Rabbi Brahm Weinberg
Torah in Motion — Parashat 1V ayishlach

Kemp Mill Synagogue, Silver Spring MD

YAAKOV, YISRAEL, AND THE SHAPING OF OUR IDENTITY

I — Changing Yaakov’s Name

Genesis Ch 35

9 And God appeared unto Jacob again, when he came from Paddan-
aram, and blessed him. 10 And God said unto him: "Thy name is
Jacob: thy name shall not be called any more Jacob, but Israel
shall be thy name'; and He called his name Israel. 11 And God
said unto him: 'l am God Almighty. Be fruitful and multiply; a
nation and a company of nations shall be of thee, and kings shall
come out of thy loins; 12 and the land which | gave unto Abraham
and Isaac, to thee | will give it, and to thy seed after thee will | give
the land.’
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CALLED ANY MORE JACOB— which means a man who comes as a lurker and

trickster, but it shall be Israel (7xw*), which signifies Prince and Chief.
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II — Foreshadowed

Genesis 32

25 And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the
breaking of the day. 26 And when he saw that he prevailed not against
him, he touched the hollow of his thigh; and the hollow of Jacob's thigh
was strained, as he wrestled with him. 27 And he said: 'Let me go, for the
day breaketh." And he said: 'l will not let thee go, except thou bless me.'
28 And he said unto him: 'What is thy name?' And he said: 'Jacob.' 29
And he said: "Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel; for thou
hast striven with God and with men, and hast prevailed.' 30 And Jacob
asked him, and said: 'Tell me, | pray thee, thy name." And he said:
'Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after my name?' And he blessed him
there. 31 And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: 'for | have seen
God face to face, and my life is preserved.' 32 And the sun rose upon him
as he passed over Peniel, and he limped upon his thigh. 33 Therefore the
children of Israel eat not the sinew of the thigh-vein which is upon the
hollow of the thigh, unto this day; because he touched the hollow of
Jacob's thigh, even in the sinew of the thigh-vein.
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11T — Both Names Used
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IV — Contrast to Avraham

Genesis Chapter 17

1 And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD appeared to
Abram, and said unto him: 'l am God Almighty; walk before Me, and be thou
wholehearted. 2 And | will make My covenant between Me and thee, and will
multiply thee exceedingly.' 3 And Abram fell on his face; and God talked with
him, saying: 4 'As for Me, behold, My covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be
the father of a multitude of nations. 5 Neither shall thy name any more be
called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for the father of a
multitude of nations have I made thee
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Talmud Brachot 12b-13a

2 79Y 2% 97 593 NN D33 TNIYN

Bar Kappara taught: Whoever calls Abraham Abram transgresses a
positive precept, since it says, Thy name shall be Abraham.6 R. Eliezer
says: He transgresses a negative command,7 since it says, Neither shall
thy name any more be called Abram.8 But if that is so, then the same
should apply to one who calls Sarah Sarai? — In her case the Holy One,
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blessed be He, said to Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not call her
Sarai, but Sarah shall her name be.9 But if that is so, the same should
apply to one who calls Jacob Jacob? — There is a difference in his case,
because Scripture restored it [the name Jacob] to him, as it is written:
And God spoke unto Israel in the visions of the night, and said, Jacob,
Jacob
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V — Textual Resolution

Talmud Brachot 12b-13a

MISHNAThe exodus from Egypt is mentioned at night. Rabbi Elazar ben Azarya
said: | am approximately seventy years old, and | was never privileged the exodus
from Egypt mentioned at night, until Ben Zoma interpreted it homiletically. as it is
stated: “That you may remember the day you went out of the land of Egypt all the
days of your life” (Deuteronomy 16:3). The days of your life, refers to daytime
alone; All the days of your life, comes to add nights as well. and the Rabbis, say:
The days of your life, this world, “all” to include the days of the Messiah.
GEMARA: it was taught in a baraita: Ben Zoma said to the Sages: And is the
exodus from Egypt mentioned in the days of the Messiah? Was it not already said
“Behold, days are coming, says the Lord, that they will no longer say: The Lord
lives Who brought up the children of Israel out of the Land of Egypt. Rather: As
the Lord lives, that brought up and led the seed of the house of Israel up out of the
north country and from all the countries where | had driven them” (Jeremiah 23:7—
8). And they said to him does not mean that the exodus from Egypt will be
uprooted from its place. Rather, redemption from the subjugation of the kingdoms
will be primary and the exodus from Egypt will be secondary. On a similar note,
you say: “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob; rather, Israel will be
your name” (Genesis 35:10). not that the name Jacob will be entirely
uprooted from its place, but that the name Israel will be the primary name to
which the name Jacob will be secondary.
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VI — Why? Deeper Significance

< and grandfather, R. Hayyim ibn Attar
| the Elder, and wupon achieving
- maturity, continued his studies,
- eventually teaching and involved
himself in public affairs, becoming
& famous for his acumen and piety. In
= 1732 he published his first book
Hefetz haShem (commentaries to

some tractates) .

Afterwards he wandered from city to city in Morocco and
Algeria, finally deciding to immigrate to the Land of Israel. On
his way, he passed through Leghorn, Italy, where he prepared
for publication his Or HaHayyim on the Pentateuch and his Pri
Toar on the Yoreh De'ah section of the Shulhan Aruch, (in
which he essentially addressed the rulings of R. Hezekiah de
Silawa found in the latter's Pri Haddash, which often disagrees
with the rulings of the Shulhan Aruch) .

In 1741 he arrived in the Land of Israel with a number of his
disciples, and after brief stays in Acre and Tiberias, he
relocated to Jerusalem where he established a yeshiva for the
study of Talmud and Kabala
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Facts About Reish Lakish

e 2" Gen. Amora in Israel (approx. 250ce) Rosh Yeshiva in Teveria alongside R Yochanan his teacher.

‘s S o Sells himself to the Ludites and leaves Torah but his incredible physical strength enabled him to prevail even
TR |

over the Ludites and survived (Gittin 47a)

e Comes back to Torah and becomes greatest scholar of the generation

e Believed that Torah was central and that Torah is only acquired through enormous self -sacrifice (Brachot 63b)

e Unbelievable concentration and strength to sit and learn — would review all lessons 40 times before going in to
R Yochanan Shiur (Taanit 8a)

e Unbelievable ability to analyze and ask questions — asked R Yochanan 24 questions on each topic he taught
(Bava Metzia 84a)

e Students reported that he amazed them in the beit midrash and was like a man who uprooted mountains and
ground them into each other (Sanhedrin 34a)

e Known for his honesty and righteousness and truth— if you lend money in front of him you need no witnesses
(Yoma 9b)

e Endangered himself to save others (see below Yerushalmi Terumot)

e Was a great lover of the Jewish people and Land of Israel (many examples)

Baylonian Talmud Yoma 86b 2 799 19 97 NN NIUN a3 MInYn-25
Resh Lakish said: Great is repentance, for because of it premeditated sins MUY MNTIV NN NI : WPD ¥ DN

are accounted as errors, as it is said: Return, O Israel, unto the Lord, thy | 2 TN2N’N TY ORI NIV MR, MNWI 1D
God,’ for thou hast stumbled in thy iniquity. ‘Iniquity’ is premeditated, D299 NPY,NIN T DY N LTI NOWS
and yet he calls it ‘stumbling” But that is not so! For Resh Lakish said that 202D
repentance is so great that premeditated sins are accounted as though they
were merits, as it is said: And when the v_wcked turnet_h from his WYY Y7 1V TDRIY IO 19 TR
wickedness, and doeth that which is lawful and right, he shall live thereby! NN+ (MPN) DM9Y NPT LIYH MU
That is no contradiction: One refers to a case [of repentance] derived — 1R +[NN] - DU
from love, the other to one due to fear
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Talmud Bava Metzia 84a

One day R. Johanan was bathing in the Jordan, when Resh Lakish saw him
and leapt into the Jordan after him. Said he [R. Johanan] to him, ‘Your strength
should be for the Torah.” — ‘Your beauty,” he replied, ‘should be for women.’
‘If you will repent,” said he, ‘I will give you my sister [in marriage], who is
more beautiful than I.” He undertook [to repent]; then he wished to return and
collect his weapons [clothes], but could not. Subsequently, [R. Johanan] taught
him Bible and Mishnah, and made him into a great man.

Now, one day there was a dispute in the schoolhouse [with respect to the
following. Viz.,] a sword, knife, dagger, spear, hand-saw and a scythe — at
what stage [of their manufacture] can they become unclean? When their
manufacture is finished. And when is their manufacture finished? — R.
Johanan ruled: When they are tempered in a furnace. Resh Lakish maintained:
When they have been furbished in water. Said he to him: ‘A robber
understands his trade.” Said he to him, ‘And wherewith have you benefited
me: there [as a robber] [ was called Master, and here I am called Master.” ‘By
bringing you under the wings of the Shechinah,” he retorted. R. Johanan
therefore felt himself deeply hurt, [as a result of which] Resh Lakish fell ill.
His sister [sc. R. Johanan's, the wife of Resh Lakish] came and wept before
him: ‘Forgive him for the sake of my son,’ she pleaded. He replied: ‘Leave thy
fatherless children. I will preserve them alive.” ‘For the sake of my widowhood
then!” ‘And let thy widows trust in me,” he assured her.

Resh Lakish died, and R. Johanan was plunged into deep grief. Said the
Rabbis, ‘Who shall go to ease his mind? Let R. Eleazar b. Pedath go, whose
disquisitions are very subtle.” So he went and sat before him; and on every
dictum uttered by R. Johanan he observed: ‘There is a Baraitha which Supports
you.” ‘Are you as the son of Lakisha?’ he complained: ‘when I stated a law,
the son of Lakisha used to raise twenty-four objections, to which | gave
twenty-four answers, which consequently led to a fuller comprehension of the
law; whilst you say, "A Baraitha has been taught which supports you:" do |
not know myself that my dicta are right?” Thus he went on rending his
garments and weeping, ‘Where are you, O son of Lakisha, where are you, O
son of Lakisha;’ and he cried thus until his mind was turned. Thereupon the

Rabbis prayed for him, and he died.
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Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, On Repentance p248-263

Sometimes one will “erase” certain years of a lifetime. Ex-convicts, for example, tend to completely

forget the years they spent behind bars. They simply decide to erase those years from their past. “Yet the
chief butler did not remember Joseph, but forgot him” (Gen 40:23). He did not remember, and actually
wanted to blot out of his memory the whole unpleasant period he spent in jail, probably because he wanted
to forgot that he ever had been in prison. But when one blots out a part of his past he also severs part of his
being; his past shrinks and his personality is dwarfed. An “operation” of this sort is not easily carried out.
A man of fifty or sixty years of age can by no means erase in a moment a third or a half or even three
quarters of his life... I have seen penitents do just that — and the consequence? They become different and
estranged from their families and friends, who appeared to them to belong to another eon, a different
world, a period when they were entrenched in sin which has now been erased from their consciousness.




