Sefer Yirmiyahu - When Politics & Religion Clash

Class #2 - Understanding chapter 25 in light of chapter 7
The first 'Political Prophecy’ & its religious reason

For Torah in Motion - by Menachem Leibtag

Intro:

Today we begin our study of chapter 25, which includes

what we will refer to as the first 'political prophecy’. To

understand its importance, and why most of the nation claimed

it was a ‘false prophecy’, we will study it in light of

Yirmiyahu's key religious message in chapter 7.

First we will study the prophecy, and only afterward,

consider its historic & prophetic setting:

I. Chapter 25
DY-92-2y AMNYP-2Y MN-IYN 127D N

Y2 PR, M¥AND NIYE AT
MWD, NN AP o IMUNS

2223 791 ,98RI1992)7 ,NIYNID

DY-22-DY ,N>230 1NN 12T YN 2
mNb ob\m’ >3\w-ba bm -m-v

PNN-12 INPYND NIY NIVY YIY -1 )
=28 173 vy Y ,MD OPD 1Y AP TN
D2YIN 921N ; ’bx SN =927 M0 MY
.OnYNY XYY ,927) ©2IYN

1972¥-99-NNX DN MM’ NY) 1
-N2) ; DRYNY wa--nb\m mvn cmmﬂ
>.’>3\?? D??VS WS 033’\?7

Y DY 19910 VIR NI-IIY ,I0ND D
Mn? 1N YN ﬂmm-bv 2V umbbvn
D2IY-TY obw mb-—omm:mbw D2y

1 The word that came to Jeremiah
concerning all the people of Judah in
the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son
of Josiah, king of Judah, that was the
first year of Nebuchadrezzar king of
Babylon;

2 which Jeremiah the prophet spoke
unto all the people of Judah, and to
all the inhabitants of Jerusalem,
saying:

3 From the thirteenth year of Josiah
the son of Amon, king of Judah,
even unto this day, these three and
twenty years, the word of the LORD
hath come unto me, and I have
spoken unto you, speaking betimes
and often; but ye have not
hearkened.

4 And the LORD hath sent unto you
all His servants the prophets,
sending them betimes and often--but
ye have not hearkened, nor inclined
your ear to hear--

5 saying: 'Return ye now every one
from his evil way, and from the evil
of your doings, and dwell in the land
that the LORD hath given unto you
and to your fathers, for ever & ever;
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6 and go not after other gods to serve
them, and to worship them, and
provoke Me not with the work of
your hands, and I will do you no
hurt.

7 Yet ye have not hearkened unto
Me, saith the LORD; that ye might
provoke Me with the work of your
hands to your own hurt. { P}

8 Therefore thus saith the LORD of
hosts: Because ye have not heard
My words,

9 behold, I will send and take all the
families of the north, saith the
LORD, and I will send unto
Nebuchadrezzar the king of
Babylon, My servant, and will bring
them against this land, and against
the inhabitants thereof, and against
all these nations round about; and I
will utterly destroy them, and make
them an astonishment, and a hissing,
and perpetual desolations.

10 Moreover I will cause to cease
from among them the voice of mirth
and the voice of gladness, the voice
of the bridegroom and the voice of
the bride, the sound of the
millstones, and the light of the lamp.

11 And this whole land shall be a
desolation, and a waste; and these
nations shall serve the king of
Babylon seventy years.

12 And it shall come to pass, when
seventy years are accomplished, that
I will punish the king of Babylon,
and that nation, saith the LORD, for
their iniquity, and the land of the
Chaldeans; and I will make it
perpetual desolations.

13 And I will bring upon that land all
My words which I have pronounced
against it, even all that is written in
this book, which Jeremiah hath
prophesied against all the nations.

14 For many nations and great kings
shall make bondmen of them also;
and I will recompense them
according to their deeds, and
according to the work of their own
hands. {P}



II. Review - from Yoshiyahu to Yehoyakim
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1 The words of Jeremiah the son of
Hilkiah, of the priests that were in
Anathoth in the land of Benjamin,

2 to whom the word of the LORD came
in the days of Josiah the son of Amon,
king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of
his reign.
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3 It came also in the days of Jehoiakim
the son of Josiah, king of Judah, unto
the end of the eleventh year of
Zedekiah the son of Josiah, king of
Judah, unto the carrying away of
Jerusalem captive in the fifth month.

II. The final year of Yoshiyahu, his tragic death at Meggido
Sefer Divrei Ha'Yamim II chapter 35
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19 In the eighteenth year of the
reign of Josiah was this passover
kept.

20 After all this, when Josiah had
prepared the temple, Neco king
of Egypt went up to fight against
Carchemish by the Euphrates;
and Josiah went out against him.

21 But he sent ambassadors to him,
saying: "What have I to do with thee,
thou king of Judah? I come not against
thee this day, but against the house
wherewith I have war; and God hath
given command to speed me; forbear
thee from meddling with God, who is
with me, that He destroy thee not.’

22 Nevertheless Josiah would not turn
his face from him, but disguised
himself, that he might fight with him,
and hearkened not unto the words of
Neco, from the mouth of God, and
came to fight in valley of Megiddo.

23 And the archers shot at king
Josiah; and the king said to his
servants: 'Have me away; for [ am
sore wounded.’

24 So his servants took him out of the
chariot, and put him in the second
chariot that he had, and brought him
to Jerusalem; and he died, and was
buried in the sepulchres of his fathers.
And all Judah and Jerusalem mourned
for Josiah. {P}
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III. Melachim Bet chapter 23
How Yehoyakim gained power
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25 And Jeremiah lamented for Josiah;
and all the singing men and singing
women spoke of Josiah in their
lamentations, unto this day; and they
made them an ordinance in Israel;
and, behold, they are written in the
lamentations.

31 Jehoahaz was twenty and three years
old when he began to reign; and he
reigned three months in Jerusalem; and
his mother’s name was Hamutal the
daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah.

32 And he did that which was evil in the
sight of the LORD, according to all that
his fathers had done.

33 And Pharaoh-necoh put him in bands
at Riblah in the land of Hamath, that he
might not reign in Jerusalem; and put
the land to a fine of a hundred talents of
silver, and a talent of gold.

34 And Pharaoh-necoh made Eliakim
the son of Josiah king in the room of
Josiah his father, and changed his name
to Jehoiakim; but he took Jehoahaz
away; and he came to Egypt, and died
there.

35 And Jehoiakim gave the silver and
the gold to Pharaoh; but he taxed the
land to give the money according to the
commandment of Pharaoh; he exacted
the silver and the gold of the people of
the land, of every one according to his
taxation, to give it unto Pharaoh-
necoh. {S}

36 Jehoiakim was twenty and five years
old when he began to reign; and he
reigned eleven years in Jerusalem; and
his mother’s name was Zebudah the
daughter of Pedaiah of Rumabh.

37 And he did that which was evil in the
sight of the LORD, according to all that
his fathers had done.



A review of the time-line to appreciate chapter 7:

The Forty Years of Yirmiyahu's prophecies [18+11+11]

A- 18 w/Yoshiyahu — [From Year 13 of his reign untill his death in Year 31]
Year 13 - National teshuva begins [based on Il DH 34:1-8] / Ashur falls

Year 18 - Renovation of Temple; when they find the 'sefer torah'

Year 31 - Yoshiyahu's tragic death at Megiddo, fighting Pharaoh Necho

[Yehoyakim becomes King with support of Pharaoh Necho ]

B- 11 w/Yehoyakim —

leaves God, aligns himself with Egypt, rebels against Bavel

Year 4 - Nebuchadnezzar, King of Bavel, begins conquest of Middle East

Year 8

— rebellion again Bavel, after three years of servitude

Year 11 -Nebuchadnezzar defeats Jerusalem, King dies,; ‘aristocracy ‘ is exile

Including King Yehoyachin (son of Yehoyakim), after 3 mos. reign

C- 11 w/Tzidkiyahu — [appointed by Bavel, on condition of subservience]

Year 4 — plans rebellion against Bavel, which begins the next year

Year 11 — Temple & Jerusalem destroyed, People exiled

V. Chapter 7
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2 Stand in the gate of the LORD’S
house, and proclaim there this word,
and say: Hear the word of the
LORD, all ye of Judah, that enter in
at these gates to worship the

LORD. {S}

3 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the
God of Israel: Amend your ways
and your doings, and I will cause
you to dwell in this place.

4 Trust ye not in lying words,
saying: 'The temple of the LORD,
the temple of the LORD, the temple
of the LORD, are these.’

5 Nay, but if ye thoroughly amend
your ways and your doings; if ye
thoroughly execute justice between
a man and his neighbour;
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6 if ye oppress not the stranger, the
fatherless, and the widow, and shed
not innocent blood in this place,
neither walk after other gods to your
hurt;

7 then will I cause you to dwell in
this place, in the land that I gave to
your fathers, for ever and ever.

8 Behold, ye trust in lying words,
that cannot profit.

9 Will ye steal, murder, and commit
adultery, and swear falsely, and
offer unto Baal, and walk after other
gods whom ye have not known,

10 and come and stand before Me in
this house, whereupon My name is
called, and say: 'We are delivered,
that ye may do all these
abominations?

11 [s this house, whereupon My
name is called, become a den of
robbers in your eyes? Behold, I, even
I, have seen it, saith the LORD.

12 For go ye now unto My place
which was in Shiloh, where I caused
My name to dwell at the first, and
see what I did to it for the
wickedness of My people Israel.

13 And now, because ye have done
all these works, saith the LORD, and
I spoke unto you, speaking betimes
and often, but ye heard not, and I
called you, but ye answered not;

14 therefore will I do unto the house,
whereupon My name is called,
wherein ye trust, and unto the place
which I gave to you and to your
fathers, as I have done to Shiloh.

15 And [ will cast you out of My
sight, as I have cast out all your
brethren, even the whole seed of
Ephraim. {P}
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Continuation re: korbanot:
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9 to Me; for I will not hear thee.

21 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the
God of Israel: Add your burnt-
offerings unto your sacrifices, and
eat ye flesh.

22 For I spoke not unto your fathers,
nor commanded them in the day that
I brought them out of the land of
Egypt, concerning burnt-offerings or
sacrifices;

23 but this thing I commanded them,
saying: 'Hearken unto My voice, and
[ will be your God, and ye shall be
My people; and walk ye in all the
way that I command you, that it may
be well with you.’

24 But they hearkened not, nor
inclined their ear, but walked in their
own counsels, even in the
stubbornness of their evil heart, and
went backward and not forward,

25 even since the day that your
fathers came forth out of the land of
Egypt unto this day; and though |
have sent unto you all My servants
the prophets, sending them daily
betimes and often,

26 yet they hearkened not unto Me,
nor inclined their ear, but made their
neck stiff; they did worse than their
fathers.

Chapter 26 in Yirmiyahu sets the date of the above prophecy
07771‘17 NY9YNN JOUNID N 1 In the beginning of the reign of
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Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of
Judah, came this word from the LORD,

ARG M MY NI 2T saying:
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2 'Thus saith the LORD: Stand in the
court of the LORD'S house, and speak
unto all the cities of Judah, which come
to worship in the LORD'S house, all the
words that I command thee to speak unto
them; diminish not a word.

3 It may be they will hearken, and turn
every man from his evil way; that [ may
repent Me of the evil, which I purpose to
do unto them because of the evil of their
doings.

4 And thou shalt say unto them: Thus
saith the LORD: If ye will not hearken to
Me, to walk in My law, which I have set
before you,

5 to hearken to the words of My servants
the prophets, whom I send unto you,
even sending them betimes and often, but
ye have not hearkened;

6 then will I make this house like Shiloh,
and will make this city a curse to all the
nations of the earth.’ {P}

7 So the priests and the prophets and all
the people heard Jeremiah speaking these
words in the house of the LORD.

8 Now it came to pass, when Jeremiah
had made an end of speaking all that the
LORD had commanded him to speak
unto all the people, that the priests and
the prophets and all the people laid hold
on him, saying: 'Thou shalt surely die.

9 Why hast thou prophesied in the name
of the LORD, saying: This house shall
be like Shiloh, and this city shall be
desolate, without an inhabitant?” And all
the people were gathered against
Jeremiah in the house of the LORD.
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10 When the princes of Judah heard these
things, they came up from the king’s
house unto the house of the LORD; and

they sat in the entry of the new gate of
the LORD’S house. {S}

11 Then spoke the priests and the
prophets unto the princes and to all the
people, saying: 'This man is worthy of
death; for he hath prophesied against this
city, as ye have heard with your ears.’

12 Then spoke Jeremiah unto all the
princes and to all the people, saying:
'The LORD sent me to prophesy against
this house and against this city all the
words that ye have heard.

13 Therefore now amend your ways and
your doings, and hearken to the voice of
the LORD your God; and the LORD will
repent Him of the evil that He hath
pronounced against you.

14 But as for me, behold, I am in your
hand; do with me as is good and right in
your eyes.

15 Only know ye for certain that, if ye
put me to death, ye will bring innocent
blood upon yourselves, and upon this
city, and upon the inhabitants thereof;
for of a truth the LORD hath sent me
unto you to speak all these words in your
ears.’ {S}

16 Then said the princes and all the
people unto the priests and to the
prophets: 'This man is not worthy of
death; for he hath spoken to us in the
name of the LORD our God.’

17 Then rose up certain of the elders of
the land, and spoke to all the assembly of
the people, saying:
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18 '‘Micah the Morashtite prophesied in
the days of Hezekiah king of Judah; and
he spoke to all the people of Judah,
saying: Thus saith the LORD of hosts:
Zion shall be plowed as a field, and
Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the
mountain of the house as the high places
of a forest.

19 Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all
Judah put him at all to death? did he not
fear the LORD, and entreat the favour of
the LORD, and the LORD repented Him
of the evil which He had pronounced
against them? Thus might we procure
great evil against our own souls.’

20 And there was also a man that
prophesied in the name of the LORD,
Uriah the son of Shemaiah of Kiriath-
jearim; and he prophesied against this
city and against this land according to all
the words of Jeremiah,;

21 and when Jehoiakim the king, with all
his mighty men, and all the princes,
heard his words, the king sought to put
him to death; but when Uriah heard it, he
was afraid, and fled, and went into

Egypt;

22 and Jehoiakim the king sent men into
Egypt, Elnathan the son of Achbor, and
certain men with him, into Egypt;

23 and they fetched forth Uriah out of
Egypt, and brought him unto Jehoiakim
the king; who slew him with the sword,
and cast his dead body into the graves of
the children of the people.

24 Nevertheless the hand of Ahikam the
son of Shaphan was with Jeremiah, that
they should not give him into the hand of
the people to put him to death. {P}



