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Rabbi Moshe Shulman, page 22

Yonah, Moshe & Elivahu VS GOD!!

Part 2: Moshe vs GOD

379 DY

I Kings 19
(4) But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness, and

came and sat down under a broom-tree; and he requested for himself
that he might die. He said, "It is enough. Now, O Lord, take away
my life, for I am not better than my fathers."

Shemot 32

(31) Moshe returned to Hashem and said, "Please, this people has
sinned a great sin, and they have made for themselves a god of gold.
(32) And now, if you forgive their sin..., and if not, erase me, please,
from Your book which You have written." (33) Hashem said to
Moshe, "He who has sinned against Me, I will erase from My book.

Brachot 32a

And Shmuel said: The term vayhal teaches that Moses gave his life
for Israel, as it is stated: “And if not, erase me, please, from Your
book” (Exodus 32:32).

Ramban ibid

In my opinion [the interpretation of the verse is as follows]: Moses
said, "Yet now, if Thou wilt forgive their sin in Thine mercies [-
well and good]; but if not, blot me out in their place from the book
of life, and I will share their punishment,"

Pirkei D’Rebbe Eliezer 10:1

Why did he flee? Because on the first occasion when (God) sent
him to restore the border of Israel, his words were fulfilled, as it is
said, "And he restored the border of Israel from the entering in of
Hamath" (2 Kings 14:25). On the second occasion (God) sent him
to Jerusalem to (prophesy that He would) destroy it. But the Holy
One, blessed be He, did according to the abundance of His tender
mercy and repented of the evil (decree), and He did not destroy it;
thereupon they called him a lying prophet. On the third occasion
(God) sent him against Nineveh to destroy it. Jonah argued with
himself, saying, I know that the nations are nigh to repentance, now
they will repent and the Holy One, blessed be He, will direct His
anger against Israel. And is it not enough for me that Israel should
call me a lying prophet; but shall also the nations of the world (do
likewise)? Therefore, behold, I will escape from His presence to a
place where His glory is not declared.

Jer. Sanhedrin 11:5

Rebbi Jonah said, Jonah ben Amitai was a true prophet. You find
that when the Holy One, praise to Him, told him, get up and go to
the great city of Nineveh and call out over it that their evil came
before Me, Jonah said, I know that Gentiles are close to repentance;
if I would go and prophesy for them and they repented, the Holy
One, praise to Him, would make himself paid from the haters of
Israel. What can I do? I must flee!
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Yonah, Moshe & Eliyahu vs GOD!, Torah in Motion, Elul 5785/5786

Mechilta D’Rebbbre Yishmael Boh 1

R. Yochanan said: Jonah went (on that voyage) only to cast himself
into the sea, as it is written (Jonah 1:12) "And he said to them: Lift
me up and cast me into the sea." All this do you find with Moses
and the (other) prophets, that they gave their lives for Israel. What
is written of Moses? (Exodus 32:32) "And now, if You forgive their
sin — and if not, blot me out of Your book which You have
written." (Numbers 11:15) "If thus You do with me, kill me if  have
found favor in Your eyes and let me not look upon my evil" (i.e.,
the destruction of Israel). What is written of David? (II Samuel
24:17) "Behold, I have sinned and I have been corrupt. But these
sheep, what have they done? Let Your hand be in me and in the
house of my father." In all places you find that Moses and the
(other) prophets gave their lives for Israel.

Rabbi Moshe Shulman, page 23
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Rashi Shemot 33:18

AND HE SAID I BESEECH THEE, SHOW ME THY GLORY -
Moses saw that the hour was propitious and that his petitions were
being favorably received, he therefore made a further request —
that God should let him behold a reflection of His Glory.

Ramban ibid

AND HE [Moses] SAID: ‘SHOW ME, 1 PRAY THEE, THY
GLORY.’ Moses desired that he should actually see in clear sight
the Glory of G-d. It is possible that 74y Glory here means the Great
Glory — the clear vision. And G-d answered him, / will make the
measure of all My goodness pass before thee, that you will
comprehend and understand all My goodness more than all men,
but the vision of the Presence that you have asked for, you will not
be able to see.

AND I WILL PROCLAIM THE NAME OF THE ETERNAL
BEFORE THEE. I will proclaim before you the Great Name, for
you will not be able to see Him. AND I WILL BE GRACIOUS
[through it] TO WHOM I WILL BE GRACIOUS, AND WILL
SHOW MERCY [through it] TO WHOM I WILL SHOW MERCY.
This means that by this proclamation you will know the attributes
of graciousness and mercy, by which people are shown grace and
mercy through My name and through My goodness. It is with
reference to this [knowledge received by Moses] that G-d said of
him, he is trusted in all My house, for a man’s goodness is in his
house.

Rashi Shemot 34

'n'n THE LORD, THE LORD — This is the attribute of Divine mercy. The
one (the first 'n) alludes to God having mercy on the sinner before he sins and

the other after he has sinned and repented (Rosh Hashanah 17b).

09N 78 SLOW TO ANGER — He defers (7>~n) His anger and does not

hasten to punish — it may be that the sinner will repent.

7on 217 AND ABUNDANT IN MERCY — to those who need mercy because

they have not sufficient merits to be saved by them.

1Ny AND TRUTH — faithfully rewarding those who perform His will.
7on 1% means God keeps (stores up) the mercy which a person does in His

presence,

o998y TO THOUSANDS — to two thousand generations (the plural,
“generations”, and “two” is the least that this can imply; cf. Rashi on Exodus

20:6).

nmy — These are sins committed presumptuously (with premeditation). oyws

— These are sins committed rebelliously.
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NP &Y Npn AND WHO WILL BY NO MEANS CLEAR THE GUILTY —
According to its plain sense this means that He is not altogether indulgent to
sin (He does not entirely remit the punishment), but little by little exacts
punishment from, him (the sinner). Our Rabbis, however, have explained: np»,
And he clears — He clears those who repent, np» X5, He does not clear — but
does not clear those who will not repent (Yoma 86a).

02 5y nax »y 7P VISITING THE INIQUITY OF THE FATHERS UPON
THE CHILDREN — when they retain in their hands (follow the example of)
the evil doings of their ancestors. This must be the meaning because in another
verse of a similar character it has already been stated: of them that hate Me (cf.
Exodus 20:5: Visiting the iniquity of fathers upon the children, upon the third
and fourth generation of them that hate Me (Berakhot 7a; Sanhedrin 27b).
©y11 5y means AND UPON THE FOURTH GENERATION — It follows,
therefore, that the measure of good (reward) is greater than the measure of
punishment in the proportion of one to five hundred, for in respect to the
measure of good it says: “Keeping mercy for thousands” (two thousands at

Rabbi Moshe Shulman, page 24
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least) (cf. Rashi above: Tosefta Sotah 4:1; see also Rashi on Exodus 20:5).

Rosh Hashanah 17b

“And the Lord passed by before him, and proclaimed” (Exodus
34:6). Rabbi Yohanan said: Were it not explicitly written in the
verse, it would be impossible to say this. The verse teaches that the
Holy One, Blessed be He, wrapped Himself in a prayer shawl like
a prayer leader and showed Moses the order of the prayer. He said
to him: Whenever the Jewish people sin, let them act before Me in
accordance with this order and I will forgive them.

“The Lord, the Lord” - I am He before a person sins, and I am He
after a person sins and performs repentance, “God, merciful and
gracious” (Exodus 34:6).

Rav Yehuda said: A covenant was made with the thirteen attributes
that they will not return empty-handed, as it is stated: “Behold, 1
make a covenant” (Exodus 34:10).

Selichot

God, Ruler, who sits on a throne of mercy, who behaves piously,
who forgives the sins of his nation, passing the first one first, who
has abundant forgiveness to sinners, who acts justly with everything
flesh and spirit, You will not repay them in accordance with their
evil. God, you taught us to say the Thirteen, so remember for us
today the covenant of the Thirteen, as you informed the Humble One
(Moses) in ancient times as it is written, "and God descended in a
cloud and he stood with Him there, and he called out in the name
of God,"

Sanhedrin 111a

Moses made haste and bowed his head toward the earth and
prostrated himself” (Exodus 34:6-8), What did he see? Rabbi
Hanina ben Gamla says: He saw the attribute of slow to anger... as
it is taught in a baraita: When Moses ascended on high, he
discovered the Holy One, Blessed be He, sitting and writing: Slow
to anger. Moses said before Him: Master of the Universe, is Your
attribute of slow to anger only to be used for the righteous? God
said to him: It is an attribute even for the wicked. Moses said to
Him: Let the wicked be doomed. God said to him: Now, you will
see that you will need this! When the Jewish people sinned He, said
to Moses: Didn’t you say to Me that the attribute of slow to anger
is for the righteous alone? Moses said before Him: Master of the
Universe, and isn’t this what You said to me: It is an attribute even
for the wicked? And that is what is written: “And now, I pray You,
let the power of my Lord be great, as You have spoken, saying”
(Numbers 14:17).
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Jer. Ta’aanit 2:1

Rebbi Samuel bar Nahman in the name of Rebbi Jonathan: It is not
written here “slow in one anger” but “slow in anger”. He is slow in
anger with the just ones, and slow in anger with the evil ones.

Right wouldst Thou be, O Lord, if I were to contend with Thee: yet
I will reason these points of justice with Thee: Why does the way
of the wicked prosper? why are all they happy that deal very
treacherously? Thou hast planted them, indeed, they have taken
root: they grow, indeed they bring forth fruit: Thou art near in their
mouth, and far from their inward parts. But Thou, O Lord, knowst
me: Thou hast seen me, and tried my heart towards Thee: pull them
out like sheep for the slaughter, and prepare them for the day of
slaughter. How long shall the land mourn, and the herbs of the
whole field wither? for the wickedness of them that dwell there, the
beasts and the birds are consumed; because they said, He shall not
see our last end. If thou hast run with the footmen, and they have
wearied thee, then how canst thou contend with horses? And dost
thou feel secure in the land of peace? how wilt thou do in the wild
country of the Yarden? For even thy brethren, and the house of thy
father, even they deal treacherously with thee: indeed, they are in
full cry after thee: believe them not, though they speak fair words
to thee.

Habakkuk 1

The burden which Havaqquq the prophet did see. O Lord, how long
shall I cry, and Thou wilt not hear! I cry out to Thee of violence,
and Thou wilt not save! Why dost Thou show me iniquity, and
cause me to behold mischief? for spoiling and violence are before
me: and there is strife; and contention raises its head. Therefore
Tora is slackened, and justice does not go out triumphantly: for the
wicked man besets the righteous, so that justice goes out perverted.

Psalms 25:j
Good and upright is the Lord: therefore does he instruct sinners in
the way.

Jer. Makkot 2:6

They asked Wisdom, what is the punishment of the sinner? She told
them, evil will pursue sinners. They asked Prophecy, what is the
punishment of the sinner? She told them, the sinning soul is the one
which will die. They asked the Holy One, praise to Him, what is the
punishment of the sinner? He said to them, let him repent and it will
be atoned for him. That is what is written, therefore, He teaches the
way to the sinners, the way to repentance.

Kohelet 8

Because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily,
therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil.
Though a sinner do evil a hundred times, and his days are
prolonged...

There is a vanity which is done upon the earth; that there are just
men, to whom it happens according to the deeds of the wicked;
again, there are wicked men, to whom it happens according to the
deeds of the righteous: I said that this also is vanity.

Rabbi Moshe Shulman, page 25
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Shemot 32:26-27

then Moshe stood in the gate of the camp, and said, Who is on the
Lord’s side? let him come to me. And all the sons of Levi gathered
themselves together to him.

And he said to them, Thus says the Lord God of Yisra'el, Put every
man his sword by his side, and go to and fro from gate to gate
throughout the camp, and slay every man his brother, and every man
his companion, and every man his neighbour.

Rashi Breishit 1:2

AND GOD SAW THE LIGHT THAT IT WAS GOOD, AND GOD
CAUSED A DIVISION — Here, also, we must depend upon the
statement of the Agada: He saw that the wicked were unworthy of
using it (the light); He, therefore, set it apart (5727), reserving it for
the righteous in the world to come (Chagigah 12a).

Pirkei D’Rebbe Eliezer 10

The Holy One, blessed be He, spake to the Torah: "Let us make ||
man in our image, after our likeness" (Gen. 1:26). (The Torah)
spake before Him: Sovereign of all the worlds ! The man whom
Thou wouldst create will be limited in days and full of anger; and
he will come into the power of sin. Unless Thou wilt be long-
suffering with him, it would be well for him not to have come into
the world. The Holy One, blessed be He, rejoined: And is it for
nought that I am called "slow to anger" and "abounding in love"?

Pesikta Rabbai 4

Moses and Elijah are similar to each other in every way.

Moses is a prophet. Elijah is a prophet.

Moses is called a man of God (Deuteronomy 33:1) and Elijah is
called a man of God (1 Kings 17:18)

Moses went up and Elijah went up, as it is said, And it came to pass
in the ascension, that Elijah (Ibid. 2:21)

Moses was fed / sustained by a woman - by the daughter of Jethro,
they called him and he ate bread (Exodus 2:20) and Elijah - "Please
bring me a loaf of bread" (1 Kings 17:11)

Moses fled from Pharaoh and Elijah fled from Jezebel.

... Of Moses it was said whether these as many as men should die
(Numbers 16:29) and of Elijah the Lord God of Israel lives [before
whom I have stood] if there will be [these years] dew and rain
except according to my word (1 Kings 17:1)

Moses gathered Israel to Mount Sinai, and Elijah gathered them to
Mount Carmel

Moses destroyed idolators, as it says: "Put every man his sword on
his thigh, etc. (Exodus 32:27) and Elijah killed prophets of Baal and
slaughtered them.

Moses was jealous, who is for the Lord to me (I Kings 32:26) and
Elijah was jealous, and Elijah said to all the people, "Come near to
me, please" (1 Kings 18:30)

Moses was hidden in a cave, ‘and I put you in the cleft of the rock’
(Exodus 33:22) and Elijah was hidden in a cave, and slept there, as
it is written, ‘and he came to the cave and spent the night there’ (1
Kings 19:9)

Moses came to the mountain of God (Exodus 3:1) and Elijah came
to the mountain of God (Kings 32:1 8)

Moses stayed forty days and forty nights without eating or drinking,
and Elijah walked in the strength of that eating for forty days.

Rabbi Moshe Shulman, page 26
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