Daniel: The Legacy of our Babylonian Experience, Rabbi Moshe Shulman
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And in the days of Artaxerxes - He is Cyrus, the king of Persia

and the entire klngdom was called Artaxerxes, etc.” [meanmg that
all the kings were called Artaxerxes].

9179 NIty )7aY9 .10

) DV PN ND D YTV MINT — N XNYYNNIN D)
ST NN NINAY D DIY DMIDN NYIIN DN
NI UMNMYNN YD ININ NN DY (N0 HNOYT)
NNWYNNIN

Torah in Motion, 5783, Page 203
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Our Sages of blessed memory said that they were Haggai,
Zechariah, and Malachi.
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Who were these men? Rabbi Yirmeya said, and some say Rabbi
Hiyya bar Abba: These are Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi.
They were greater than him [Daniel] and he [Daniel] was greater
than them. They were greater than him, as they were prophets and
he was not a prophet. He was greater than them, as he saw this
vision, and they did not see this vision.
Since they did not see the vision, what is the reason that they were
frightened? The Gemara answers: Even though they did not see the
vision, their guardian angels saw it...
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As the sun was about to set, a deep sleep fell upon Avram and
behold, terror and great darkness were falling upon him.
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It says in the Zohar that the original pious ones would be awake all
the night working in Torah. And already most of those who learn
do this. It's possible to give a reason for this according to its simple
understanding, that Israel slept all the night, and the Holy One
Blessed be He had to wake them, as the midrash says. Therefore,
we need to fix this.
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Our Sages of blessed memory in Seder Olam (ch. 28) said: "This
refers to Cyrus, Ahasuerus, and Darius who rebuilt the Temple.

Now what is the meaning of fourth'? The fourth, counting from
Media."
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He is Cyrus; he is Darius; and he is also Artaxerxes. He was called
Cyrus [Koresh] because he was a virtuous [kasher] king; he was
called Artaxerxes after his kingdom, i.e., this was his royal title;
and what was his real name? Darius was his name....
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the Sages taught: Three men ruled over the entire world, and they

were Ahab, and Ahasuerus, and Nebuchadnezzar. ... But there is
Darius? ... there is Cyrus?...
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In the book of Joseph Ben Gorion, however, it is written that Cyrus
had a son who succeeded him before the reign of Ahasuerus,
named Cambyses.
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(14) The elders of the Jews built and prospered, through the

prophesying of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo.

They built and finished it, according to the commandment of the

God of Israel, and according to the decree of Cyrus, and Darius,
and Artaxerxes king of Persia.
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Ahasuerus? He erected couches of gold and silver in the streets of
the city, to show all the peoples how rich he was...
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15. Another interpretation: TAKE ME A HEIFER
THREEF OLD: this alludes to Babylonia, which produced
three kings, Nebuchadnezzar, Evil-Merodach, and
Balshazzar; AND A SHE-GOAT THREEFOLD: this alludes
to Media, which produced three kings: Cyrus, Darius,
and Ahasuerus?; AND A RAM THREEFOLD: this alludes
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23. Histories VII:8 (Herodotus)

"After the subjugation of Egypt, Xerxes was about to take
in hand the expedition against Athens, and so he summoned
a special council, composed of the greatest nobles in Persia,
to learn their opinions and himself to declare his pleasure
among them...

"Men of Persia... I will bridge the Hellespont, and drive my
army through Europe to Greece, that I may punish the
Athenians for what they have done to the Persians and to my
father... I... will never stop till I have destroyed and burned
Athens... If we subdue them and their neighbors... we shall
show to all a Persian empire that has the same limit as
the sky of Zeus. For the sun will look down upon no
country that borders with ours, for I shall make them all
one country..."

24. VI1:184 (Army of Barbarians = Persians)

"This would be the sea force as it came out of Asia, to the
number of 517,610 men. The infantry came to 700,100, and
the horsemen to 80,000. I will add to these the Arabian
camel-drivers and the Libyan charioteers, making 20,000
men. So you see, if both navy and army are added together,
the total comes to 2,317,610... I must still add to all that I
have listed in the numbers those armed forces Xerxes
brought from Europe... I think that there were from these
nations 300,000... so the full list of the fighting men comes
to 2,641,610. This is simply the fighting force. But the
service trian that went with them, and the crews of the small
corn-carrying boats and the carriers that were also larger
transports that came with the army - the men in these must,
I think, be at least as many as the fighting men, if not more.
But I am willing to take these as just as many, neither more
nor fewer... Thus 5,283,220 was the number of men whom
Xerxes son of Darius led as far as Thermopylae...
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Rabbi Tachanah said: Come and see how wealthy Ahasuerus was,
for he was wealthier than all the kings of Media and Persia, and
concerning him the Scripture saith, "And the fourth shall be far
richer than they all" (Dan. 11:2). What was the wealth of
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