Yehoshua Camped at the Border

Torah in Motion Parshat Mishpatim 5786
Devora Chait-Roth

Mentions of Yehoshua in Chumash (through his appointment as the next leader)
1. Yehoshua leads the battle with Amalek.

2. Yehoshua accompanies Moshe to the foot of Har Sinai.

3. Yehoshua does not understand what he hears as he accompanies Moshe down
Har Sinai (it's the people worshipping the egel).

4. Moshe moves his tent outside of the camp to converse with God after the egel,
and Yehoshua does not leave the tent.

5. The people complain they want meat. Moshe tells God he cannot bear the
burden of leadership alone, so God causes 70 elders to prophesize by the ohel
moed. Eldad and Meidad are not by the ohel moed, but they receive prophecy
inside the camp. Someone tells Moshe, and this news makes Yehoshua very
angry.

6. Yehoshua is one of the “good” meraglim.

7. Yehoshua is chosen as the successor to Moshe.
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17. Jacob Milgrom Leviticus 1:4

The key to understanding this rite is that only one hand is employed. So |bn Ezra,
who reasons as follows: that two hands are explicitly stipulated for the scapegoat
(16:21) clearly implies that the latter differs from all other hand-leanings on animals,
which, therefore, must involve only one hand (see also Tg. Ps.-J., Seper Hamibhar, and
Keter Torah). This insight automatically eliminates the transference theory, which
invariably requires two hands (Milgrom 1976g: 765b; Péter 1977; cf. Sansom
1982-83). ...

By the process of elimination, ownership is the only theory remaining. ... Indeed, the
Tannaites explicitly deny hand-leaning by proxy, and they insist that it be performed by
the offerer (Sipra, Nedaba 4:2; m. Menah. 9:8-9; t. Menah. 10:9-10; 153b. Menah.
92b). Moreover, if the animal belongs to more than one person, all perform the rite
together or, if there are too many, they perform it separately (Lev 4:15; 8:14; Num 8:12;
2 Chr 29:23; t. Menah. 10:14-15). ...

18. Jacob Milgrom Leviticus 16:21
The fact that the text stresses that the hand-leaning rite is executed with both hands is

the key to understanding the function of the Azazel goat. It is not a sacrifice, else the
hand-leaning would have been performed with one hand (see the Note on 1:4). The
two-handed ceremonial instead serves a transference function: to convey, by
confession, the sins of Israel onto the head of the goat (see the Note on “iniquities”
below and Comment E).
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20. Rav Hirsch Devarim 25:17




