Torah in Motion, Parshat Ekev, Yael Jaffe

Part |

Source #1 Devarim 8:1-5

N: You shall faithfully observe all the
Instruction that | enjoin upon you today, that
you may thrive and increase and be able to
possess the land that GOD promised on oath
to your fathers.

1 :Remember the long way that the ETERNAL
your God has made you travel in the
wilderness these past forty years,

1. in order to test you by hardships to learn
what was in your hearts: whether you would
keep the commandments or not.

2. 2:[God] subjected you to the hardship of
hunger and then gave you manna to eat, which
neither you nor your ancestors had ever
known, in order to teach you that a human
being does not live on bread alone, but that
one may live on anything that GOD decrees.
3. T: The clothes upon you did not wear out,
nor did your feet swell these forty years.

4. n: Bearin mind that the ETERNAL your God
disciplines you just as a man disciplines his
son.
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Source #2 Devarim 8:6-18

I: Therefore keep the commandments of the
ETERNAL your God: walk in God’s ways and
show reverence.

' When you have eaten your fill, give thanks to
the ETERNAL your God for the good land given
to you.

T: beware lest your heart grow haughty and
you forget the ETERNAL your God—who freed
you from the land of Egypt, the house of
bondage;

10: who led you through the great and terrible
wilderness with its seraph serpents and
scorpions, a parched land with no water in it,
who brought forth water for you from the flinty
rock;

T0: who fed you in the wilderness with manna,
which your ancestors had never known, in
order to test you by hardships only to benefit
you in the end—

m: and you say to yourselves, “My own power
and the might of my own hand have won this
wealth for me.”

n': Remember that it is the ETERNAL your God
who gives you the power to get wealth, in
fulfillment of the covenant made on oath with
your fathers, as is still the case.
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Part ll: Where the word n01 is used in the Torah

Akeidat Yitzchak- Breishit 22
Devarim 8

The maan-Shmot 16 &

Wanting water- Shmot 15 & 17
In Mara Hashem “tests” them;
in Masa & Meriva-they “test”
Hashem

Har Sinai — Shmot 20

Navi Sheker- Dvarim 13

Part lll: How the Commentaries understand the term "no1"

Opinion #1: Rashi on TV Nninw (about the Maan)

So that 110Ix whether he will go in my Torah. |f they
will keep the Mitzvot about it, that they won’t leave over
from it and they went leave on Shabbat to gather.
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Argument against opinion-1 (Rambam in Moreh Nevuchim 3:24)

Thus it is worthwhile that the topic of Nisyonot should
be understood, not that Hashem wants to test and
check a person to know something that he doesn’t
already know. Therefore, G-d forbid that one should
imagine it like the empty and unwise people with their
evil thinking. Know this.
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Opinion #2: Ramban on 21> N'UX121 (about Akeidat Yitzchak)

And G-d “Nissa” Avraham. The meaning of the word
Nisayon in my opinion is that a person’s action is fully in
his hands, if he wants he will do it and if not he won’t. It
is called “Nisayon” from the perspective of the one
getting the Nisayon, but the One giving itis commanding
him to turn something possible into an actual action, for
him to get the reward of doing a good action, and not
just the reward of having the right intention. Know that
Hashem will test in a case that he knows the personis a
Tzadik that will do his will and he wants to make him be
considered righteous, and he won’t choose the evil
people to test that won’t listen. And all the Nisyanotin
the Torah are to benefit the person being tested.

T12Y2 °AYTY R 103D TRV I DY 7193 2PN
DX APy 737 OX L1773 Npmn mw oTRa ayn Ny
RIRT 22N AR T8 "I XY Ay X2 737 KD

1 N7 ,7553 98 093 1 1273 X¥iAY T2 My 12
PY7¥ OV 02 v7 7253 2iv 2% 70 X7 ,aiv apyn 0

19% Yy P72 v XY L(iR™ 009an) 0
YR DOYYIT DY 102 89,1032 iniR MR ivTeah vom
:9IRD N2TWY 77iRaY NiaboIn 92 3 vned XY

Argument against opinion-2 (Rambam in Moreh Nevuchim 3:24)

Mistaken opinion: Nisayon comes to increase reward
The popular position on the topic of Nisayon- that
Hashem brings on people punishments even though
they did not sin in order to increase his reward- This
foundation is not found in the Torah in any form. There
is a foundational religious concept that contradicts this
position, “G-d is trustworthy and has no faults” (Dvarim
32,4).

Also, the Rabbis don’t hold this controversial position,
because they said, “there is no death without sin, and
no punishments without sin” (Shabbat 55a). This is the
position that all believers should think, not that Hashem
is faulty, G-d forbid.
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Opinion #3: The Rambam in Moreh Nevuchim 3:24

Rather the meaning is that it should be an
example/model that all should behave by and they
should go in its ways.
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