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SOME DEFINITIONS

N1y "N < yw nn e

* WITHHOLDING < WITHDRAWING

* CONTINEOUS < INTERMITTENT

* PERTAINING TO LIFE < PERTAINING TO
DISEASE



SOME DEFINITIONS

* Cyclic treatment — Clear separation between
cycles of treatments, i.e., dialysis,
chemotherapy, X-therapy

* Continuous treatment — by nature of the
treatment, i.e., pace-maker, respirator




VALUE OF LIFE

EXTREMELY IMPORTANT
(Especially nowadays),
BUT NOT AN ABSOLUTE VALUE

HENCE

NEVER HASTEN DEATH
BUT NO REQUIREMENT TO ALWAYS PROLONG LIFE



AUTONOMY

IMPORTANT,
BUT NOT AN ABSOLUTE VALUE

HENCE

IN MOST INSTANCES RESPECT PATIENT’S WISHES,

UNLESS THEY CONTRADICT MUTUALLY-SHARED SOCIETAL
NORMS

(besides other qualifying factors, i.e., competence, damage
to others)



HALAKHIC CONSIDERATIONS

n71y "n - full treatment
nyY "n
Withholding — permissible

Withdrawing — forbidden [act that hastening death]
Removing a hindrance



HALAKHIC CONSIDERATIONS

Patient on respirator / nyw '"n
Suffering and unwilling to continue

Withdrawing — not a halakhic option
An act of discontinuing a continuous treatment



HALAKHIC OPTIONS

Legitimate medical weaning; if sustained for
12-24 hours

Connecting to an oxygen tank

Timer a priori

Reducing parameters gradually
Withholding after suctioning [debatable]
In triage situations [debatable]



Timers on ventilators

BMJ 2005;330:415-417 (19 February),
doi:10.1136/bm;j.330.7488.415
Education and debate

Timers on
ventilators

by
Vardit Ravitsky, bioethics fellow




The concept of the timer
from the BMJ

The “timer”, as a pragmatic
solution would enable doctors
to honor the wishes of patients
and families without
termination of

treatment of a dying patient
which may cause his death !



TIMER

Principle:

Turning the respirator from a
continuous to a cyclic mode of
treatment

A priori — like “shabbath
clock”

* Res. Tzitz Eliezer 13:89, a
“shabbat clock”

* Res. Teshuvot Ve’Habhagot
1:858

e Shiurei Torah Le’Rofim
3:184

e Rav Neuvirt

DTN 16




The Halachic view

* The concept of the timer is not the
concept of grama !

* The concept of the timer is not the
concept of a Shabes goy !
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THANK YOU !
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