Kavod Haberiyot: Shaming a bride and other such stories

Torah in Motion Part Two
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Shulchan Aruch Orach Chayim 339

And We do not Betroth [on Shabbat]: Comment: And
there are those who permit betrothal where the man
does not have a wife or children (Rabbeinu Tam). And
it is possible this is law for bringing her into the
chuppa — that it is permitted (Semag). And even though
we do not normally rule this way, we can rely on it for
cases of great need because great is human dignity; For
it sometimes happens that the dowry was not settled on
Friday until the night began, and thus, the huppa and
kiddushin are carried out on Friday night. And since
they had already prepared for the meal and the
wedding, it would be humiliation for the bride and
groom if they would not marry then; and nonetheless,
ideally it should be avoided.
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Responsa Rema 125

I heard behind me the sound of a great noise. Voices
passed through the camp saying, Look at that man
Moshe (Exodus 33:8).” It concerned the action taken
by me recently when I arranged a wedding in the usual
way. All knew the state of the bride as she entered
under the wedding canopy. It was in the dark of night
on Friday evening, an hour and a half after night had
fallen. The circumstances which impelled me to this
action are clear. It is known to all who live in our city
and this is what happened:

There was a poor man in our land who had betrothed
his elder daughter to a suitable mate. During the period
of the betrothal, which was of considerable duration,
the father went to his world and left life to all of Israel.
The daughter was left bereaved, without father and
mother, except for relatives who lived far from her.
They shut their eyes to her plight, all except one
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relative, the brother of her mother, who brought her
into his house, for she had no relatives closer than he.

Then, when the time came for her marriage and it was
time to prepare for the feast and the requirements of the
wedding canopy, she did not see anything of the dowry
and the other needs which the relatives had promised
her. But she was told to take her ritual bath and prepare
herself for the marriage, and that the dowry would be
forthcoming. This maiden then did as the women
neighbors commanded her. They decked her with the
veil on the sixth day, as virgins are bedecked. When
the shadows of the evening began to fall and Shabbat
was approaching, her relatives who were to give the
dowry closed their fists and refused to give a sufficient
amount, so that at least a third of the dowry was still
lacking. Then the groom absolutely refused to marry
her. He paid no attention to the pleas of the leaders of
the city that he refrain from putting a daughter of Israel
to shame for the sake of mere money. He refused to
listen to them, “as a deaf serpent does not hear the
voice of a charmer (Psalms 58:5).” Nor did the voice of
the Rabbi move him.

Because of these quarrels, time drew on; as the saying
goes, “There is no marriage settlement without
dispute,” and the work of Satan prompted them until
the time mentioned above came. Then they finally
agreed and the groom consented to enter under the
wedding canopy and no longer to shame a worthy
daughter of Israel. Thereupon I arose and conducted
the marriage at that hour.

Now, since people are complaining against me, I have
come now to remove their complaints from me and to
bring the proof and the reasons upon which I relied in
this matter, saying: In this way behold and sanctify.

...In any event, all of these words are enough to say in
my name that one can permit in such a case for it was an
hour of emergency and the virgin bride was humiliated
if we would delay the huppa after the mikva until after
Shabbat. Further, it is not the custom to walk about with
the veil until after Shabbat nor do marry on Sunday as is
the custom of the citizens who marry on their holy day.
And Rabbeinu Tam is worthy enough to rely on in an
hour of emergency, even more so when the sugya in the
Gemara is proven to read with his explanation and thus
ruled...... and brought the Semag that in times of great
need, it was permitted to betroth/marry on Shabbat but
he would not rule this way in practice only principle,
here ends his quote. In other words, when there is great
need one should permit and there is not greater need than
this, that this orphan is greatly humiliated and would
bear this blight all of her days, to distinguish her from
among all of the other virgins. And great is human
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dignity that it overrides negative commandment of “do
not turn astray [from rabbinic law] and this matter is a
rabbinic prohibition, for fear that one may come to write
as was written in our Gemara or for fear he will be
perceived as acquiring an acquisition on Shabbat as
written in the Yerushalmi and as I will explain in the
future. Not only do we have to be concerned that the
shidduch not be called off completely and the match
nullified because of the terrible fighting and quarreling
going on between them, and great is peace between a
husband and wife and even though they are only
engaged, one should be lenient since she is already
attached to him intimately as Rabbeinu Tam and The
Rosh wrote..with regard to a betrothed maiden who
becomes a mourner, that we allow her to enter the
Chuppah after seven days of Shiva because of his need
to procreate. And we also are lenient with regard to
betrothing/marrying off minor girls against the words of
Chazal that it is prohibited to marry off a minor daughter
until she is old enough to say who she wants to marry...
And why am I toiling, go and see what is going on
outside, specifically in our city...and sometimes five or
six chuppot are carried out in one day and carry on one
or two hours into the night, for one does not distinguish
between bringing in the Shabbat with Barchu or not, for
it is not up to the congregation to decide when Shabbat
is but Shabbat itself determines its time from the time it
gets dark with regard to Kiddush and maser and the truth
is that the need of the hour brings us to be lenient with
these things which are only rabbinic prohibitions and in
great need, they did not decree. And with this I rest and
with this I remove doubt, for one should certainly be
careful to prepare everything before Shabbat so this
situation should not recur. But if it already happen, what
can one do and the hour became late until it was
suddenly dark and one has to fear the break up of the
couple or humiliating the virgin etc to rely on a leniency
to avoid total loss and one can rejoice in the peace and
the pleasure of Shabbat afterwards.

Thus says Moshe, the son of my father and teacher,
Israel of blessed memory, the one called

Moshe Isserles of Krakow
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Yabia Omer 8: Yoreah Deah 32

I was asked regarding a woman who in her youth as a
single woman lived with a man and became pregnant
and when she realized she was pregnant, went to a
doctor and had an abortion and afterwards went to live
in another city and became religious devotedly and
wholeheartedly and married a yeshiva student who
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lived in fear of the word of God and they lived together
with love and peace between them and she became
pregnant and had a son. And the husband wants to
fulfill the mitzvah of pidyon haben as demanded by
Halacha because he did not know that before her
marriage to him his wife had become pregnant from
another man and had aborted the fetus and the woman
came to the local rabbi to tell him all that happened to
her before her marriage to his yeshiva student and
asked the rav if she has to tell her husband to save him
from making a blessing in vain over the redeeming of
the first born. And if he finds out all that happened to
his wife before marriage, the shalom bayit will be
destroyed and this may cause quarrelling and dissent
and who knows where this will lead and perhaps it will
come to divorce so perhaps we can say that great is
peace between husband and wife that even God’s name
can be erased to maintain it and thus, sitting still and
doing nothing is preferable.
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Noda Beyehuda Mehadura Kamma, Orach Chaim 35

Responsum to the community of [Unnamed Town], to the distinguished Rabbi [Unnamed], may his

light shine, Av Beit Din of the aforementioned community, 5530 [1770]:

Your letter, dated the 9th of this month, reached me yesterday. And although | am currently
preoccupied with the burdens of my students — combined with the general distractions of this time
— nevertheless, since the matter touches on the "gate of those who return" [i.e., penitents], | said:
the gates of repentance are always open. Especially since you mention in your letter that this

concerns a bar bei rav [a student of Torah].

Now, the root of the question is that someone transgressed for three years consecutively, during

which he was living with a woman. Now he has been awakened to repentance, and blessed is he, for

his Torah has stood by him so that he did not become firmly entrenched in impurity. His soul seeks to

know: since he is now the son-in-law of this woman, since he has married her daughter, is he

obligated to inform his father-in-law to separate from his wife, the adulteress, or is silence better?

They are people of reputation, with children who are important in Torah and come from an esteemed

family. There is concern about a tarnished reputation and, due to kavod habriyot (human dignity),

the penitent is permitted to do nothing and not inform his father-in-law at all.

[The Noda Be-Yehuda related this question to the above-mentioned argument between Rambam and

the Rosh. Rambam, who stated that one must tear off shatnez worn by another in the marketplace,
would believe that the adulterer should tell his father-in-law what he had done. The Rosh, whose
opinion is that one is not obligated to tell another party that he is wearing shatnez, would feel that the

son-in-law may “sit and not act” and not say anything.]

Yet, he further asks whether it is correct to say that he is required to inform him. If he informs him,

should he not be concerned if his father-in-law does not heed the message? Is he obligated to go

before the rabbinical court, and does the court have the authority to compel him to separate due to




the confession of his son-in-law? He also asked for guidance in how to respond to this man, according
to his abilities, as he is a very weak person but is consistent in his Torah study.

However, there is room for doubt — which Your Honor also raised in your letter — that even if there
is a general obligation to inform, perhaps this applies only in a case where one's words will certainly
be effective. For example, like when one's friend is wearing sha'atnez [a forbidden mixture of wool
and linen], and he can show him the proof. Or if the woman had committed adultery with two valid
witnesses — in such cases the testimony is conclusive. But here, even if he tells the husband, he
might not be believed — he is, after all, like one person against two (ke-vé-trei) — and thus his
words will not be effective. For a woman is not prohibited [to her husband] unless there is warning
and seclusion (kinui ve-setirah), or with clear witnesses. So who says that he is obligated at all to
inform him in such a case?

Nonetheless, it appears this reasoning is not sufficient to exempt him. For if it were clear that the
husband would believe him and take action to separate himself from the prohibition, then certainly
he would be obligated to inform, as stated above. Therefore, even now — though it is not clear
whether the husband will believe him — he is still obligated to do his part. This is no less than the
mitzvah of tochacha (rebuke), about which it is said in Tractate Shabbat (55a): “If it is revealed to you,
is it revealed to them?” — see there.

Regarding Your Honor's doubt — if the husband is informed but does not accept his words, is the
informant obligated to appear before a Beit Din (rabbinical court) and inform them as well?

The matter is simple: it is sufficient that he inform the husband alone. For, either way, if the husband
accepts his words, he will separate from the woman — and that is good. And if the husband does not
accept his words and does not believe him, then what benefit would come from going before Beit
Din? After all, the husband is not obligated to believe him, and what could the Beit Din do about it?

All the more so, he is not obligated to come before Beit Din — and perhaps he is even not permitted
to do so. He may even be liable for lashes mi-derabanan (by rabbinic decree) for publicizing a sin that
is not already known. Therefore, the wise course of action is for the adulterer to inform the husband
privately. According to strict halakhah, he need only tell him that he knows his wife has committed
adultery — for what does it matter to the husband with whom she committed adultery? She is
prohibited to him regardless. So why should the adulterer unnecessarily publicize his own sin?

As the Talmud says (Yoma 86b): regarding a sin that is not public, the verse says, “Happy is the one
whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.” And one who makes his sins public is brazen.

Nevertheless, from a logical perspective, his words are more likely to be accepted by the husband if
he sees that the man is confessing with weeping and sighing, and that the words appear sincere.
Therefore, it is better that he confess privately to the husband, who is now his father-in-law. And if he
feels shame before his father-in-law — all the better. For one who sins and is ashamed of it is
forgiven.




Furthermore, it appears to me that he is obligated, at the very least, to seek forgiveness from his

father-in-law. For this sin of adultery with a married woman involves two aspects: one between the

person and God — which can be atoned for through repentance and Yom Kippur — and one between

a person and their fellow, since he has caused the husband to be forbidden to his wife. And for sins

between people, Yom Kippur and repentance do not suffice. He must seek reconciliation. Even in the

case of theft — where the item is returned — one must still seek forgiveness for the emotional

distress caused. How much more so here, where the damage cannot be undone, that he must seek to

appease him.

And since Your Honor mentioned that he (the sinner) is very wealthy, he should increase his giving of

tzedakah, for as the verse says: "And your sin shall be redeemed through charity."

And how good it would be if he would consider following the path of penance prescribed by the

Rokeach. Although | do not have the Sefer Rokeach before me at this time, he should examine for

himself the number of fast days designated there for the sin of adultery with a married woman — and

perhaps also the number of fast days for niddah (a menstruating woman), for it is certain that he was

not careful even during her days of niddah.

And he should triple the number of days, according to the view of the K’nei Chochmah. The total

number of days should be redeemed with charity in accordance with the calculation explained in

Orach Chaim, end of Siman 334 — namely, twelve prutot (small coins) per day. These twelve coins

equal the numeric value of “chai” (18), according to the calculation brought in the Magen Avraham,

subsection 34, in the name of the Terumat HaDeshen.

The total sum thus calculated should be distributed to charity, if possible, without upsetting his wife.

Nevertheless, he should also undertake the number of fasts | have assigned him.

And He who is merciful shall atone for sin; his iniquity will pass, and his transgression will be forgiven

Yabia Omer Part 2: Even Haezer 2

I will stand and look within the law regarding one who
stumbled with a married woman and had an affair
with her consent in a way that she is prohibited to her
husband and the lover repented and wants to know if
he needs to tell her husband so that he separates
himself from a prohibition or if there is room to be
lenient because of the blemish to the family and
great is human dignity.

..from all that is said above and in order not to lock
the door in the face of those who do teshuva, it is
possible to be lenient and not tell the husband
because of the blemish to the family and great is
human dignity. And do not say that there is no benefit
in the repentance of the lover and it is said in Hagiga
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9b, a crooked thing cannot be fixed and this is one P 9203 2wnd RHW L1 1T PRI DYw1 onhy TInod
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witnesses, she is not prohibited, it is appropriate to
rely on those sources in a time of great need such as
this one. So he will not be perceived as immersing in
the mikva with an insect in his hand. And as was
written in the Shaarei Deah, even the baal teshuva is a
man among men and brave of heart and whole in his
repentance, one tells him by way of advising, that if he
is sure that when the husband finds out about this
treachery he will separate himself from the
prohibition, since the baal teshuvs is believed like two
witnesses, it is well for him to tell him to prevent him
from sinning. And he should continue on with this
repentance and do good deeds with all of his strength
and rejoice in his trials and tribulations and learn a lot
of Torah.

N YN X D TN MY
N'7nn |'Tn 7097

TN707X 0772 210 - DNI0'KA 1vINY *TD N7ua7 1907 NA'N DXN NNI'TY WK

2 .NWYI DI XY NYYN 7R QWA NNy KR NIMAY D7 ANTY DIMAn T2 7m0 1nR X7 X
0"2N1N1 Y"NIN DT 1'7N] - NIMNAN T2 W'Y DIPNA - 1WNI907 DN OND Y KD XVINNTENPNn2
.71¥U2 Ta12d 0'N7D NYIN Y2

AYMdNT7 2N DT WIRIN X TN KN I0'RN TWND A

.Unn NIY'R "N X720 TINY DN7 NN T NiMan T oivn LT

DIORY 7" NTAW AN 17 NNIMY M 127 11I0'RN W90 IR ' [ Tan? v o

,NNI'T IMWRY 7927 YTINY TR TVY7 'R Ny wnw'? 230 DX 'O 7N X'an Nu'wY nndw ' |
JAVITING X D71 ARNING 7520 7,0 T nnYy NWKRN DX D7IR

I7'9X NIM2N T2 191 NNTIY 11T NN WAISNA 11'RY |I'D NVI0 NI0'RY D" ANN NYTA MDY M W' .1
.D'ND1 1MQT 'RII0N RYT INT IND NWYI DI

2'WN NINAN T2 DIYN JI0'R7 NI 12'R111197 N7RY N7RWIY "N NDIN 1"y "7 T nviaw 'oima .n
.NWYI DI D

197 'TN ,IN7 DX WND' 1752 N7 'AR' OX 9"1NN NTAY 7027 V' TINY 9TV NNIFTY NWKRY 1ANDY U' .0
.0 'YIT'P7 120 102'Y79X 0TI M1 Y YN

NININ TIAd7 N1 'WrN K71 N7VA7 YITING W AW DIYYT7 DRALNNITY DNTINY DYURY AN W'
NNAYN DITI NAIYN NYZani 7'RIN

TTNY NNIT NTY 1IWN907 DYDY DT [2 NIK 7'W7] W'RIN DAY 9N T 7w KON W7 0T QUKD XY
.NY'YO IN7'NN Y







