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Book of Yeshayahu

Section 1: Judgment and Warning
Chapters: 1-39

Key Themes: Calls to repentance, social
justice, warnings of judgment

Section 2: Comfort and Hope

Chapters: 40-55

Key Themes: Comfort to exiles, promise of
redemption

Section 3: Restoration and Renewal
Chapters: 56-66

Key Themes: Vision of a restored
Jerusalem, universal peace

1-12: Prophecies Against Judah
(e.g., Vision, Immanuel)

13-23: Oracles Against the Nations
(e.g., Babylon, Moab, Egypt)
24-27: The "Apocalypse of Isaiah"
(e.g., Worldwide destruction,
salvation)

28-35: Warnings and Promises (e.g.,
Ephraim, Egypt reliance)

36-39: Historical Interlude (e.g.,
Assyrian invasion, Hezekiah)

e 40-48: Comfort for the Exiles (e.g.,
Greatness of God, Cyrus)

e  49-55: Songs of the Servant and
Redemption (e.g., Suffering servant,
invitation to salvation)

56-59: Righteousness and
Inclusiveness (e.g., Covenant
inclusion, justice)

60-62: Future Glory of Jerusalem
(e.g., Zion’s restoration)

63-66: New Heavens and Earth (e.g.,
Divine judgment, final redemption)
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Isaiah 54: 11-1] Renewal and Protection

11) Unhappy, storm-tossed one, uncomforted!l will lay carbuncles
as as your building stonesAnd make your foundations of
sapphires. (12) | wjll make your battlements of rubies,Your gates |
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your children shall be disciples of GOD,And great shall be the
happiness of your children; (14) You shall be established through
righteousness.You shall be safe from oppression,And shall have
no fear;From ruin, and it shall not come near you. (15) Surely no
harm can be done Without My consent:WWhoever would harm
youShall fall because of you. (16) It is | who created the smith To
fan the charcoal fireAnd produce tools for each purpose;So itis |
who createThe instruments of havoc. (17) No weapon formed
against youShall succeed,And every tongue that contends with
you at lawYou shall defeat.Such is the lot of GOD’s
servants,Such their triumph through Me—declares GOD.
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God’s call and new promise Isaiah 95: 1-5

) Ho, all who are thirsty,Come for water,Even if you have no
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not bread,Your earnings for what does not satlsfy?lee heed to
Me,And you shall eat choice foodAnd enjoy the richest viands.
(3) Incline your ear and come to Me;Hearken, and you shall be
revived.And | will make with you an everlasting covenant,The
enduring loyalty promised to David. (4) As | made him a
leaderaleader Cf. Targum; in contrast to others “witness.” of
peoples,A prince and commander of peoples, (5) So you shall
summon a nation you did not know,And a nation that did not
know youShall come running to youbAs | made him ... to you Cf.
2 Sam. 22.44-45 (Ps. 18.44—45).—For the sake of the ETERNAL
your God, The Holy One of Israel who has glorified you.
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God's Response and Assurance (Isaiah 49:22-50:3)

(1) Thus said GOD:al.e., the mother (the country) has not been
f ly divor: ildren(the peonle) sol
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the bill of divorceOf your mother whom | dismissed?And which of My
creditors was itTo whom | sold you off?You were only sold off for your
sins,And your mother dismissed for your crimes. (2) Why, when |
came, was no one there? Why, when | called, would none respond?Is
my arm, then, too short to rescue,Have | not the power to save?With a
mere rebuke | dry up the sea,And turn rivers into desert.Their fish stink
from lack of water;They lie dead of thirst. (3) | clothe the skies in
blackness And make their raiment sackcloth.
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Prophecies regarding the walls

Isaiah 3:26
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And her gates shall lament and mourn,
And she shall be emptied,
Shall sit on the ground.

Isaiah 14:31
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Howl, O gate; cry out, O city;
Quake, all Philistia!
For a stout one is coming from the north
And there is no straggler in his ranks.



Prophecies regarding the walls

[saiah 24: 11-12
Even over wine, a cry goes up in the streets:
The sun has set on all joy,
The gladness of the earth is banished.
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Desolation is left in the town
And the gate is battered to ruins.



Nechemia1 3-4
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They replied, “The survivors who have survived the captivity there in the province are in dire
trouble and disgrace; Jerusalem’s wall is full of breaches, and its gates have been destroyed
by fire.”
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When | heard that, | sat and wept, and was in mourning for days, fasting and praying to the
God of Heaven.



Nechemia 2 12-13
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| got up at night, | and a few men with me, and telling no one what my God had put into my
mind to do for Jerusalem, and taking no other beast than the one on which | was riding,
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| went out by the Valley Gate, at night, toward the Jackals’ Spring and the Dung Gate; and |
surveyed the walls of Jerusalem that were breached, and its gates, consumed by fire.



Ending of Masechet Brachot

mx
1
DR N DR PN P70 40! NAY L RAN D71Y2 K71 NTD D7iV2 K7 DNN D7 'K D20 TTNYR 210 MK 'YX 12 RYD A
With regard to that same verse, Rabbi Hiyya bar Ashi said that Rav said: Torah scholars have rest neither
in this world nor in the World-to-Come, as in both worlds they are constantly progressing, as it is stated:
“They go from strength to strength, every one of them appears before God in Zion.”
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Rabbi Elazar said that Rabbi Hanina said: Torah scholars increase peace in the world, as it is said: “And
all your children [banayikh] shall be taught of the Lord, and great shall be the peace of your children”
(Isaiah 54:13). If all the children of Israel are taught of the Lord, there will be peace for all.
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The Sages interpreted this verse homiletically: Do not read your children [banayikh], but your builders
[bonayikh]. Torah scholars are those who build peace for their generation. As it is stated: “Those who love
Your Torah have great peace; there is no stumbling block for them” (Psalms 119:165); and “May there be
peace within your walls, prosperity within your palaces” (Psalms 122:7), because: “For the sake of my
brothers and friends, | shall say: Peace be within you. For the sake of the House of the Lord, our God, |
will seek your good” (Psalms 122:8-9), and “May the Lord give strength to His people; the Lord will bless
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Isaiah 60 10-11
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Aliens shall rebuild your walls,
Their kings shall wait upon you—
For in anger I struck you down,
But in favor I take you back.
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Your gates shall always stay open—
Day and night they shall never be shut—
To let in the wealth of the nations,
With their kings in procession.
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Deuteronomy 12 3-/
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Tear down their altars, smash their pillars, put their sacred posts to the fire, and cut down the images of their
gods, obliterating their name from that site.
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Do not worship your God m:7 in like manner,
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but look only to the site that your God m> will choose amidst all your tribes as God’s habitation, to establish the
divine name there. There you are to go,
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and there you are to bring your burnt offerings and other sacrifices, your tithes and contributions, your votive
and freewill offerings, and the firstlings of your herds and flocks.
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Together with your households, you shall feast there before your God M, happy in all the undertakings in
which your God M has blessed you.
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Deuteronomy 12 10-11
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When you cross the Jordan and settle in the land that your God ™ is allotting to you,
and [God] grants you safety from all your enemies around you and you live in security,
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then you must bring everything that I command you to the site where your God M7
will choose to establish the divine name: your burnt offerings and other sacrifices, your
tithes and contributions, and all the choice votive offerings that you vow to m.
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Deuteronomy 12 13-14
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Take care not to sacrifice your burnt offerings in any place you like,
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but only in the place that M7 will choose in one of your tribal territories. There you
shall sacrifice your burnt offerings and there you shall observe all that I enjoin upon

you.
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Deuteronomy 12: 17-18
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You may not partake in your settlements of the tithes of your new grain or wine or oil,
or of the firstlings of your herds and flocks, or of any of the votive offerings that you
vow, or of your freewill offerings, or of your contributions.
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These you must consume before your God M in the place that your God mi> will
choose—you and your sons and your daughters, your male and female slaves, and the
[family of the] Levite in your settlements—happy before your God ™ in all your
undertakings.
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Deuteronomy 12: 20-21
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When M7 enlarges your territory, as promised, and you say, “I shall eat some meat,”
for you have the urge to eat meat, you may eat meat whenever you wish.
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If the place where M has chosen to establish the divine name is too far from you, you
may slaughter any of the cattle or sheep that M7 gives you, as I have instructed you;
and you may eat to your heart’s content in your settlements.
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Deuteronomy 16: 1-2, 5-6
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Observe the month of Abib and offer a passover sacrifice to your God mi, for it was in the month of Abib, at
night, that your God mi freed you from Egypt.
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You shall slaughter the passover sacrifice for your God m, from the flock and the herd, in the place where mi
will choose to establish the divine name.

You are not permitted to slaughter the passover sacrifice in any of the settlements that your God M is giving
you;

but at the place where your God mi> will choose to establish the divine name, there alone shall you slaughter the
passover sacrifice, in the evening, at sundown, the time of day when you departed from Egypt.
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Deuteronomy 16: 11-12
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You shall rejoice before your God nin' with your son and daughter, your male
and female slave, the [family of the] Levite in your communities, and the
stranger, the fatherless, and the widow in your midst, at the place where your
God nin' will choose to establish the divine name.
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Bear in mind that you were slaves in Egypt, and take care to obey these laws.
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Habakuk 1: 1-3
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The pronouncement made by the prophet Habakkuk.
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How long, O ETERNAL One, shall I cry out
And You not listen,
Shall I shout to You, “Violence!”
And You not save?
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Why do You make me see iniquity
[Why] do You look upon wrong?—
Raiding and violence are before me,
Strife continues and contention goes on.
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Habakuk 1: 5-1

15D °R 1RRN K7 0212 DY YD RN 3N 12T, B71A2 7
“Look among the nations,
Observe well and be utterly astounded;
For a work is being wrought in your days
That you would not believe if it were told.
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For lo, I am raising up the Chaldeans,
That fierce, impetuous nation,
Who cross the earth’s wide spaces
To seize homes not their own.
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They are terrible, dreadful;
They make their own laws and rules.
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Habakuk 1:13
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You whose eyes are too pure to look upon evil,
Who cannot countenance wrongdoing,
Why do You countenance treachery,
And stand by idle
While the one in the wrong devours

The one in the right?



21

Habakuk 2:3
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For there is yet a prophecy for a set term,
A truthful witness for a time that will come.
Even if it tarries, wait for it still;
For it will surely come, without delay:



Isaiah 56: 3-5
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Let not the foreigner say,
Who is joined to GOD,
“ GOD will keep me apart from this covenanted people”;
And let not the eunuch say,
‘Il am a withered tree.”
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For thus said GOD:
“As for the eunuchs who keep My sabbaths,
Who have chosen what | desire
And hold fast to My covenant—
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| will give them, in My House
And within My walls,
A monument and a name
Better than sons or daughters.
| will give them an everlasting name
That shall not perish.



