT L, DYRYNYYT 1NDN1L D7 DT K L77m)

2 TINY 11 97 'V Nd0N 721 TINN

27 DY NP L2ITY 207 07 1MonT RNIIOKILIR'NA 20T XN7'WIYIE ,NMdNI N1 Y7 NN Nk
ANIN'T RTN IN'PAY? 07 M7 'wark 950 DNYTEIINK 0NN 2'YN XY 20 KNIRLE 90!
JIN X7 "2 XNOID AN, TV X7 RN 71D Xn7T 020 NN

2 TINY 1 9T [TNI0 ND0N NIYOIN
AIMdN INQ'Y INANT NWYN 7V N7 12 90n (VN N'WRID) 2T KNl - DTIN' TAD KN
NDN'N K71 KNITIR DX 2'02NNTD




