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The Encounter with Edom - Bamidbar
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From Kadesh, Moses sent messengers to the king of Edom: “Thus says your brother Israel: You know all the hardships that
have befallen us;

that our ancestors went down to Egypt, that we dwelt in Egypt a long time, and that the Egyptians dealt harshly with us and our
ancestors.

We cried to GOD—who, upon hearing our plea, sent a messenger who freed us from Egypt. Now we are in Kadesh, the town
on the border of your territory.

Allow us, then, to cross your country. We will not pass through fields or vineyards, and we will not drink water from wells. We
will follow the king’'s highway, turning off neither to the right nor to the left until we have crossed your territory.”

But Edom answered him, “You shall not pass through us, else we will go out against you with the sword.”

“‘We will keep to the beaten track,” the Israelites said to them, “and if we or our cattle drink your water, we will pay for it. We ask
only for passage on foot—it is but a small matter.”

But they replied, “You shall not pass through!” And Edom went out against them in heavy force, strongly armed.

So Edom would not let Israel cross their territory, and Israel turned away from them.

Bamidbar 20:14-21
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The retelling - Devarim
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And charge the people as follows: You will be passing through the territory of your kin, the descendants of Esau, who live in
Seir. Though they will be afraid of you, be very careful

not to provoke them. For | will not give you of their land so much as a foot can tread on; | have given the hill country of Seir
as a possession to Esau.

What food you eat you shall obtain from them for money; even the water you drink you shall procure from them for money.
Indeed, the ETERNAL your God has blessed you in all your undertakings, watching over your wanderings through this
great wilderness; the ETERNAL your God has been with you these past forty years: you have lacked nothing.

We then moved on, away from our kin, the descendants of Esau, who live in Seir, away from the road of the Arabah, away
from Elath and Ezion-geber; and we marched on in the direction of the wilderness of Moab.

And GOD said to me: Do not harass the Moabites or provoke them to war. For | will not give you any of their land as a
possession; | have assigned Ar as a possession to the descendants of Lot.—

Devarim 2: 4-9



Bamidbar Devarim

Edom refuses to even sell Bnei Hashem tells Bnei Yisrael to
Yisrael food and water pay Edom for food and water

Edom is strong and comes out Edom are afraid
with an army

Edom rejects Bnei Yisrael’s Edom are afraid of Bnei Yisrael
request

Why does Devarim change the narrative so significantly?
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1. Rashi
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(Rashi Devarim 2:29) :nmiH

This does not refer to passing through their land ( "N2AVYX N
(*2272for Edom refused this, (cf. Numbers 20:18) but to the
matter of selling food and water (also mentioned in the

preceding verse).
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2. 1ben Ezra
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However, the king, that is, the king of Edom, did not allow
them to pass through his country, which was near Canaan.
Israel therefore passed by Ar, as Scripture records (v. 18).




How do we approach apparent contradiction
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Hypothesis of perspectives

Bamidbar Devarim

The midbaris a provisional bridge between points “..aconcomitant political power that accepts
of stability that can untether us if we stay too long... limitations...” Micah Goodman, The last words of
[Bamidbar] deals with the transition and Moses

uncertainty the Israelites faced having recently left
servitude in Egypt and now finding themselves in
the middle of a vast, seemingly untamable
wilderness (Erica Brown, Bamidbar)

The national and leadership challenges we faced How we behave toward other nations as a regional
power



There are
many similar
Interactions
between

Bamidbar vs
Devarim
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* Balakson of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to
the Amorites.

* Moab was alarmed because that people was so
numerous. Moab dreaded the Israelites,

* and Moab said to the elders of Midian, “Now this
horde will lick clean all that isabout us as an ox licks
up the grass of the field.”

Balak son of Zippor, who was king of Moab at that time,

* sentmessengers to Balaam son of Beor in Pethor,
which is by the Euphrates, in the land of his kinsfolk, to
invite him, saying, “There is a people that came out of
Egypt; it hides the earth from view, and it is settled next
tome.

* Comethen, putacurse upon this people for me,
since they are too numerous for me; perhaps | can thus
defeatthem and drive them out ofthe land. For | know
thatwhomeveryou bless is blessed indeed, and
whomeveryou curse is cursed.”

* The elders of Moab and the elders of Midian,
versed in divination, set out. They came to Balaam and
gave him Balak’s message.

* Bamidbar22:2-7



Moav in Devarim
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And GOD said to me: Do not harass the Moabites or provoke them to war. For |

will not give you any of their land as a possession; | have assigned Ar as a
possession to the descendants of Lot.—

Devarim 2:9



D)

BAMIDBAR ASKS: WHAT HAPPENED? DEVARIM ASKS: WHAT SHOULD THIS
WHAT DID IT FEEL LIKE TO LIVE GENERATION LEARN FROM WHAT
THROUGH THIS? HAPPENED?



Back to Devarim ... this time perek 23

:0RIV-TY NN 7072 DY N2URT YWY DT D3 NN TR AR iy NQURY

DY72NX 77V 1DV WYX DOYAN DXNINYR 7772 DI DOZA DONK NTR N7 WYX T2V
9777 DN DX YIN9N 1IYATA

NIN' QNN ' N7 NI7FDTNIN 77 DN NN 90! DY7ATIN VT 3TN i nNN;I

{0} :0%7iV7 "'~ DNALI DRV YATN™NY

AT T

IYINY DU M7 MY AUNNTNZ RID F'0K 1D TR AUNNTRY

{o} :nIn! T2 DRY N WY AIT DR 1THIIWR D)2

No Ammonite or Moabite shall be admitted into the congregation of GOD; no descendants of such, even in the
tenth generation, shall ever be admitted into the congregation of GOD,

because they did not meet you with food and water on your journey after you left Egypt, and because they hired
Balaam son of Beor, from Pethor of Aram-naharaim, to curse you.—

But the ETERNAL your God refused to heed Balaam; instead, the ETERNAL your God turned the curse into a
blessing for you, for the ETERNAL your God loves you.—

You shall never concern yourself with their welfare or benefit as long as you live.

You shall not abhor an Edomite, for they are your kin. You shall not abhor an Egyptian, for you were a stranger in
their land.

Children born to them may be admitted into the congregation of GOD in the third generation.

Devarim 23:4-9



Why does Devarim choose to recall
the Bamidbar narrative for Moav and
the Devarim narrative for Edom?




Noteworthy in this respectis the statement of Rabbi Elijah
Gaon on the verse, “But Esau | hated” — “this refers to the
peripheral part of Esau, but the essential part of him, his
head, was interred with the patriarchs.” It is for this reason
that the man of truth and integrity, Jacob, said [on his reunion
with Esau], “| have seenyou, and itis like seeing the face of
God” (Gen. 33:10). His word shall not go down as avain
utterance. The brotherly love of Esau and Jacob, Isaac and
Ishmael, will assert itself above all the confusion that the evil
brought on by our bodily nature has engendered. It will
overcome them and transform them into eternal light and
compassion.

Rav Kook, Letters, 1, 112

Rav Kook believed that just as in the Torah, Jacob and Esau,
Isaac and Ishmael, were eventually reconciled, so will
Judaism, Christianity and Islam be in future. They would not
cease to be different, but they would learn to respect one
another.

Rabbi Sacks, the other face of Esau


https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.33.10?lang=bi&utm_source=rabbisacks.org&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.33.10?lang=bi&utm_source=rabbisacks.org&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
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Had the opportunity to
learn the lesson of “ D
DN'"'N 02" and did not.

Rav Yoel Bin Nun, Lot’s Pesach
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Rashi on :(190) 12y DIK'ODDY
Moav, Amon,
Edom, and

other nations, however, since they did not sin against you
may be admitted at once if they acknowledge the tenets of
Judaim. —Thus you learn that he who causes a man to sin
does him greater harm than if he kills him, for he who kills
- - him, kills him only as regards this world, while he who
M |tZ rayl m causes him to sin puts him out of this world and the world
to come. Therefore Edom, though he met them with the
sword was not to be abhorred utterly, and similarly the
Egyptians who drowned them (their male children), while
those (the Ammonites and Moabites) who caused them to
sin were to be utterly abhorred (Sifrei Devarim 252:3).

Rashi on Devarim 23:9




Ir Hanidachat
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* "If you hear it said, about one of the towns that your God is giving
you to dwell in, that some scoundrels from among you have gone

and subverted the inhabitants of their town, saying 'Come let us
worship other gods' — whom you have not known..."

Devarim 13:13-17



EDOM THREATENED SECURITY MOAV THREATENED IDENTITY WHAT DANGERS SHOULD BNEI
YISRAEL REMEMBER WHEN THEY
ENTER ERETZ CNAAN?



Parsha
Summary

War with Arad

Copper snake
War with Sichon

War with Og

Bilam and Balak




When can we preserve brotherhood?
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