Daniel: The Legacy of our Babylonian Experience, Rabbi Moshe Shulman

Torah in Motion, 5783, Page 193

HNINT DIN 1/ DY

Isaiah 44:28, 45:1-6

(28) That saith of Cyrus: 'He is My shepherd, And shall perform all
My pleasure'; Even saying of Jerusalem: 'She shall be built'; And to
the temple: "My foundation shall be laid.'

(1) Thus saith the Lord to His anointed, To Cyrus, whose right hand
I have holden, To subdue nations before him, And to loose the loins
of kings; To open the doors before him, And that the gates may not
be shut: (2) I will go before thee, And make the crooked places
straight; I will break in pieces the doors of brass, And cut in sunder
the bars of iron; (3) And I will give thee the treasures of darkness,
And hidden riches of secret places, That thou mayest know that I
am the Lord, Who call thee by thy name, even the God of Israel. (4)
For the sake of Jacob My servant, And Israel Mine elect, I have
called thee by thy name, I have surnamed thee, though thou hast not
known Me. (5) I am the Lord, and there is none else, Beside Me
there is no God; I have girded thee, though thou hast not known Me;
(6) That they may know from the rising of the sun, and from the
west, That there is none beside Me; I am the Lord; and there is none
else; (7) I form the light, and create darkness; I make peace, and
create evil; I am the Lord, that doeth all these things.

Ezra 1:14

(1) Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of
the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might be accomplished, the Lord
stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a
proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in writing,
saying: (2) 'Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia: All the kingdoms of
the earth hath the Lord, the God of heaven, given me; and He hath
charged me to build Him a house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah.
(3) Whosoever there is among you of all His people — his God be
with him — let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and build
the house of the Lord, the God of Israel, He is the God who is in
Jerusalem. (4) And whosoever is left, in any place where he
sojourneth, let the men of his place help him with silver, and with
gold, and with goods, and with beasts, beside the freewill-offering
for the house of God which is in Jerusalem.'
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3. Wikipedia: The Cvyrus Cylinder - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyrus Cylinder

The text on the Cylinder praises Cyrus, sets out his genealogy and portrays
him as a king from a line of kings. The Babylonian king Nabonidus, who
was defeated and deposed by Cyrus, is denounced as an impious oppressor
of the people of Babylonia and his low-born origins are implicitly contrasted
to Cyrus' kingly heritage. The victorious Cyrus is portrayed as having been
chosen by the chief Babylonian god Marduk to restore peace and order to
the Babylonians. The text states that Cyrus was welcomed by the people of
Babylon as their new ruler and entered the city in peace. It appeals to
Marduk to protect and help Cyrus and his son Cambyses. It extols Cyrus as
a benefactor of the citizens of Babylonia who improved their lives,
repatriated displaced people and restored temples and cult sanctuaries across Mesopotamia and elsewhere
in the region. It concludes with a description of how Cyrus repaired the city wall of Babylon and found a similar
inscription placed there by an earlier king.
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Ezra 4

(1) Now when the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard that the
children of the captivity were building a temple unto the Lord, the
God of Israel; (2) then they drew near to Zerubbabel, and to the
heads of fathers'houses, and said unto them: 'Let us build with you;
for we seek your God, as ye do; and we do sacrifice unto Him since
the days of Esarhaddon king of Assyria, who brought us up hither.'
(3) But Zerubbabel, and Jeshua, and the rest of the heads of
fathers'houses of Israel, said unto them: 'Ye have nothing to do with
us to build a house unto our God; but we ourselves together will
build unto the Lord, the God of Israel, as king Cyrus the king of
Persia hath commanded us.' (4) Then the people of the land
weakened the hands of the people of Judah, and harried them while
they were building, (5) and hired counsellors against them, to
frustrate their purpose, all the days of Cyrus king of Persia,
even until the reign of Darius king of Persia.

(6) And in the reign of Ahasuerus, in the beginning of his reign,
wrote they an accusation against the inhabitants of Judah and
Jerusalem.

(7) And in the days of Artaxerxes wrote Bishlam, Mithredath,
Tabeel, and the rest of his companions, unto Artaxerxes king of
Persia; and the writing of the letter was written in the Aramaic
character, and set forth in the Aramaic tongue.

(24) Then ceased the work of the house of God which is at
Jerusalem; and it ceased unto the second year of the reign of Darius
king of Persia.
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After Daniel saw that Cyrus gave permission to build the Temple,
and through the accusation letter written by the enemies of Judah

he had retracted and abolished the Temple construction, Daniel
mourned this. And these words came to calm his soul...
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Rabbi Abbahu said: Cyrus was a virtuous king, therefore they

counted his reign like those of the kings of Israel [, i.e., from

Nisan]... Rabbi Yitzhak said: This is not difficult, Here it speaks

of him before he became corrupt, whereas there, it speaks of him
after he became corrupt.
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all the days of the reign of Cyrus and the reign of Ahasuerus, who
reigned after Cyrus, until the second year of Darius, who reigned
after Ahasuerus, the work was stopped.
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City walls were breached. Was this on the seventeenth? But isn’t

it written: “In the fourth month, on the ninth of the month, the

famine was severe in the city” (Jeremiah 52:6), and it is written

immediately afterward: “Then a breach was made in the city”
(Jeremiah 52:7),

Rava said: This is not difficult, as the verse refers to the First
Temple and the Mishna to the Second Temple.
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Rebbi Tanhum bar Hanilai said, here is an erroneous computation.
Whether one follows him who said on the ninth of the month, or
the one who said on the seventeenth, [in what do they differ?] there
are twenty-one days from the day the city was breached to the day
the Temple was destroyed.

Rebbi Abuna said, an indication, / am seeing an almond stick.
Since this almond tree from sprouting its flower to finishing its
fruit needs twenty-one days, so from the day the city was breached
to the day the Temple was destroyed twenty-one days. He who
says on the Ninth of the month, the Temple was destroyed on the
first of Av. He who says on the Seventeenth, the Temple was
destroyed on the Ninth of Av.
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Judah has gone into exile because of misery and harsh oppression;

When she settled among the nations she found no rest; All her
pursuers overtook her In the narrow places.
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1. When one enters (the month of ) Av, we reduce in Joy
2. From Rosh Chodesh until the Fast we minimize business
transactions and building of joy... We do not wed ... and we not
make engagement meals... Note (Rema): Our custom is to be strict
that we do not wed from the 17" of Tammuz and on until after

Tisha B'av [Minhagim].

4. After the fast, it is permitted to get a haircut, to launder
immediately... There are those that say that the custom to forbid
the whole week except for Thursday and Friday. Note (Rema): We
are accustomed to be strict from the beginning of Rosh Chodesh in

the matter of laundering but haircuts we are accustomed to be
strict from the 17" of Tammuz [Minhagim]
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By the ninth day of the fourth month, the famine had become acute
in the city; there was no food left for the common people.



