Moshe Received Torah? Where were the rest of us?

Yossef Slotnik — Yeshivat Maale Gilboa
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Moses received the Torah at Sinai and transmitted it to Joshua, Joshua to the elders,
and the elders to the prophets, and the prophets to the Men of the Great Assembly.

) P99 N XNDN 1N 2297 MAN NIVN MIVP MNION

YY) MAN 12) PIY 0N NINW MY NON DTN 1Y HN DININ U7AY [HA9D 015N 1Y)
DN INSY NN TINOND 12PN IRIYI 0N PN DIV NNV MY DTX DY DXININ 11772)
: DIV DTN DIPITS

(And raise up many students.] For the House of Shammai, say: One should teach only

a person who is wise, humble, of good pedigree, and rich. But the House of Hillel say:
Teach everyone, for there were many sinners in Israel, and they were brought close to

Torah study, and they came out righteous, kind, and proper.
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Section 1 1yvp
Moseswas sanctified in a cloud, and recerved Torah | D90 Y%ap) 2wwa vpm avn .1

from Sinai. As it says (Exodus 24:16), "And the
glory of the Eternal dwelt on Mount Sinai”; that
was for Moses, in order to purify him. This was after
the giving of the Ten Commandments, according to
Rabbi Yosei HaGalili.
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But Rabbi Akiva says (as the verse continues), VY PYNINOI IMIN Y'Y .2
rand the cloud covered it for six days” — [that was] | nwnY [ Y] (OV) DM
for Moses; and only then, 7On the seventh day He | nwn SN Xap» [wTn wNIND]
called to Moses from within the cloud,” in order (OW) YN TINN S¥avn o»a
give honor to Moses. :WNY T2 PIYND
Rabbi Natan said: And why was Moses held back | nwnasyn nn»anym . .3
for those six days, without God’s speech resting YOY NIV KD DM WY 5O
upon him? So that he could be emptied of all the oon pdY »avwa M7
food and drink that was in his stomach, so that TY PYNI PNV PNYVI NN
when he was sanctified, he would be like the YMINDND N WITPIIY NV
angels who serve God. v
Rabbi Matya ben Heresh said to him: Master, they | N> 7 wvan 2 NN M1 98 4

told him this only to terrify him, so that he would
receive the words of Torah with terror and awe,
trembling and sweating, as it says (Psalms 2:11),
nServe the Eternal with awe, and rejoice with
trembling.”
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Once it happened that Rabbi Yoshiah and Rabbi
Matya ben Heresh were both sitting and engaging
in words of Torah. Rabbi Yoshiah began to leave,
to go to work (lit., to the “way of the world”).
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Rabbi Matya ben Heresh said to him: How can
you abandon the words of the living God and
immerse yourself in the way of the world? (Even
though you are my master and I am your student, I
still must say that it is not good to abandon the
words of the living God and immerse in the way of
the world!)
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So it was said about them: Whenever they would sit
and engage in Torah they would zealously argue
with one another, but when they parted, they did so
as if they were young lovers.
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Section 2

The Torah was given at Sinai through Moses’ hands,
as it says (Deuteronomy 5:19), "He wrote them on
two stone tablets, and He gave them to me.” And
then later it says (Leviticus 26:46), "These are the
decrees and the laws and the teachings that the
Eternal gave, through Moses on Mount Sinai,
between Him and the children of Israel.”
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The Torah that the Holy Blessed One gave to Israel
was given only through Moses, as it says (Exodus
31:17), "Between Me and the children of Israel”;
Moses merited to be a messenger between the
children of Israel and the Omnipresent God.

SNAWY N7aPn MY NN
NIV W 7Y RON 1IN XD
197 DNV M1 P2y M2
M1 Pa OV NPNY NYn

.DWPNY SN

Moses prepared the inaugural ram and the anointing
oil, and anointed Aaron and his sons with it all seven
days of inauguration, and from it, all the high priests
and kings are anointed. And Elazar burned the [red]
heifer as a sin offering, with which impurities would
be purified for generations. Rabbi Eliezer said:
Great is this ritual, for it is practiced throughout the
generations, just as Aaron and his sons were
sanctified with this anointing oil, as it says (Exodus
30: 30), ”Anoint Aaron and his sons, and sanctify
them to serve as priests.”
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Section 3

Joshua received from Moses — as it says (Numbers
27:20), ”Give him some of your majesty, so that the
whole congregation of the children of Israel will
heed him.”
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The Elders received from Joshua — as it says
(Judges 2:7), "The people served the Eternal all the
days of Joshua and all the days of the Elders who
lived on after Joshua and who had seen all the great
works that the Eternal had performed for Israel.”
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The Judges received from Joshua — as it says (Ruth
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1:1), 7And it was in the days that the Judges judged.” | VWA VIdY M2 >IN
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The [early] Prophets received it from the Judges— | ©vawn  Wap  OND

as it says (Jeremiah 7:25), 7And I sent you all My
servants, the prophets, daily and persistently.”
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Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi received from the
Prophets..
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The Men of the Great Assembly received from
Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi And they said three
things: Be deliberate in judgment, and raise up
many students, and make a fence around the Torah.
Be deliberate in judgment.
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