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Rabbi Moshe Shulman, page 36

Part IV: Maftir Yonah - In God’s Defense

Malachi 3

(1) "Behold, I send My messenger, and he will prepare the way
before Me; and the Master, whom you seek, will suddenly come to
His temple; and the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire,
behold, he comes!" says Hashem of Hosts.... (22) "Remember the
law of Moses, My servant, which I commanded to him in Horeb for
all Israel, even statutes and ordinances. (23) Behold, I will send you
Elijah the prophet before the great and terrible day of Hashem
comes. (24) He will turn the hearts of the fathers to the children,
and the hearts of the children to their fathers, lest I come and strike
the earth with a curse."

Pirkei D’Rebbe Eliezer 29:17

There the Holy One, blessed be He, was revealed unto him, and He
said to him: "What doest thou here, Elijah?" (1 Kings 19:9). He
answered Him, saying: "I have been very zealous" (1 Kings 19:10).
He, said to him: Thou art always zealous! Thou wast zealous in
Shittim on account of the immorality. Because it is said, "Phineas,
the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, turned my wrath
away from the children of Israel, in that he was zealous with my
zeal among them" (Num. 25:11). Here also art thou zealous. By thy
life! They shall not observe the covenant of circumcision until thou
seest it (done) with thine eyes. Hence the sages instituted (the
custom) that people should have a seat of honor for the Messenger
of the Covenant; for Elijah, may he be remembered for good, is
called the Messenger of the Covenant, as it is said, "And the
messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in, behold, he cometh"
(Mal. 3:1).

Zohar Vayakhel
According to another interpretation, “who hath ascended up into

heaven” is an allusion to Elijah, whereas “and descended” alludes
to Jonah, whom the fish caused to sink into the nethermost depths
of the sea. Jonah was only made possible by Elijah. Elijah ascended
and Jonah descended, and the one as well as the other “requested
for himself that he might die”.
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Rosh Hashanah 17b

“The Lord passed by before him, and proclaimed” (Exodus 34:6).
Rabbi Yohanan said: Were it not explicitly written in the verse, it
would be impossible to say this. It teaches that the Holy One,
Blessed be He, wrapped Himself in a prayer shawl like a prayer
leader and showed Moses the structure of the order of the prayer.
He said to him: Whenever the Jewish people sin, let them act before
Me in accordance with this order. and I will forgive them.

“The Lord, the Lord,” I am He before a person sins, and I am He
after a person sins and performs repentance, “God, merciful and
gracious” (Exodus 34:6).

Rav Yehuda said: A covenant was made with the thirteen attributes
that they will not return empty-handed, as it is stated:“Behold, I
make a covenant” (Exodus 34:10).

Siddur, Intro to 13 Attributes, Slichot

Almighty! King! Who sits on the throne of mercy, governs with
kindness forgives the iniquities of His people. He removes their sins
one by one, increasing forgiveness to sinners, and pardon to
transgressors. Acting righteously with all who are of flesh and
spirit; not according to their wickedness does He repay them.
Almighty! You instructed us to recite the thirteen Divine attributes;
and remember unto us this day the covenant of thirteen Divine
attributes, as You made them known to the humble Moshe of old,
as it is written, “Hashem in the cloud, and stood with him there, and
proclaimed the Name, Hashem...”

Radak Yonah 3

Because all his words which he said to cause harm to people are
with a condition: "if they do not repent [they will be destroyed],"
but if they do repent, He will forgive, and this trait comes from His
traits, Blessed is He, like it says in the Torah, and so said Yirmiyahu
[as well]: "For a moment I speak of a nation [to be destroyed]..."
(Jeremiah 18:7); And so said Yekhezkel: "And when a evil person
returns from his wickedness..."(Ezekiel 18:27).

Yirmiyahu 18
(7) At what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and

concerning a kingdom, to pluck up and to break down and to destroy
it; (8) if that nation, concerning which I have spoken, turn from their
evil, I will repent of the evil that I thought to do to them.

(9) At what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and
concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant it; (10) if they do that
which is evil in My sight, that they not obey My voice, then I will
repent of the good, with which I said I would benefit them.

Yechezkel 18

(21) But if the wicked turns from all his sins that he has committed,
and keeps all My statutes, and does that which is lawful and right,
he shall surely live, he shall not die. (22) None of his transgressions
that he has committed shall be remembered against him. In his
righteousness that he has done he shall live. (23) Have I any
pleasure in the death of the wicked?' says Hashem Elokim; 'and not
rather that he should return from his way, and live?

...(30) Therefore 1 will judge you, house of Israel, everyone
according to his ways,' says Hashem Elokim. 'Return, and turn
yourselves from all your transgressions; so iniquity shall not be

Rabbi Moshe Shulman, page 37
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your ruin. (31) Cast away from you all your transgressions, in which
you have transgressed; and make yourselves a new heart and a new
spirit. For why should you die, house of Israel? (32) For I have no
pleasure in the death of him who dies,' says Hashem Elokim,
'therefore turn yourselves, and live."

Micha 7

(18) Who is a God like You, who pardons iniquity, and passes over
the disobedience of the remnant of His heritage? He doesn't retain
His anger forever, because He delights in loving kindness. (19) He
will again have compassion on us. He will tread our iniquities under
foot; and You will cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.
(20) Be true to Yaakov, faithful to Avraham, as You swore to our
fathers from days of old.

Zohar Shemot 21

R. Johanan interposed, remarking: ‘Is it not written: “By day the
Lord will command his mercy” (Ps. 42, 9), showing that mercy
predominates as long as there is daylight?’ Said R. Isaac: ‘From
sunrise until the sun declines westward it is called “day”, and the
attribute of Mercy is in the ascendant: after that it is called
“evening”, which is the time for the attribute of Severity.

Rabbi Moshe Shulman, page 38
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