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49:14-21 The Challenge of Divine Abandonment

(14) Zion says,“ GOD has forsaken me,My Sovereign has forgotten me.”
(15) Can a woman forget her baby,Or disown the child of her

engraved youOn the palms of My hands,Your walls are ever before Me.
(17) Swiftly your children are coming;Those who ravaged and ruined you
shall leave you. (18) Look up all around you and see:They are all
assembled, are come to you!As | live—declares GOD—You shall don
them all like jewels,Deck yourself with them like a bride. (19) As for your
ruins and desolate places And your land laid waste—You shall soon be
crowded with settlers,While destroyers stay far from you. (20) The children
you thought you had lost Shall yet say in your hearing,“The place is too
crowded for me;Make room for me to settle.” (21) And you will say to
yourself,“Who bore these for me When | was bereaved and barren,Exiled
and disdained —By whom, then, were these reared?l was left all
alone—And where have these been?” (
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Promises of Restoration / Joy 54:1-5

(1) Shout, O infertile one,You who bore no child!Shout aloud (X
for joy,You who did not travail!For the children of the wife 1
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(2) Enlarge the site of your tent,Extend the size of your

dwelling,Do not stint!Lengthen the ropes, and drive the pegs

firm. (3) For you shall spread out to the right and the

left; Your offspring shall dispossess nations(4) Fear not, you

shall not be shamed;Do not cringe, you shall not be

disgraced.For you shall forgetThe reproach of your

youth,And remember no moreThe shame of your

widowhood. (5) For the One who made you—whose name

is “ GOD of Hosts"—Will espouse you.The Holy One of

Israel—who is called “God of all the Earth”—Will redeem

you.



Covenant of Peace 54:6-10

(6) GOD has called you backAs a wife forlorn and (1)
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rlng you back. ( ) in slight anger, for a moment | hid My 'face
from you;But W|th klndness everlastingl will take you back in
love—said GOD your Redeemer. (9) For this to Me is like the
waterscwaters Other Heb. mss. and the ancient versions read
“‘days.” of Noah:As | swore that the waters of NoahNevermore
would flood the earth,So | swear that | will notBe angry with
you or rebuke you. (10) For the mountains may moveAnd the
hills be shaken,But my loyalty shall never move from you,Nor

My covenant of friendship be shaken—said GOD, who takes
you back



Examples of prophecies of distres using the barren
woman imagery

Deuteronomy 28:18
"IXY NINAYYI '97X 1Y ,ANNTX-1191 7102-19 WIX." - Cursed shall be the fruit of your womb, the fruit
of your land, the increase of your herds, and the young of your flock."

Hosea 9: 11-12
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"Ephraim's glory shall fly away like a bird—no birth, no pregnancy, no conception! Even if they bring up
children, | will bereave them till none is left. Woe to them when | depart from them!"

Hosea 9:14
D7y 0'TY) 7'2¢n DN DR7 (N2 [An o A oin" "Give them, O Lord—what will You give? Give them a
miscarrying womb and dry breasts."



Hannah - Samuel 1

1 Samuel 1: 5
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but to Hannah he would give one portion only—though™® Hannah was his favorite—for the
LORD had closed her womb.

1 Samuel 2:21

{o} :nin!-DY XINY AN 77X NiJ MY DRATYY TN INAL NINTIX NN TR
For the LORD took note of Hannah; she conceived and bore three sons and two
daughters. Young Samuel meanwhile grew up in the service of the LORD.

.Samuel 2:5

N770X 02 N2 ,NYAY NT7: NMPY-TY--17T0 0" 521 DN72 ,0WaY.  "Those who were
full have hired themselves out for bread, but those who were hungry have ceased to
hunger. The barren has borne seven, but she who has many children is forlorn."



Genesis 21
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Sarah saw the son whom Hagar the Egyptian had borne to Abraham playing.
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She said to Abraham, “Cast out that slave-woman and her son, for the son of that slave shall not share in
the inheritance with my son Isaac.”
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The matter distressed Abraham greatly, for it concerned a son of his.
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But God said to Abraham, “Do not be distressed over the boy or your slave; whatever Sarah tells you, do as
she says, for it is through Isaac that offspring shall be continued for you.
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As for the son of the slave-woman, | will make a nation of him, too, for he is your seed.”



Deuteronomy 21 15-18

(15) If a householder*householder has two wives,

one loved and the other unloved, and both the (1o
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the first-born is the son of the unloved one— (16)

when he wills his property to his sons, he may not

treat as first-born the son of the loved one in

disregard of the son of the unloved one who is

older. (17) Instead, he must accept the first-born,

the son of the unloved one, and allot to him a

double portion*double portion of all he possesses;

since he is the first fruit of his vigor, the birthright

is his due.



Genesis 29

(30) And Jacob cohabited with Rachel also; indeed, he loved (7):

Rachel more than Leah. And he served him another seven 1
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womb; but Rachel was barren. (32) Leah conceived and bore

a son, and named him Reuben; for she declared, “It means:

‘nIN' has seen*has seen my affliction’; it also means: ‘Now my

husband will love me.””*will love me (33) She conceived again

and bore a son, and declared, “This is because 'n

heard*heard Heb. shama’, connected with “Simeon.” that |

was unloved and has given me this one also”; so she named

him Simeon. (34) Again she conceived and bore a son and

declared, “This time my husband will become attached*will

become attached to me, for | have borne him three sons.”

Therefore he was named Levi. (35) She conceived again and

bore a son, and declared, “This time | will praise*| will praise

Heb. ’'odeh, connected with “Judah.” '‘n.” Therefore she named

him Judah. Then she stopped bearing.



Who is the “espoused wife” -the niya?

Rashi: for the children of the desolate one The daughter of Edom.

Ibn Ezra: n7n x4 That didst not travail with child. Comp. 7'n trembling
(Ex. 15:14); repeat naj7v O barren before X7 n7n. n71va 1an Than the
children of the married wife, that is, than the children of Babylon



