Yoset and Shechem

Genesis 30:22-25

(22) Now God remembered Rachel;
God heeded her and opened her
womb. (23) She conceived and bore
a son, and said, “God has taken
away my disgrace.” (24) So she
named him Joseph, which is to say,
“May '77 add another son for me.”
(25) After Rachel had borne Joseph,
Jacob said to Laban, “Give me leave
to go back to my own homeland.

Genesis 29:18-20

(18) Jacob loved Rachel; so he
answered, “I will serve you seven
years for your younger daughter

Rachel.” (19) Laban said, “Better that

I give her to you than that I should
give her to an outsider. Stay with
me.” (20) So Jacob served seven
years for Rachel and they seemed to
him but a few days because of his
love for her.

Genesis 29:17
(17) Leah had weak eyes; Rachel was
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shapely and beautiful.

Genesis 39:6

(6) He left all that he had in Joseph’s
hands and, with him there, he paid
attention to nothing save the food
that he ate. Now Joseph was well
built and handsome.

Genesis 49:22

(22) Joseph is a charming one, a
graceful one to the eye —daughters
clamor on the walls to see him.

Rashi on Genesis 49:22:1-3

(1) 79 12 means a graceful son. Itis
an expression used in Aramaic: 179X
7Nl “Let us treat gracefully
(literally, let us make a triumphal
procession for) R. Simeon”, and may
be found at the end of Bava Metzia
119a. (2) 1V °2¥ N9 12 means his
gracefulness attacks the eye that
looks at him. (3) W Y 7Y% N2
DAUGHTERS TREAD ON THE WALL
— The daughters of Egypt used to
climb up to gaze at his beauty Mi1is
plural — many daughters, whilst
77X is singular, but the words
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should be translated thus: many
daughters climbed, each of them to
any place from which she could best
obtain a glimpse of him.

Genesis 39:4

(4) he took a liking to Joseph. He
made him his personal attendant
and put him in charge of his
household, placing in his hands all
that he owned.

Genesis 39:21

(21) ' was with Joseph—extending
kindness to him and disposing the
chief jailer favorably toward him.

Genesis 47:25

(25) And they said, “You have saved
our lives! We are grateful to my lord,
and we shall be serfs to Pharaoh.”

Genesis 39:7-9

(7) After a time, his master’s wife
cast her eyes upon Joseph and said,
“Lie with me.” (8) But he refused. He
said to his master’s wife, “Look,
with me here, my master gives no
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thought to anything in this house,
and all that he owns he has placed
in my hands. (9) He wields no more
authority in this house than I, and
he has withheld nothing from me
except yourself, since you are his
wife. How then could I do this most
wicked thing, and sin before God?”

PY7¥7 901 YW Y 00w

Genesis 48:21-22

(21) Then Israel said to Joseph, “I am
about to die; but God will be with
you and bring you back to the land
of your ancestors. (22) And now, I
assign to you one portion more than
to your brothers, which I wrested
from the Amorites with my sword
and bow.”

Bereshit Rabbah 97:6

“And I have given to you one
portion [shekhem] beyond your
brothers, which I took from the
hand of the Emorite with my
sword and with my bow” (Genesis
48:22).

“And I have given to you” a son who
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was vigilant [shehishkim], and you
did not act in accordance with their
actions; therefore, the portion will
be in your territory. Rabbi Pinhas
said: In Shekhem there was breach
in the area of licentiousness, and
you repaired it; therefore, it will be
in your portion. Rabbi Yehuda and

Rabbi Nehemya: Rabbi Yehuda said:

“I have given to you [one] shekhem”
— this is the birthright and the
garment of Adam the first man.
“Which I took from the hand of the

Emorite” — this is Esau. Was Esau, in
fact, an Emorite? Itis, rather, that he

performed the actions of the
Emorite. “With my sword and with
my bow” — with mitzvot and good
deeds. Rabbi Nehemya said: “I have
given to you one shekhem” — this is
literally [the city of] Shekhem.
“Which I took from the hand of the
Emorite” — this is Hamor father of
Shekhem. Was he, in fact, an
Emorite? It is that the Hivite are
included in the Emorite. “With my
sword and with my bow” —Jacob
did not want his sons to perform
that act. But when...

Joshua 24:32

(32) The bones of Joseph, which the
Israelites had brought up from
Egypt, were buried at Shechem, in
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the piece of ground that Jacob had
bought for a hundred kesitahs from
the children of Hamor, Shechem’s
father, and which had become a
heritage of the Josephites.

Sotah 13b:4

In the aforementioned verse it
states: “And the bones of Joseph,
which the children of Israel brought
up out of Egypt, they buried in
Shechem, in the parcel of ground
that Jacob bought from the sons of
Hamor the father of Shechem for a
hundred pieces of money” (Joshua
24:32). The Gemara asks: What is
different about Shechem that they
specifically chose to bury Joseph
there? Rabbi Hama, son of Rabbi
Hanina, says that the Jewish people
said: His brothers kidnapped him
from Shechem (see Genesis
37:12-28), and to Shechem we
should return his lost body.

Genesis 37:12-16

(12) One time, when his brothers
had gone to pasture their father’s
flock at Shechem, (13) Israel said to
Joseph, “Your brothers are pasturing
at Shechem. Come, I will send you to
them.” He answered, “I am ready.”
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(14) And he said to him, “Go and see 0177[[] an ‘[NW NJ “|77 177 WDN"I
how your brothers are and how the ’JZT.U_I'I ]NX‘I D"IL/‘T.U NI _PHN
flocks are faring, and bring me back

'[1131'! PRV "I“ll'l’?[U"l 17

word.” So he sent him from the

valley of Hebron. When he reached (b 1aky! (v) —IDDUJ Nj”

Shechem, (15) a man came upon him 1”’7?‘“17"1 _I:H.UJ _I}_?n 3 U]’N

wandering in the fields. The man (o) w73ﬂ'_|73 7.73?‘#7 T.U"N_l
ked him, “Wh looki

asKe mm at are you looking ijnn ’DJN ,]—IN nN WDN51

for?” (16) He answered, “I am
looking for my brothers. Could you
tell me where they are pasturing?”
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only to feed themselves (Genesis RIS

Rabbah 84:13).
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god.

Shabbat 83b:3

Rav Ahadvoi bar Ami raised a
dilemma: What is the halakha with
regard to idolatry thatis less than
an olive-bulk? Rav Yosef strongly
objected to this: With regard to
what use was this dilemma raised?
If you say it was raised with regard
to the matter of the prohibition of
idolatry, let it only be like Zevuv,
the Baal of Ekron, which was the
size and form of a fly, as it was
taught in a baraita with regard to
the verse: “And they made Baal
Berit into their god” (Judges 8:33).
The Sages said that this is referring
to Zevuv, the Baal of Ekron. It
teaches that each and every person
made an image of his god and
placed it in his pocket. When he
remembered it, he removed it
from his pocket and embraced and
kissed it. Apparently, even idolatry
the size of a fly falls under the rubric
of the prohibition of idolatry.

Jerusalem Talmud Shabbat 9:1

. But a whole one even in the most
minute size, as Rebbi Huna, Rebbi
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Hama bar Gorion said in the name of
Rav: Baal was the penis gland in the
form of a bean: They selected the Baal
of circumcision as god.

Genesis 35:4

(4) They gave to Jacob all the alien
gods that they had, and the rings
that were in their ears, and Jacob
buried them under the terebinth
that was near Shechem.

I1 Kings 17:32-34

(32) They worshiped GOD, but they
also appointed from their own ranks
priests of the shrines, who officiated
for them in the cult places. (33) They
worshiped GOD, while serving their
own gods according to the practices
of the nations from which they had
been deported. (34) To this day, they
follow their former practices. They
do not worship GOD [properly].
They do not follow the laws and
practices, the Teaching and
Instruction that GOD enjoined upon
the descendants of Jacob—who was
given the name Israel—
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Rabbi Ishmael ben Rabbi Yose went to the well known Neapolis (the Roman
name for Shechem). The Samaritans came to him. He told them, I am seeing
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you bowing down not to this mountain but to the idols under it, as it is
written, he hid them under the terebinth near Shechem (Y. Avodah Zarah 5:4)

(Rabbi Ishmael was saying:) It is clear to me that you are not worshiping the
mountain (which the Samaritans hold sacred), but what is interred at its base,
namely the idols that Jacob had buried in Shechem. (Pnei Moshe)

Shemot Rabbah 20:19

Why [does the verse state:] “you
shall take my bones up with you
from here”? Rabbi Levi said: To what
is this matter comparable? Itisto a
man who put his wine in the cellar.
Thieves entered, took the barrel, and
went and drank it. The owner of the
wine came and found that they had
stolen the barrel. He said to them:
‘You drank the wine, restore the
barrel to its place.” So too, Joseph’s
brothers abducted him and sold
him, and when [the time] came to
take his leave from the world, he
administered an oath to them. He
said to them: ‘Please, my brothers,
you abducted me alive from
Shekhem, restore my bones to
Shekhem.’ That is why it is stated:
“The bones of Joseph that the
children of Israel took out of Egypt,
they buried in Shekhem” (Joshua
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24:32).

Deuteronomy 11:29-30

(29) When your God 71 brings you
into the land that you are about to
enter and possess, you shall
pronounce the blessing at Mount
Gerizim and the curse at Mount
Ebal.— (30) Both are on the other
side of the Jordan, beyond the west
road thatis in the land of the
Canaanites who dwell in the
Arabah—near Gilgal, by the
terebinths of Moreh.

Rashi on Deuteronomy 11:30:5

(5) 77 19K [BESIDE] THE
TEREBINTHS OF MOREH — This is
Shechem, for it states, (Genesis
12:6): “unto the place of Shechem,
unto the terebinth of Moreh” (Sifrei
Devarim 56:1; Sotah 33b; cf. Rashi on
that verse).

Deuteronomy 27:11-13

(11) Thereupon Moses charged the
people, saying: (12) After you have
crossed the Jordan, the following
shall stand on Mount Gerizim when

the blessing for the people is spoken:

Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar,
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Joseph, and Benjamin. (13) And for
the curse, the following shall stand

on Mount Ebal: Reuben, Gad, Asher,

Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali.

Joshua 24:25-26

(25) On that day at Shechem, Joshua

made a covenant for the people and
he made a fixed rule for them. (26)
Joshua recorded all this in a book of
divine instruction. He took a great
stone and set it up at the foot of the
oak in the sacred precinct of GOD;

Radak on Joshua 24:26

Deuteronomy 28:69

(69) These are the terms of the
covenant which '7 commanded
Moses to conclude with the
Israelites in the land of Moab, in
addition to the covenant which was

7321 NP1 WYY TN
n92poy 1173;7’ 1‘7&1 )
R 342987 227V 72
5RD3] 17 12930

173-1172:773 YW
oy’ N71a ywin mha7 (2)

LIWH PN T DY XA D172

Ywin® an21 (12) :0Jwa
nin 9993 PR 02T NN
77 1’7113 128 TTR71 07X

WTpn3 WX | "’?NT' nnn oy
{2} 71

172:770 punm By P

"2 WATNI...ITPRM Nrn(X)
2PY? 7PNNN [ALW 79K R
17071 2INOW 112 1237 PN

WK PR DTN APYT DNIK

0ow Oy

L”D:M”D 0”2

inkgkb Ry b g (ele)
n"13’7 ‘I’UJ"D'DN IR
:le ah®! ’7NWLU’ 727NN
DAN N2 WN nm-l ‘r:’m


https://www.sefaria.org/Joshua.24.25-26
https://www.sefaria.org/Joshua.24.25-26
https://www.sefaria.org/Radak_on_Joshua.24.26
https://www.sefaria.org/Radak_on_Joshua.24.26
https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.28.69
https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.28.69

made with them at Horeb.

Mekhilta DeRabbi Yishmael, Tractate
Kaspa 5:6

(6) (Exodus 23:19) "You shall not
cook a kid in its mother's milk": R.
Shimon says: Why is this written in
three places? (here, (Exodus 34:26)
and (Devarim 14:21). They
correspond to the three covenants
that the Holy One Blessed be He
forged with Israel: one in Chorev,
one Arvoth Moav, and one in Mount
Gerizim and Mount Eival.

Sanhedrin 43b:10

The Gemara notes that this is
subject to a dispute between
tanna’im. The verse states: “The
hidden matters belong to the Lord
our God, but those matters that
are revealed belong to us and to
our children forever [ad olam],
that we may do all the words of this
Torah” (Deuteronomy 29:28). Why
in a Torah scroll are there dots over
each of the letters in the words “to
us and to our children” and over
the letter ayin in the word “forever
[ad]”? The dots, which function like
erasures that weaken the force of the
words, teach that God did not
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punish the nation for hidden sins
until the Jewish people crossed
the Jordan River. This is the
statement of Rabbi Yehuda.
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