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(19) When Leah conceived again and Cya

bore Jacob a sixth son, (20) Leah _[77,“1 TIN’? my Wﬂ(ﬂ"l (0?)
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So she named him Zebulun.
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Psalms 49:15

(15) Sheeplike they head for Sheol,
with Death as their shepherd. The
upright shall rule over them at
daybreak, and their form shall waste
away in Sheol till its nobility be
gone.

Habakkuk 3:11

(11)Sun [and] moon stand still on
highAs Your arrows fly in
brightness,Your flashing spear in
brilliance.

Genesis 49:13

(13) Zebulun shall dwell by the
seashore; He shall be a haven for
ships, And his flank shall rest on
Sidon.

Rabbeinu Bahya, Shemot 28:15:3

Scientific books claim that the basic
number of gemstones, (not allowing
for variants, mutations) are only 12
in number, so that they were all
represented on the breastplate of the
High Priest. They may be considered
as the “patriarchs” of all other
precious stones.
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The name of Zevulun was inscribed
on the gemstone known as 2177,
diamond. This gemstone is known
as pirle, same as bedolach. It s clear,
transparent. It is to remind us of
“white” silver, an allusion to the
material wealth of the tribe of
Zevulun. We know from Yaakov’s
blessing of Zevulun in Genesis 49,13
that he was a great trader sending
his ships far afield in order to bring
home wealth from foreign lands. It
was appropriate therefore that the
stone bearing his name was the
diamond. The special property of
the diamond for man is that it helps
one to go to sleep, something Leah
referred to when she (the mother of
Zevulun) said after he was born:
“this time my husband will make his
permanent home with me” (Genesis
30,20). [1 believe what the author
meant was that possession of
diamonds allows people to sleep
easy as they feel emotionally and
economically secure. Ed.]

Sifrei Devarim 354
(2) "Rejoice Zevulun in your going
forth": For Zevulun was a broker,

and he would take of his brothers
and sell them to the Canaanites; and
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from the Cananites, and sell them to

his brothers.

Midrash Tanchuma, Vayechi 11

(1)Zebulun shall dwell at the shore

of the sea (Gen. 49:13). Zebulun

was mentioned before Issachar even
though Issachar was the elder. Why?
Zebulun was engaged in commercial

activity, while Issachar devoted
himself to the study of the Torah,
and they had agreed that Zebulun’s
earnings would be shared by

Issachar. That is why Moses blessed

them: Rejoice, Zebulun, in thy going
out, and Issachar in thy tents (Deut.
33:18). Rejoice, Zebulun, in going
about to do business, for Issachar is
in your tents studying the Torah.
Why should he rejoice? Because the
Torah is a tree of life to them that lay
hold upon her, and happy is everyone
that holdeth her fast (Prov. 3:8).
Therefore Zebulun preceded
Issachar. If it had not been for
Zebulun, Issachar could not have
studied the Torah. Since Issachar
engaged exclusively in the study of
the Torah, and was not concerned
with business nor did any kind of
work, it is written about him: And
the children of Issachar, men that had
understanding of the times (I Chron.
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12:33).

(2)Issachar is a large-boned ass (Gen.
49:14). That is, he bears the yoke of
the Torah like an ass that bears its
load, while Zebulun brings his wares
in ships.

Vayikra Rabbah 25

Shimon brother of Azarya said in his
name —but was Shimon not greater
than Azarya? Rather, because Azarya
engaged in commerce and provided
sustenance for Shimon; therefore,
the halakha is cited with his name.
Likewise, “And of Zebulun he said:
Rejoice, Zebulun, on your journeys,
and, Issachar, in your tents”
(Deuteronomy 33:18). But was
Issachar not older than Zebulun?
Rather, because Zebulun would set
sail from the settled areas and
engage in commerce, and provide
sustenance for Issachar, the Torah
rewards him for his efforts.
Therefore, the verse is called by his
name, as it is stated: “Rejoice,
Zebulun, on your journeys, and,
Issachar, in your tents.”
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The worst disaster that struck me of late, worse than anything I had ever
experienced from the time I was born until this day, was the demise of that
upright man, who drowned in the Indian Ocean while in possession of much
money belonging to me, to him and to others, leaving a young daughter and
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his widow in my care. For about a year from the day the evil tidings reached
me, [ remained prostrate in bed with a severe inflammation, fever and mental
confusion, and almost perished. From then until this day, that is, about eight
years, I have been in a state of disconsolate mourning. How can I be consoled?
For he was my son; he grew up upon my knees; he was my brother, my pupil. It
was he who did business in the market place, earning a livelihood, while I

dwelled in security.

-- Maimonides, personal correspondence, January 1185

Megillah 6a:6-7

The Gemara asks: Is Kitron really
Tzippori? Wasn’t Kitron in the
tribal territory of Zebulun, as it is
written: “Neither did Zebulun
drive out the inhabitants of
Kitron, nor the inhabitants of
Nahalol” (Judges 1:30)? And the
tribe of Zebulun was resentful of
its portion, as it is stated:
“Zebulun was a people that
jeopardized their lives to the
death” (Judges 5:18). What is the
reason for their resentfulness?
Because “Naphtali was on the
high places of the field” (Judges
5:18). The verse should be
interpreted as follows: Zebulun said
before the Holy One, Blessed be
He: Master of the Universe! To my
brothers, the tribes whose territory
is adjacent to mine, You gave fields
and vineyards, whereas to me You
gave mountains and hills; to my
brothers You gave lands, whereas
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to me You gave seas and rivers.
God said back to him: Nevertheless,
all will need you due to the
hilazon, the small sea creature
residing in your territory that is the
source of the dye used in the ritual
fringes [tzitzit]. As it is stated in
Moses’ blessing to Zebulun: “They
shall call the people to the
mountain: There they shall sacrifice
offerings of righteousness; for they
shall suck of the abundance of the
seas, and of the hidden treasures
of the sand” (Deuteronomy 33:19).

Sotah 17a:23-24

But what is the benefit imparted by
the thread of sky-blue wool? The
Gemara answers: As it is taughtin a
baraita that Rabbi Meir would say:
What is different about sky-blue
from all other colors such that it
was specified for the mitzva of ritual
fringes? It is because sky-blue dye
is similar in its color to the sea, and
the sea is similar to the sky, and
the sky is similar to the Throne of
Glory, as it is stated: “And they
saw the God of Israel; and there
was under His feet the like of a
paved work of sapphire stone, and
the like of the very heaven for
clearness” (Exodus 24:10). This
verse shows that the heavens are
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similar to sapphire, and it is
written: “And above the firmament
that was over their heads was the
likeness of a throne, as the
appearance of a sapphire stone”
(Ezekiel 1:26). Therefore, the throne
is similar to the heavens. The color
of sky blue dye acts as an indication
of the bond between the Jewish
people and the Divine Presence.

Deuteronomy 33:18-19

(18) And of Zebulun he said: Rejoice,
O Zebulun, on your journeys, And
Issachar, in your tents. (19) They
invite their kin to the mountain,
Where they offer sacrifices of
success. For they draw from the
riches of the sea And the hidden
hoards of the sand.

Rashi on Deuteronomy 33:19

Another explanation of WP 77 2y
THEY CALL THE PEOPLES TO THE
MOUNTAIN — Through Zebulun’s
trading, merchants of the world’s
nations will come to his land, he
living at the coast, and they will say,
“Since we have taken so much
trouble to reach here, let us go to
Jerusalem and see what is the God of
this people and what are His
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nation as worthy as this”, and they LE .
will therefore become proselytes to yawa R DTI’? 13
Judaism there, as it is said, “There

shall they sacrifice sacrifices of

righteousness” (Sifrei Devarim

354:5). (6) W21 01 ¥oW °3 FOR OF

THE ABUNDANCE OF THE SEAS

SHALL THEY SUCK — “they” means

Zebulun and Issachar; for the sea

will give them wealth in abundance.
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