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אמֶר יְהֹוָה֙  ֹֹּ֤ הוַי ןאֶל־מֹשֶֶׁ֣ ל־אַהֲרֹֹ֔ יִם וְאֶֶֽ רֶץ מִצְרַַ֖ בְאֶֶ֥
ר ׃ לֵאמֶֹֽ

Hashem said to Moses and Aaron in the 
land of Egypt: 

ם   וֹן הוּא֙ לָכֶֹ֔ ים רִאשֶ֥ אש חֳדָשִִׁ֑ ֶֹׁ֣ ה לָכֶַ֖ם ר דֶש הַזֶֶּ֛ הַחֹֹ֧
י ה׃ לְחׇדְשֵַ֖ הַשָנֶָֽ

This month shall mark for you the 
beginning of the months; it shall be the 
first of the months of the year for you.

Shemot 12:1 - 2

Sforno - (15th – 16th century)

,  מכאן ואילך יהיו החדשים שלכם.החדש הזה לכם ראש חדשים
, אבל בימי השעבוד לא היו ימיכם שלכם, לעשות בהם כרצונכם

לחדשילפיכך ראשון הוא לכם , אבל היו לעבודת אחרים ורצונם
:הבחירייכי בו התחיל מציאותכם . השנה

, החודש הזה לכם ראש חדשים from now on these months 
will be yours, to do with as you like. This is by way of 
contrast to the years when you were enslaved when you 
had no control over your time or timetable at all. While 
you were enslaved, your days, hours, minutes even, were 
always at the beck and call of your taskmasters.

Rosh Chodesh

םוּבְרָאשֵי֙  ים חׇדְשֵיכֶֹ֔ ה לַיהֹוִָׁ֑ה פָרִִ֨ יבוּ עֹלַָ֖ רתַקְרִֶ֥ י־בָקָֹּ֤ ד  בְנֵֶֽ יִל אֶחָֹ֔ יִם֙ וְאֶַׁ֣ שְנַ֙

ים  ה בְנֵי־שָנֶָּ֛הכְבָשִֹ֧ םשִבְעַָ֖ ׃ תְמִימִֶֽ

On your new moons you shall present a burnt offering to 
 two bulls of the herd, one ram, and seven yearling :יהוה
lambs, without blemish. (Bamidbar 28:11)
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אמֶר יְהֹוָה֙  ֹֹּ֤ הוַי ןאֶל־מֹשֶֶׁ֣ ל־אַהֲרֹֹ֔ וְאֶֶֽ
יִם  רֶץ מִצְרַַ֖ רבְאֶֶ֥ ׃ לֵאמֶֹֽ

Hashem said to Moses and 
Aaron in the land of Egypt: 

ים   אש חֳדָשִִׁ֑ ֶֹׁ֣ ה לָכֶַ֖ם ר דֶש הַזֶֶּ֛ הַחֹֹ֧
ם  וֹן הוּא֙ לָכֶֹ֔ ירִאשֶ֥ ה׃ לְחׇדְשֵַ֖ הַשָנֶָֽ

This month shall mark for you 
the beginning of the months; 
it shall be the first of the 
months of the year for you.

Shemot 12:1 - 2

Ramban (13th century)

ולכן אמר בארץ  , את ישראל על ידי משהה''הקבשצוהזו מצוה ראשונה החדש הזה לכם ראש חדשים
, כי שאר מצות שבתורה היו בהר סיני, מצרים

דברו אל כל  ''בתחלהולכך לא נאמר :( כהה''ר)מומחיןלומר שקדוש החדש צריך בית דין לכםמדרשו ולפי
שימנו  , החדש הזה לכם ראש חדשיםוטעם . שאין בקדוש החדש אלא משה ואהרן וכיוצא בהם'', עדת ישראל

כדי , וממנו ימנו כל החדשים שני ושלישי עד תשלום השנה בשנים עשר חדש, אותו ישראל חדש הראשון
אלא  , ועל כן אין לחדשים שם בתורה, כי בכל עת שנזכיר החדשים יהיה הנס נזכר, בנס הגדולזכרוןשיהיה זה 

ובחדש  , (במדבר י יא)ואומר ויהי בשנה השנית בחדש השני נעלה הענן , (א׳:שמות י״ט)יאמר בחדש השלישי 
: וכן כלם, (אכטשם )' השביעי באחד לחודש וגו

ן על שמות "רמב)כאשר אפרש , שתהיה הזכירה ביום השבת במנותינו ממנו אחד בשבת ושני בשבתוכמו
הזה  המניןשאין , לגאולתינוכך הזכירה ביציאת מצרים במנותינו החדש הראשון והחדש השני והשלישי , (ח׳:כ׳

(  טזכגשם )וכתיב , וחג האסיף תקופת השנה( כ״ב:שמות ל״ד)דכתיב, שנותינו מתשריתחלתשהרי , לשנה
פתרונו ראשון לגאולה ושביעי אליה וזה טעם , אם כן כשנקרא לחדש ניסן ראשון ולתשרי שביעי, בצאת השנה

: גאולתינולזכרוןשנקרא לו , אבל הוא ראשון לכם, שאיננו ראשון בשנה, ראשון הוא לכם
:

Rosh Chodesh 
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אמֶר יְהֹוָה֙  ֹֹּ֤ הוַי ןאֶל־מֹשֶֶׁ֣ ל־אַהֲרֹֹ֔ רֶץ וְאֶֶֽ בְאֶֶ֥
יִם  רמִצְרַַ֖ ׃ לֵאמֶֹֽ

Hashem said to Moses and Aaron 
in the land of Egypt: 

וֹן   ים רִאשֶ֥ אש חֳדָשִִׁ֑ ֶֹׁ֣ ה לָכֶַ֖ם ר דֶש הַזֶֶּ֛ הַחֹֹ֧
ם  יהוּא֙ לָכֶֹ֔ ה׃ לְחׇדְשֵַ֖ הַשָנֶָֽ

This month shall mark for you the 
beginning of the months; it shall be 
the first of the months of the year 
for you.

Ramban

THIS MONTH SHALL BE UNTO YOU THE BEGINNING OF MONTHS. This is the 
first commandment which the Holy One, blessed be He, commanded Israel 
through Moses. Therefore, it says here [that the Eternal spoke unto Moses and 
Aaron] in the land of Egypt,97Verse 1. for the rest of the commandments of the 
Torah were given to him on Mount Sinai… 

…. According to the Midrashic interpretation,101Rosh Hashanah 25b. The 
process involved witnesses who saw the appearance of the [in the verse, This 
month shall be unto you], means that “the Sanctification of the New 
Moon”101Rosh Hashanah 25b. The process involved witnesses who saw the 
appearance of the new moon…. is to be performed only by a Court of experts 
[as Moses and Aaron were]. And this is the reason it does not say at the 
beginning [of Verse 2], Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, since “the 
Sanctification of the New Moon” can be performed only by Moses and Aaron 
and their like.

Rosh Chodesh 



אמֶר יְהֹוָה֙  ֹֹּ֤ הוַי ןאֶל־מֹשֶֶׁ֣ ל־אַהֲרֹֹ֔ יִם  וְאֶֶֽ רֶץ מִצְרַַ֖ בְאֶֶ֥
ר ׃ לֵאמֶֹֽ

Hashem said to Moses and Aaron in the 
land of Egypt: 

וֹן הוּא֙   ים רִאשֶ֥ אש חֳדָשִִׁ֑ ֶֹׁ֣ ה לָכֶַ֖ם ר דֶש הַזֶֶּ֛ הַחֹֹ֧
ם  ילָכֶֹ֔ ה׃ לְחׇדְשֵַ֖ הַשָנֶָֽ

This month shall mark for you the 
beginning of the months; it shall be the 
first of the months of the year for you.

Shemot 12:1 - 2

Ramban

Now the purport of the expression, This month shall be unto you the beginning 
of months, is that Israel is to count this as the first of the months, and from it 
they are to count all months — second, third, etc., until a year of twelve months 
is completed — in order that there be through this enumeration a remembrance 
of the great miracle, [i.e., the exodus from Egypt, which occurred in the first 
month]. Whenever we will mention the months, the miracle will be 
remembered.102Thus everytime a person says, for example, “the third month,” he 
implies that it is the third in the order of the months which begins with Nisan, 
when the exodus occurred. … Just as in counting the weekdays we always 
remember the Sabbath-day since the weekdays have no specific name of their 
own, but instead are called “one day in the Sabbath,” “the second day in the 
Sabbath,” as I will explain,106Further, 20:8. so we remember the exodus from 
Egypt in our counting “the first month,” “the second month,” “the third month,” 
etc., to our redemption.

Rosh Chodesh 



• Isaiah Berlin (1969) 
famously distinguished 
between two basic concepts 
of freedom, 
namely freedom from or 
negative freedom, 
and freedom to or positive 
freedom. Freedom 
from consists in the absence 
of obstacles or constraints 
to one’s own action. By 
contrast, freedom 
to identifies the possibility 
to autonomously determine 
and achieve individual or 
collective purposes (Berlin, 
1969). (Frontiers of 
Psychology, 2019)

Seforno Ramban

To do with as 
you like

• To mark this 
historic event

• The laws of 
Rosh Chodesh

https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fpsyg.2019.01193/full#ref6


Goals …

• To better understand the Sforno’s 
perspective 

• To explore the structure of the 
laws of Pesach 

• To relate these laws to our 
understanding of the Mitzvah of 
Rosh Chodesh generally 



The laws of Korban Pesach (12:3-14)
• When to take the se 
• How and when to eat it  



Korban Pesach continued (12:3 – 14)
• How you should eat it 
• It will save you from Makat Bechorot

Chag HaMatzot (12:15 – 20)
• Mitzvah TO eat Matzot
• Mitzvah NOT to eat Chametz 

Moshe relaying the Mitzvah of Korban Pesach 
In preparation for Makat Bechorot (12: 21 – 28)
• Taking the se 
• Using the blood on the doorpost 



Korban Pesach preparations continued (12:15 – 28)

Makkat Bechorot (12:29 - 36) 

Leaving Mitzrayim (12:37 – 42)



Reiteration of the laws of Korban Pesach
(12:43 – 50)



• Laws of Korban Pesach

• Laws of Chag Hamatzot

• Preparation of Korban Pesach for Makat Bechorot

• Makat Bechorot

• Leaving Mitzrayim

• More specifics about the Laws of Korban Pesach 

וּ  קוַיאֹפִ֨ ץ אֶת־הַבָצֵֵ֜ א חָמִֵׁ֑ ֶֹׁ֣ י ל וֹת כִֶׁ֣ ת מַצַ֖ יִם עֻגֶֹ֥ יאוּ מִמִצְרֶַּ֛ ר הוֹצִֹ֧ אֲשִֶ֨

וּ י־גֹרְשֶׁ֣ כְלוּ֙ לְהִתְמַהְמֵֹ֔ ַַּ כִֶֽ א יֶָֽ ֹֹּ֤ יִם וְל ה מִמִצְרַ  וּוְגַם־צֵדַָ֖ ם׃ לאֹ־עָשֶ֥  לָהֶֶֽ

And they baked unleavened cakes of the dough that they 
had taken out of Egypt, for it was not leavened, since they 
had been driven out of Egypt and could not delay; nor 
had they prepared any provisions for themselves.

Shemot 12:39

וּר י־יָגִ֨ וֹ וְכִֶֽ וֹל לֶׁ֣ סַח֮ לַיהֹוָה֒ הִמֹ֧ שָה פֶֶ֘ ר וְעֶָׁ֣ ראִתְךֵ֜ גֵ  ב כׇל־זָכָ  וֹוְאָז֙ יִקְרֶַׁ֣  ולַעֲשתֹֹ֔

רֶץ  ח הָאִָׁ֑ לְהָיַָ֖ה כְאֶזְרֶַׁ֣ אכַלוְכׇל־עָרֵַ֖ ֶֹ֥ א־י ֶֹֽ וֹ׃ ל בֶֽ

If a male stranger who dwells with you would offer the passover
to יהוה, all his males must be circumcised; then he shall be 
admitted to offer it; he shall then be as a citizen of the country. 
But no uncircumcised man may eat of it.

Shemot 12:48
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Some conclusions 
• We eat matza to recall the exodus 

• The Korban Pesach is unique to those who show adherence to 
Hashem’s laws and covenant (more soon)

• Makkat Bechorot is the only Makkah that is contingent on action of 
the people 

Seforno Ramban

To do with as you like To mark this historic event
The laws of Rosh Chodesh



Why are the specific laws of Korban Pesach so important? 

יהוה ( 43) said to Moses and Aaron: This is the law of the 
passover offering: No foreigner shall eat of it. (44) But any 
householder’s purchased male slave may eat of it once he has 
been circumcised. (45) No bound or hired laborer shall eat of it. 
(46) It shall be eaten in one house: you shall not take any of the 
flesh outside the house; nor shall you break a bone of it. (47) 
The whole community of Israel shall offer it. (48) If a male 
stranger who dwells with you would offer the passover to יהוה ,

all his males must be circumcised; then he shall be admitted to 
offer it; he shall then be as a citizen of the country. But no 
uncircumcised man may eat of it. (49) There shall be one law 
for the citizen and for the stranger who dwells among you. (50) 
And all the Israelites did so; as  יהוהhad commanded Moses 
and Aaron, so they did.

Shemot 12:43-50

אמֶר יְהֹוָה֙ ( מג) ֹֹּ֤ הוַי את אֶל־מֹשֶֶׁ֣ ַֹ֖ ן ז תוְאַהֲרֹֹ֔ סַח חֻקֶַׁ֣ כׇל־בֶן־נֵכַָ֖רהַפִָׁ֑

אכַל ֶֹ֥ וֹ׃ לאֹ־י בֶד( מד)בֶֽ יש וְכׇל־עֶֶ֥ סֶףאִַ֖ המִקְנַת־כִָׁ֑ ָּ֣ וֹ׃ אֹת֔וֹ וּמַלְת  אכַל בֶֽ ֶֹ֥ ז י אַָ֖

יר ( מה) ב וְשָכִַ֖ אכַלתוֹשֶָ֥ ֶֹ֥ וֹ׃ לאֹ־י ל ( מו)בֶֽ יִת אֶחָד֙ יֵאָכֵֹ֔ יאבְבַֹּ֤ לאֹ־תוֹצִֹ֧

יִת רמִן־הַבֶַּ֛ א מִן־הַבָשַָ֖ ֶֹ֥ צֶם ל וּצָה וְעֶַ֖ וֹחִׁ֑ ת( מז)׃ תִשְבְרוּ־בֶֽ ל  כׇל־עֲדֶַ֥ יִשְרָאֵַ֖

וֹ׃  וּ אֹתֶֽ וּר( מח)יַעֲשֶ֥ י־יָגִ֨ סַח֮ לַיהֹוָה֒ וְכִֶֽ שָה פֶֶ֘ ר וְעֶָׁ֣ וֹ אִתְךֵ֜ גֵ  וֹל לָּ֣ רהִמּ֧ כ ָ֗ כׇל־ז 

ב  וֹוְאָז֙ יִקְרֶַׁ֣ רֶץ לַעֲשתֹֹ֔ ח הָאִָׁ֑ ל וְהָיַָ֖ה כְאֶזְרֶַׁ֣ אכַלוְכׇל־עָרֵַ֖ ֶֹ֥ א־י ֶֹֽ וֹ׃ ל ( מט)בֶֽ

ם׃  ר הַגֶָ֥ר בְתוֹכְכֶֶֽ ח וְלַגֵַ֖ אֶזְרִָׁ֑ ת יִהְיֶַ֖ה לֶָֽ ה אַחַֹ֔ וּ ( נ)תוֹרֶָׁ֣ עֲשַ֖ יוַיֶַֽ ל  כׇל־בְנֵֶׁ֣ יִשְרָאִֵׁ֑

ר  היְהֹוֶָּ֛ה צִוָֹּ֧הכַאֲשִֶ֨ ןאֶת־מֹשֶֶ֥ ת־אַהֲרַֹ֖ וּ׃וְאֶֶֽ ן עָשֶֽ {ס}כֵֶ֥



The Brit/ot וֹל לָכֶַ֖ם  יך הִמֶ֥ ין זַרְעֲךַ֖ אַחֲרִֶׁ֑ ם וּבֵֶ֥ ינֵיכֶֹ֔ וּ בֵינִי֙ וּבֵֶׁ֣ ר תִשְמְר  י אֲשֶֶׁ֣ את בְרִיתִִ֞ ֶֹׁ֣ ז

ר ׃ כׇל־זָכֶָֽ

Such shall be the covenant between Me and you and your 
offspring to follow which you shall keep: every male among you 
shall be circumcised. 

Breishit 17:10

ת יְהֹוֶָּ֛ה  וּא כָרַֹ֧ וֹם הַה  םבַיֶׁ֣ ית אֶת־אַבְרַָ֖ רבְרִֶׁ֣ תִי֙ לֵאמִֹׁ֑ רֶץלְזַרְעֲך  נָתַ֙ אֶת־הָאֶָׁ֣

יִם  ר מִצְרַֹ֔ את מִנְהֶַׁ֣ ֹֹ֔ רהַז ל עַד־הַנָהֶָ֥ תהַגָדַֹ֖ ׃ נְהַר־פְרֶָֽ

On that day יהוהmade a covenant with Abram: “To your 
offspring I assign this land, from the river of Egypt to the great 
river, the river Euphrates—

Breishit 15: 18

Brit Bein habetarim

Brit Ha’am

Brit Milah

Brit Zera
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• Laws of Korban Pesach

• Laws of Chag Hamatzot

• Preparation of Korban Pesach for Makat Bechorot

• Makat Bechorot

• Leaving Mitzrayim

• More specifics about the Laws of Korban Pesach 



Seforno Ramban

To do with as you like To mark this historic event
The laws of Rosh Chodesh

• The two britot
• Freedom to 

א  ית בָרֶָׁ֣ יםבְרֵאשִַ֖ רֶץ׃ אֱלֹהִִׁ֑ ת הָאֶָֽ יִם וְאֵֶ֥ ת הַשָמַַ֖ אֵֶ֥

When God began to create*When God began 
to create Others “In the beginning God 
created.” heaven and earth—

(Breishit 1:1

— IN THE BEGINNINGבראשית  Rabbi Isaac said: The Torah 
which is the Law book of Israel should have commenced with 
the verse (Exodus 12:2) “This month shall be unto you the first 
of the months” which is the first commandment given to 
Israel. What is the reason, then, that it commences with the 
account of the Creation? Because of the thought expressed in 
the text (Psalms 111:6) “He declared to His people the strength 
of His works (i.e. He gave an account of the work of Creation), 
in order that He might give them the heritage of the nations.” 
For should the peoples of the world say to Israel, “You are 
robbers, because you took by force the lands of the seven 
nations of Canaan”, Israel may reply to them, “All the earth 
belongs to the Holy One, blessed be He; He created it and gave 
it to whom He pleased. When He willed He gave it to them, and 
when He willed He took it from them and gave it to us” (Yalkut 
Shimoni on Torah 187). (Rashi, Breishit 1:1)

file://///Exodus.12.2
file://///Psalms.111.6
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Rav Moshe Stav
Magid Shiur, Yeshivat KBY, Hachodesh Hazeh Lachem Rosh Chodashim

Rabbi Yitzchak’s question is rooted in the assumption that the purpose of the Torah is to 
teach us mitzvot the answer to this question is that the stories recorded in Sefer Breishit
teach us the very foundations of our beliefs and an understanding of how Hashem runs the 
world, which must precede the learning of the mitzvot. 

……

There are two systems of Hashem’s providence in this world. The first utilizes the laws of 
nature and is expressed by the name Elokim. The second is overt providence, as reflected in 
the creation of Klal Yisrael, who live in accordance with the Torah, who are governed 
directly by Hashem, and who achieve spiritual perfection. In order to create this ideal 
reality, all the details of the whole must be perfect – including the sanctity of place (Eretz 
Yisrael, which lacks nothing) and the sanctity of time. In order to create such a nation, the 
prerequisite is that the nation establish its schedule on its own, according to its own 
priorities. This is the deeper meaning of the Seforno’s brief comment.



Breishit 1 vs Breishit 2 

א  ית בָרֶָׁ֣ יםבְרֵאשִַ֖ רֶץ׃ אֱלֹהִִׁ֑ ת הָאֶָֽ יִם וְאֵֶ֥ ת הַשָמַַ֖ אֵֶ֥

When God began to createheaven and earth—

רֶץ  הוְהָאָ  וּחַ הָיְתֶָ֥ וֹם וְרֶׁ֣ שֶךְ עַל־פְנֵֶׁ֣י תְהִׁ֑ הוּ וְחַֹ֖ הוּ֙ וָבֹֹ֔ יםתִֹ֨ אֱלֹהִֹ֔

פֶת  מְרַחֶַ֖

יִם׃  עַל־פְנֵֶ֥י הַמֶָֽ

The earth being unformed and void, with darkness 
over the surface of the deep and a wind from God 
sweeping over the water—

אמֶר  ֶֹ֥ יםוַי וֹר אֱלֹהִַ֖ י אִׁ֑ וֹריְהִֶׁ֣ ַֽיְהִי־אֶֽ ׃ וֶַֽ

God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.

Breishit perek 1: 1 – 3 

רֶץ  יִם וְהָאַָ֖ וֹת הַשָמֶַּ֛ לֶה תוֹלְדֹ֧ םאֵֶׁ֣ רְאִָׁ֑ וֹת יְהֹוֶָ֥ה בְהִבֶָֽ וֹם עֲשֶּ֛ יםבְי  רֶץ אֱלֹהִַ֖ אֶֶ֥

יִם׃  וְשָמֶָֽ

Such is the story of heaven and earth when they were 
created. When God  יהוהmade earth and heaven—

ל  רֶץ ׀וְכֶֹׁ֣ הְיֶֶׁ֣ה בָאָֹ֔ רֶם יִֶֽ ה טֶֶ֚ יחַ הַשָדֶ  שֶבשִֶׁ֣ ח כִי֩ וְכׇל־עֵֶ֥ רֶם יִצְמִָׁ֑ ה טֶֶׁ֣ הַשָדֶַ֖

יר יְהֹוָֹּ֤ה  א הִמְטִֵ֜ ִֹ֨ רֶץאֱלֹהִים֙ ל ד עַל־הָאָֹ֔ עֲבַֹ֖ יִן לֶַֽ ם אַֹ֔ הוְאָדֶָׁ֣ אֲדָמֶָֽ ׃  אֶת־הֶָֽ
when no shrub of the field was yet on earth and no grasses 

of the field. had yet sprouted, because God  יהוהhad not 
sent rain upon the earth and there were no human beings to 

till the soil, 

ה  עֲלֶֶׁ֣ ד יֶַֽ רֶץוְאֵַ֖ ה מִן־הָאִָׁ֑ ת־כׇל־פְנֵֶ֥יוְהִשְקַָ֖ ה׃ אֶֶֽ אֲדָמֶָֽ הֶָֽ

but a flow would well up from the ground and water the 
whole surface of the earth—

ה  יצֶר֩ יְהֹוִָ֨ יםוַיִ֩ םאֱלֹהִֵ֜ אָדָ  העָפָר֙ אֶת־הֶָֽ אֲדָמָֹ֔ חמִן־הֶָׁ֣ ת  וַיִפֶַ֥ יו נִשְמֶַׁ֣ בְאַפַָ֖

ה׃  ם לְנֶֶ֥פֶש חַיֶָֽ אָדַָ֖ י הֶָֽ ַֽיְהִֶ֥ ים וֶַֽ חַיִִׁ֑

God  יהוהformed the Human blowing into his nostrils the 
breath of life: the Human became a living being.

Breishit 2: 4 - 7



א םוָאֵרָ  קאֶל־אַבְרָהֶָּ֛ באֶל־יִצְחֶָ֥ ל־יַעֲקַֹ֖ עְתִי  וְאֶֶֽ א נוֹדַַ֖ ֶֹ֥ ה ל י יְהֹוָֹ֔ י וּשְמִֶׁ֣ ל שַדִָׁ֑ בְאֵֶׁ֣

ם׃   Iלָהֶֶֽ

Hashem appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as El Shaddai, 
but I did not make Myself known to them by My name 

Shemot, Perek 6:3

Chazal debate whether the future redemption will take place in Tishrei or in Nissan. These two views 
parallel the two different modes of Hashem’s hashgacha. Sefer Bereishit is the sefer of “Elokim,” the book of 
creation and nature, of “the power of His actions He recounted to His nation,” of the avot who lived their 
lives guided by Hashem’s hand in nature: “I appeared [to the avot]… with the name Kel Shakkai, but the 
name Hashem I did not reveal to them” (Shemot 6:3). Sefer Shemot, in contrast, is the sefer of the Name of 
Hashem – the revelation of His hashgacha, the main goal of which was the creation of His nation. – Rav Stav



That is freedom that comes from voluntary acceptance of the law. That is the kind of freedom that 
hard work though it is, is absolutely invulnerable, and will never die and will never be conquered. 
That is the kind of freedom to which we are called as Jews and which we recall ourselves every 
Pesach, let us use that freedom first to say I’m proud and tall as Jews, and second to work for the 
freedom and justice of all. 

Rabbi Jonathan Saks, A New Concept of Freedom, March 20, 2018


