Yosef: 'Going the Distance' for Proximate

Reconciliation

Source Sheet by Jennifer Raskas

Introduction: Rambam: Hilchot Teshuva

Mishneh Torah, Repentance 4:2

(2) Among this group of twenty-four
are five transgressions which block

the way of repentance against the

sinners, they are: (1)

(5) He who despises criticism for he,
indeed, left no path open for
repentance, as it is criticism that
begets repentance. Forsooth, when a
man is informed that his sins are
known, and that he should be
ashamed of himself for his
wrongdoings, he does repent... In
like manner did all of the prophets
criticise Israel until they turned in
repentance. It is, therefore, necessary
to appoint over each and every
community in Israel a great scholar
of mature age, God-fearing since his
early youth, and_, to
preach to the public and turn them to

repentance. .
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PartI - Joseph at 17

Genesis 37:2-5

(2) This, then, is the line of Jacob: At
seventeen years of age, Joseph tended
the flocks with his brothers, as a
helper to the sons of his father’s
wives Bilhah and Zilpah. And Joseph
brought bad reports of them to their
father. (3) Now Israel loved Joseph
best of all his sons, for he was the
child of his old age; and he had made
him an ornamented tunic. (4) And
when his brothers saw that their
father loved him more than any of
his brothers, they hated him so that
they could not speak a friendly word
to him. (5) Once Joseph had a dream
which he told to his brothers; and

they hated him even more.

Genesis 37:6-8

(6) He said to them, “Hear this dream
which [ have dreamed: (7) There we
were binding sheaves in the field,
when suddenly my sheaf stood up
and remained upright; then your
sheaves gathered around and bowed

low to my sheaf.” (8) His brothers
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answered, “Do you mean to reign
over us? Do you mean to rule over
us?” And they hated him even more

for his talk about his dreams.

Genesis 37:12-17

(12) One time, when his brothers
had gone to pasture their father’s
flock at Shechem, (13) Israel said to
Joseph, “Your brothers are pasturing
at Shechem. Come, I will send you to
them.” He answered, “I am ready.”
(14) And he said to him, “Go and see
how your brothers are and how the
flocks are faring, and bring me back
word.” So he sent him from the
valley of Hebron. When he reached
Shechem, (15) a man came upon him
wandering in the fields. The man
asked him, “What are you looking
for?” (16) He answered, “I am looking
for my brothers. Could you tell me
where they are pasturing?” (17) The
man said, “They have gone from
here, for I heard them say: Let us go
to Dothan.” So Joseph followed his
brothers and found them at Dothan.
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Genesis 37:18-20

(18) They saw him from afar, and
before he came close to them they
conspired to kill him. (19) They said
to one another, “Here comes that
dreamer! (20) Come now, let us kill
him and throw him into one of the
pits; and we can say, ‘A savage beast
devoured him.” We shall see what

comes of his dreams!”
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PartII - Joseph learns to serve Potifar and is the victim of "Dibatam

Ra'ah"

Genesis 39:17-20

(17) Then she told him the same
story, saying, “The Hebrew slave

whom you brought into our house

came to me to dally with me; (18) but

when I screamed at the top of my
voice, he left his garment with me
and fled outside.” (19) When his
master heard the story that his wife
told him, namely, “Thus and so your
slave did to me,” he was furious. (20)
So Joseph’s master had him put in
prison, where the king’s prisoners
were confined. But even while he

was there in prison,
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Part III - Joseph in Jail

Genesis 39:21
(21) the LORD was with Joseph: He

extended kindness to him and
disposed the chief jailer favorably

toward him.

Genesis 40:6-8

(6) When Joseph came to them in
the morning, he saw that they were
distraught. (7) He asked Pharaoh’s
courtiers, who were with him in
custody in his master’s house, saying,
“Why do you appear downcast
today?” (8) And they said to him,
“We had dreams, and there is no one
to interpret them.” So Joseph said to
them, “Surely God can interpret! Tell

»
.

me [your dreams]
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Part IV - Joseph Interprets Pharoeh's Dreams

Genesis 41:15-16
(15) And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I

have had a dream, but no one can

interpret it. Now I have heard it said
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of you that for you to hear a dream is N D’? DI‘?I_':I yawn W‘DN]?\H;?S]

to tell its meaning.” (16) Joseph n}m:z;.)-ng "],Q‘l’ 15_7"?1_ (0) }TN
answered Pharaoh, saying, “Not I! - Y D’I‘P"?N Y57 TARY
God will see to Pharaoh’s welfare.” T

7310 By
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(37) The plan pleased Pharaoh and
all his courtiers. (38) And Pharaoh

said to his courtiers, “Could we find
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another like him, a man in whom is

the spirit of God?” (39) So Pharaoh -]@N;”_ (Ub) ’1,3 D’P]?N TN ']}ZR:(
said to Joseph, “Since God has made D’P’?N Y279 ’HT_'IN ’]:Qﬁ"bfjf\ﬂyjﬂ
all this known to you, there is none 0om ]1}:1 1IN nN;'('T?;' NN FlmN
so discerning and wise as you. (40) “N°2-5Y 11700 AN (n) +7iN3
You shall be in charge of my court, XD P ’];33_7'17; o :],LD-I?S”

and by your. command sha'll all my 0 I?ﬂ N
people be directed; only with respect N o
to the throne shall I be superior to

you.”

Once Joseph learned to interpret other people's dreams - his own dreams came
true - Now Joseph is ready to re-face his brothers, this time as someone who

can see others and their dreams.
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Part V - Joseph meets his brothers

Genesis 42:6

(6) Now Joseph was the vizier of the
land; it was he who dispensed rations
to all the people of the land. And
Joseph’s brothers came and bowed
low to him, with their faces to the

ground.

Genesis 44:18-20

(18) Then Judah went up to him and
said, “Please, my lord, let your
servant appeal to my lord, and do not
be impatient with your servant, you
who are the equal of Pharaoh. (19)
My lord asked his servants, ‘Have
you a father or another brother?” (20)
We told my lord, “We have an old
father, and there is a child of his old
age, the youngest; his full brother is
dead, so that he alone is left of his

mother, and his father dotes on him.’

Genesis 45:4-5
(4) Then Joseph said to his brothers,

“Come forward to me.” And when

they came forward, he said, “I am
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your brother Joseph, he whom you
sold into Egypt. (5) Now, do not be
distressed or reproach yourselves
because you sold me hither; it was to
save life that God sent me ahead of

you.

Genesis 45:10

(10) You will dwell in the region of
Goshen, where you will be near me—
you and your children and your
grandchildren, your flocks and herds,

and all that is yours.

Genesis 45:15
(15) He kissed all his brothers and

wept upon them; only then were his
brothers able to talk to him.

Part VI - Conclusion

Genesis 50:16-21

(16) So they sent this message to
Joseph, “Before his death your father
left this instruction: (17) So shall you
say to Joseph, ‘Forgive, I urge you,

the offense and guilt of your brothers
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who treated you so harshly.’
Therefore, please forgive the offense
of the servants of the God of your
father.” And Joseph was in tears as
they spoke to him. (18) His brothers
went to him themselves, flung
themselves before him, and said,
“We are prepared to be your slaves.”
(19) But Joseph said to them, “Have
no fear! Am I a substitute for God?
(20) Besides, although you intended
me harm, God intended it for good,
so as to bring about the present
result—the survival of many people.
(21) And so, fear not. I will sustain
you and your children.” Thus he
reassured them, speaking kindly to

them.
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