Rabbi Moshe Shulman

eTiM Pesach Series 5785 — The Sages of Bnei Brak

Why is this Seder Night Different from all other Seder Nights?
The Sages of Bnei Brak and their Timeless Message of Hope *
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And this is the promise that has sustained our ancestors and ourselves, for it was not just once that somebody rose against us to destroy us;
for in every generation they rise up to destroy us and the Holy One, Blessed be He, saves us from their hands.

Haggadah (Maggid)
WE WERE SLAVES to Pharaoh in Egypt, and the LORD our God

brought us out of there with a strong hand and an outstretched arm.
And if the Holy One, blessed be He, had not brought our fathers out
of Egypt — then we, and our children, and the children of our
children, would still be enslaved to Pharaoh in Egypt. And even
were we all wise, all intelligent, all aged and all knowledgeable in
the Torabh, still the command would be upon us to tell of the coming
out of Egypt; and the more one tells of the coming out of Egypt, the
more admirable it is.

ONCE, Rabbi Eliezer and Rabbi Yehoshua and Rabbi Elazar ben
Azaria and Rabbi Akiva and Rabbi Tarfon reclined [for the seder]
in Benei Brak. And they told of the Exodus from Egypt all that
night; until their students came in and said, “Teachers — the time for
saying the Shema of the morning has come.”

Rabbi Elazar ben Azaria said: I am almost seventy years old, and
never have I merited to find the command to speak of the Exodus
from Egypt at night — until Ben Zoma interpreted: It is written, “SO
THAT YOU REMEMBER THE DAY OF YOUR EXODUS FROM
EGYPT ALL THE DAYS OF YOUR LIFE.” “The days of your
life” would mean in the days; “all the days of your life” includes the
nights. But the sages say, “The days of your life” would mean only
in this world; “all the days of your life” brings in the time of the
Messiah.

Haggadah
One might have thought his meant from the beginning of the month.

And so it says, “on that day.” Had it said only “on that day,” one
might have thought [the obligation] applied during the day. And so
it also says, “Because of this” — “because of this ” can only be said
when matza and bitter herbs are there before you.

Zevach Pesach (Abrabanel)

The Maggid brings an example of how it is praiseworthy to tell the
story of the Exodus from Egypt at length, even if one is wise,
discerning, and knowledge in Torah. This incident took place when
five great Torah scholars of the generation gathered on Passover eve
in B’nai Brak to tell the story of the Exodus. This must have been
after the meal... They continued to discuss the story until sunrise
and their students came to tell them it was time to recite the Sh 'ma.
The Sages isolated themselves while telling the story and discussing
its meaning. They weren’t even aware that the morning light had
arrived. Their students had to remind them to recite the Sh’'ma,
whose recital time begins with the first rays of sunlight (hainetz
hachamay).
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Pesachim 120b

“And they shall eat of the meat on that night” (Exodus 12:8), Rabbi
Elazar ben Azarya says: Here it is stated “on that night,” And
below it is stated: “And I will pass through the land of Egypt on that
night... (Exodus 12:12). Just as below, midnight, so too, here, until
midnight.

Rabbi Akiva said to him: But wasn’t it already stated: in haste, until
the time of haste. If so, what is the meaning of “On that night”? 1
might have thought it is eaten during the day, like other offerings,
the verse states: “On that night,” to tell us it is eaten at night, and it
is not eaten during the day.

Brachot 9a

Baraita: The mitzvot of the recitation of the evening Shema, hallel
[on Pesach] and the Paschal offering may all be performed until
dawn. Rav Yosef said: This is not difficult: Our mishna, is in
accordance with Rabbi Elazar ben Azarya. While this baraita, is in
accordance with Rabbi Akiva.

Rabbi Abba said: Everyone agrees that when Israel were redeemed
from Egypt they were redeemed in the evening, as it is stated:
“...the Lord, your God, took you out from Egypt at night”
(Deuteronomy 16:1). And when they left, they left during the day,
as it is stated: “on the day after the Paschal lamb the children of
Israel went out with a high hand... (Numbers 33:3).

However, with regard to what did they disagree? With regard to the
‘time of haste’ (Exodus 12:11). Rabbi Elazar ben Azarya held:
What is haste? The haste of the Egyptians. Rabbi Akiva held:
What is haste? The haste of Israel!

Exodus 12:11

This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your
feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it in haste,: it is
a Paschal offering to God
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Exodus 12

(29) At midnight, Hashem struck all the firstborns of the land of
Egypt, from the firstborn of Paroh, who sits on his throne, to the
firstborn of the captive who was in the dungeon, and every firstborn
of the animals. (30) Paroh rose in the night, he and all his servants
and all of Egypt, and there was a great crying in Egypt for there was
no house in which there was no dead. (31) He called to Moshe and
Aharon in the night, and said, "Rise and go forth from the midst of
my people, both you and the Children of Israel, and go and serve
Hashem as you have spoken. (32) Take both your sheep and your
cattle, as you have spoken, and go! And bless me, too." (33) Egypt
pressed upon the people to hurry to send them out, for they said,
"We are all dying."

(41) At the end of four hundred and thirty years, on that very day,
all the hosts of Hashem went forth from the land of Egypt.
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(41) At the end of four hundred and thirty years, on that very day,
all the hosts of Hashem went forth from the land of Egypt.
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(2) "Go, and cry in the ears of Jerusalem, saying, 'Thus says
Hashem, 'l remember for you the kindness of your youth, the love
of your betrothals, how you went after me in the wilderness, in a
land that was not sown. (3) 'Israel is holiness to Hashem, the first

fruits of His produce. All who devour him shall be held guilty; evil
shall come on them,™ says Hashem.
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The great Rebbi Hiyya and Rebbi Simeon ben Halaphta were
walking in the valley of Arbela before morning and saw “the
morning dawn” that started radiating. The great Rebbi Hiyya said
to Rebbi Simeon ben Halaphta, the great man: so will be the
deliverance of Israel; it starts out very little and grows and longer

as it goes on. What is the reason (Micha 7:8): “When I shall dwell
in darkness, the Lord is my light.”
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(22) Take a bunch of hyssop and dip it in the blood that is in the
basin, and touch the lintel and the two door posts with the blood
that is in the basin. And, as for you, no man shall go forth from
the entrance of his house until morning. (23) And Hashem will
pass through to plague the Egyptians, and He will see the blood on
the lintel and on the two doorposts, and Hashem will skip over the

entrance and will not let the destroyer comes into your houses to
plague.
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Come, my people, enter into your chambers and shut your doors
behind you. Hide yourself for a little moment, until the indignation
is past.
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(35) For I will defend [my people in] this city to save it, for My
own sake, and for My servant David's sake." (36) And the angel
of Hashem went forth and smote in the camp of the Assyrians

a hundred and fourscore and five thousand; and when men arose
early in the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses.
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Sanhedrin 32b
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The Sages taught: The verse states: “Justice, justice, shall you
follow.” This teaches that one should follow the Sages to the
academy... For example... after Rabban Gamliel to Yavne, after
Rabbi Akiva to Bnei Brak... after Rabbi Yehoshua to the exile
[gola], i.e., Babylonia, after Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi to Beit
She’arim, and after the Sages in the time of the Temple to the
Chamber of Hewn Stone.

Haggadah

In every generation a person must see himself as if he himself had
come out of Egypt, as it is said: “And you shall tell your child on
that day, ‘Because of this the LORD acted for me when I came out
of Egypt.”” It was not only our ancestors whom the Holy One
redeemed; He redeemed us too along with them, as it is said: “He
took us out of there, to bring us to the land He promised our
ancestors and to give it to us.”
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Isaiah 11:15-12:5

(15) And Hashem will utterly destroy the tongue of the Egyptian
sea; and with His scorching wind He will shake His hand over the
River. And He will smite it into seven streams, and cause men to
march over in shoes. (16) And there shall be a highway for the
remnant of His people that shall remain from Assyria, like there was
for Israel on the day that he came up out of the land of Egypt.

(1) And on that day you shall say, "I will give thanks to you, O
Hashem; for though you were angry with me, your anger has turned
away, and you comfort me. (2) Behold, God is my salvation. I will
trust, and I will not be afraid; for God Hashem is my strength and
song; and He has been a salvation for me." (3) Therefore with joy
you shall draw water out of the wells of salvation. (4) And on that
day you shall say, "Give thanks to Hashem; proclaim His name.
Declare His doings among the peoples; make mention of Him, for
His name is exalted. (5) Sing to Hashem; for He has done
gloriously. This is made known in all the earth. (6) Cry aloud and
shout, you inhabitant of Zion, for great is the Holy One of Israel in
your midst."

Shoftim 5

(4) Hashem, when you went forth out of Seir, when you marched
out of the field of Edom, the earth trembled, the sky also dropped.
Yes, the clouds dropped water. (5) The mountains quaked at the
presence of Hashem, even Sinai, at the presence of Hashem, the
God of Israel.

II Shmuel 22

(10) He bowed the heavens also and came down; and thick
darkness was under His feet. (11) And He rode upon a cherub and
flew; He was seen upon the wings of the wind. (12) And He made
darkness pavilions around Him; a mass of waters, thick clouds of
the skies. (13) At the brightness before Him, coals of fire flamed
forth. (14) The Lord thundered from heaven; and the Most High
gave forth His voice. (15) And He sent out arrows and scattered
them; lightning, and confused them. (16) And the channels of the
sea appeared; the foundations of the world were laid bare, by the
rebuke of Hashem, at the blast of the breath of His nostrils. (17) He
sent from on high, He took me; He drew me out of many waters.

Rambam, Laws of Kings, 11:3

One should not presume that the Messianic king must work
miracles and wonders, bring about new phenomena in the world,
resurrect the dead, or perform other similar deeds. This is definitely
not true. Proof can be brought from the fact that Rabbi Akiva, one
of the greater Sages of the Mishnah, was one of the supporters of
King Bar Kozibah and would describe him as the Messianic king.
He and all the Sages of his generation considered him to be the
Messianic king until he was killed because of sins. Once he was
killed, they realized that he was not the Mashiach. The Sages did
not ask him for any signs or wonders.
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Haggadah - Maggad — Blessing

Blessed are You, LORD our God, King of the Universe, who has
redeemed us and redeemed our ancestors from Egypt, and brought
us to this night to eat matza and bitter herbs.

So may the LORD our God bring us in peace to other seasons and
festivals that are coming to us, happy in the building of Your city
and rejoicing in Your service; and there we shall eat of sacrifices
and Pesah offerings [On Motzaei Shabbat: of Pesah offerings and
sacrifices], of which the blood will reach the side of Your altar to
be accepted. And we shall thank You in a new song for our
redemption and for our lives’ salvation. Blessed are You, LORD,
Redeemer of Israel.

Pesachim 116b

Rabbi Tarfon says: ‘Who redeemed us and redeemed our
forefathers from Egypt’, but without a concluding blessing.

Rabbi Akiva says: So too, the Lord our God and the God of our
forefathers will bring us to future holidays and Festivals in peace,
happy over the building of Your city and joyous in Your service.
And there we will eat from the Paschal lamb and other offerings,
etc., until: Blessed are You, Lord, Who redeemed Israel.

Psalm 107

(1) "O give thanks to Hashem, for He is good, for His mercy endures
forever." (2) So let the redeemed of Hashem say, whom He has
redeemed from the hand of the adversary; (3) and gathered them
out of the lands, from the east and from the west, from the north and
from the sea.
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26. Rabbi Jonathan Sacks Haggadah:

This, a blessing over the past and a prayer for the future, was composed by two great scholars of the mishnaic age. The first
part was written by Rabbi Tarfon, the second by Rabbi Akiva. Rabbi Akiva was the guardian of hope at one of the darkest
times of Jewish history. The Talmud (Makot 24b) tells of an occasion when he and other sages were walking on Mount Scopus
when they saw a fox walking through the Holy of Holies amid the ruins of the Temple. The others wept, but Rabbi Akiva
comforted them, saying, “Since the prophecies of destruction have come true, the prophecies of consolation will also come
true. The day will come when, in Zechariah’s words, ‘Once again men and women of a ripe old age will sit in the streets of
Jerusalem...and the city streets will be filled with boys and girls playing there’ [Zech. 8:4].” It took nearly two thousand
years, but it has happened in our lifetime. It was Akiva’s hope — expressed here in the vision of “days that are coming
to meet us in peace” — that sustained the Jewish people in exile.
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Makkot 24b

Once again they were coming up to Jerusalem together, and just as they came
to Mount Scopus they saw a fox emerging from the Holy of Holies. They fell
a-weeping and R. Akiba seemed merry... In the [earlier] prophecy [in the
days] of Uriah it is written, Therefore shall Zion for your sake be ploughed
as a field etc. In Zechariah it is written, Thus saith the Lord of Hosts, There
shall yet old men and old women sit in the broad places of Jerusalem, so long
as Uriah's [threatening] prophecy had not had its fulfilment, I had misgivings
lest Zechariah's prophecy might not be fulfilled; now that Uriah's prophecy
has been [literally] fulfilled, it is quite certain that Zechariah's prophecy also
is to find its literal fulfilment. Said they to him: Akiba, you have comforted
us! Akiba, you have comforted us!

Yevamot 62b

It was said that R. Akiba had twelve thousand pairs of disciples, from
Gabbatha to Antipatris; and all of them died at the same time because they
did not treat each other with respect. The world remained desolate until R.
Akiba came to our Masters in the South and taught the Torah to them. These
were R. Meir, R. Judah, R. Jose, R. Simeon and R. Eleazar b. Shammua; and
it was they who revived the Torah at that time. A Tanna taught: All of them
died between Passover and Pentecost.

Mishna Yoma 8:9

Rabbi Akiva said: How fortunate are you, Israel; before Whom are you
purified, and Who purifies you? It is your Father in Heaven, as it is
stated: “And I will sprinkle purifying water upon you, and you shall be
purified” (Ezekiel 36:25). And it says: “The ritual bath of Israel is God”
(Jeremiah 17:13). Just as a ritual bath purifies the impure, so too, the
Holy One, Blessed be He, purifies Israel.

The Great Hallel

And in the assemblies of tens of thousands of Your people, the house of
Israel, with joyous song shall Your name, our King, be glorified in every
generation. For this is the duty of all creatures before You, LORD our
God and God of our ancestors: to thank, praise, laud, glorify, exalt,
honor, bless, raise high and acclaim — even beyond all the words of song
and praise of David, son of Jesse, Your servant, Your anointed.

Mechilta DeRabbi Yishmael, Yitro 10

Rabbi Akiva says: But, as for you, if I bring good upon you, you give
thanks, and when I bring afflictions upon you, you give thanks. And thus
did David say (Psalms 116:3) "the cup of salvation shall I raise, and in
the name of the L-td will I call" — (Ibid. 4) "Trouble and sorrow will I
find, and in the name of the L—rd shall I call."

32. Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, Time as a Narrative of Hope,
The Jonathan Sacks Haggada, p. 102
The deepest difference between linear and covenantal time is
that whereas the first gives rise to optimism, the later leads to
hope. These two concepts, often confused, are in fact utterly
different. Optimism is the belief that things will get better.
Hope is the belief that, together, we can make things better.
Optimism is a passive virtue, hope an active one. It takes no
courage — only a certain naivety — to be an optimist. It takes
great courage to sustain hope. No Jew — knowing what we do
of the past, of hatred, bloodshed, persecution in the name of
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God, suppression of human rights in the name of freedom —
can be an optimist. But Jews have never given up hope.
“Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble
and fall,” says Isaiah, “but those who hope in the Lord will
renew their strength” (Isaiah 40:30). “Hold back your voice
from weeping,” urges Jeremiah, “there is hope for your
future” (Jeremiah 31:15). To be a Prophet is to find a vestige
of hope in the wreckage of despair. Jewish time is the secret
of the influence of the Pesach story on the Western
imagination. It is the supreme narrative of hope.
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