Who has the Final Say on Biblical or Rabbinic Law?
The Limitations of Chochma and Minyan.
Jonathan Ziring:jziring@migdalhatorah.org
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Mishnah Eduyot 1:5-6

(5) And why do they record the opinion of a single person among the many, when the halakhah must be
according to the opinion of the many? So that if a court prefers the opinion of the single person it may
depend on him. For no court may set aside the decision of another court unless it is greater than it in
wisdom and in number. If it was greater than it in wisdom but not in number, in number but not in
wisdom, it may not set aside its decision, unless it is greater than it in wisdom and in number.

(6) Rabbi Judah said: “If so, why do they record the opinion of a single person among the many to set it
aside? So that if a man shall say, ‘Thus have I received the tradition’, it may be said to him, ‘According
to the [refuted] opinion of that individual did you hear it.””
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Beitzah 5a:6-7

And Rav Yosef said: Even from the time of the ordinance of Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai onward,
an egg remains prohibited. The Gemara explains: What is the reason for the opinion of Rav Yosef? It
is that the decree prohibiting an egg laid on the first day of Rosh HaShana on the second day of Rosh
HaShana is a matter that was established by a vote of the Sanhedrin, after that occasion on which the
witnesses failed to arrive on time, and any matter that was established by a vote requires another
vote to permit it. A new vote must be taken to render the prohibited item permitted, as the prohibition
does not lapse even if the reason for the decree no longer applies. Rav Yosef said: From where do |
say my opinion? As it is written, after the Jews received the Torah: “Go, say to them: Return to your
tents” (Deuteronomy 5:26), where “your tents” is referring to your wives. And it says, before the
revelation at Sinai: “When the ram’s horn sounds long, they may come up to the mount” (Exodus
19:13). And it is stated: “Be ready for the third day, do not come near a woman” (Exodus 19:15). In
other words, although the original prohibition served a particular purpose, in this case the giving of the
Torah, it was nevertheless necessary to explicitly render the prohibition permitted.
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Mishneh Torah, Rebels 2:1-3

When, using one of the principles of exegesis, the Supreme Sanhedrin derived a law through their
perception of the matter and adjudicated a case accordingly, and afterwards, another court arose and
they perceived another rationale on which basis, they would revoke the previous ruling, they may revoke
it and rule according to their perception. This is reflected by Deuteronomy 17:9: "To the judge who will
be in that age.” This indicates that a person is obligated to follow only the court in his own generation.
The following rules apply when a court issued a decree, instituted an edict, or established a custom and
this practice spread throughout the Jewish people and another court arose and sought to nullify the
original order and eliminate the original edict, decree, or custom. The later court does not have this
authority unless it surpasses the original court in wisdom and in its number of adherents. (Translation
from Chabad online translation)

'Ra/R:A DN M2, AN mawn DY mwn qoa .5
"3 7IAKRT RIR DY RN™T27 R PR2INDN KNARY 1WA KN1T 222 KT ORINK PRINK 3090 8D ORAK 19 OX KN OX)


https://www.sefaria.org/Mishneh_Torah,_Rebels.2.1-3
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishneh_Torah,_Rebels.2.1-3
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishneh_Torah,_Rebels.2.1-3
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishneh_Torah,_Rebels.2.1-3
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishneh_Torah,_Rebels.2.1-3
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishneh_Torah,_Rebels.2.1-3
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishneh_Torah,_Rebels.2.1-3
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishneh_Torah,_Rebels.2.1-3
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishneh_Torah,_Rebels.2.1-3
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishneh_Torah,_Rebels.2.1-3
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishneh_Torah,_Rebels.2.1-3
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishneh_Torah,_Rebels.2.1-3
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishneh_Torah,_Rebels.2.1-3
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishneh_Torah,_Rebels.2.1-3
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishneh_Torah,_Rebels.2.1-3
http://www.chabad.org/9981#v9
https://www.sefaria.org/Kessef_Mishneh_on_Mishneh_Torah,_Rebels.2.1.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Kessef_Mishneh_on_Mishneh_Torah,_Rebels.2.1.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Kessef_Mishneh_on_Mishneh_Torah,_Rebels.2.1.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Kessef_Mishneh_on_Mishneh_Torah,_Rebels.2.1.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Kessef_Mishneh_on_Mishneh_Torah,_Rebels.2.1.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Kessef_Mishneh_on_Mishneh_Torah,_Rebels.2.1.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Kessef_Mishneh_on_Mishneh_Torah,_Rebels.2.1.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Kessef_Mishneh_on_Mishneh_Torah,_Rebels.2.1.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Kessef_Mishneh_on_Mishneh_Torah,_Rebels.2.1.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Kessef_Mishneh_on_Mishneh_Torah,_Rebels.2.1.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Kessef_Mishneh_on_Mishneh_Torah,_Rebels.2.1.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Kessef_Mishneh_on_Mishneh_Torah,_Rebels.2.1.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Kessef_Mishneh_on_Mishneh_Torah,_Rebels.2.1.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Kessef_Mishneh_on_Mishneh_Torah,_Rebels.2.1.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Kessef_Mishneh_on_Mishneh_Torah,_Rebels.2.1.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Kessef_Mishneh_on_Mishneh_Torah,_Rebels.2.1.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Kessef_Mishneh_on_Mishneh_Torah,_Rebels.2.1.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Kessef_Mishneh_on_Mishneh_Torah,_Rebels.2.1.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Kessef_Mishneh_on_Mishneh_Torah,_Rebels.2.1.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Kessef_Mishneh_on_Mishneh_Torah,_Rebels.2.1.1

NRPNM QPAY 17 WORY .O°RINT 2127 ¥ 177 2nR 13301 MIWAT 1027 2727 2991 707 ROWP 10 MR RY ORI RIN O
DWW MWA 0% RY TANMIW 21PAY 'MAT DR 03 WY 191 2RI DY PR XY 2P INRT MINTY 12201 MR TIwni
S1OY P19 O

"PDIMIP 011 - A1MK TNT .6




73R R P2 NINTY NooR 7w naRba L7
WY MY 79977 X120 AR AR17 WOR T 727 AR XY 71277 2190 1PHY TIn0w RPIT 0190 01 7 PRY
7RI 17 2173 R 2"RK 1D MWY? 9120 72 W PRY DO1INTRT 17217117 2127 2102 1P WY PTA DYwA XYW 190K
X7 D029 2R 137w RP7T RI7 TIN0? 2190 027 127 72 PRY RIN 010 3"wm 7292 MWD 10 wOw K17 TIR07 KOR 17102
23101 P DR NXP MR DY TA0Y POAT DY TIYH 9197 1K) W91 RITW 21D 1120 a0k P01 11 huak 9120 7" PRY
XIN °INT 11°°7) PRTI NYWA RP1T ROR 71°72 POR NI DIDNTT 71920 ANIK DY 7AW IR MY P70 T 1A
XX 1210277 29272 7097 A7 1O DY 0w 7120w T2 m2 221wk ORI 191 02217177 51270 17090 09w RN1NaT
SINAT KIND 20T 2P 1T RN WY TIWnT WO RDWT PRTT YW XYW IRD AYWI TN 01T PATT VWA 1R
T 2R YWY 122007 W19V 230997 1127 VAW 07°2 7% K27 DWW 02027 119N177 13°I0T K17 99 ORAW 023 RPITT
T7V "7 09027 11ONIT 7O 223 129K AW 7971 209D 370 "1 7027 11010 KD YW 3191 719 PRT 0020 5V 2907
DOWD DWW 1ART 2T 2217 '52 511 R0 ORI 77 JIOWKY 7107 1275 01907 72 2w 17 PR PrTH NYWA 175K 120
D207 7PAYYY 2R PRI PRI PO IYY PR 1320 707 20K 0°127 177297 PRI 1w 01370 SWIRA PRI K02
D P NV RDODD PATA NYY P2 21PN PR TIRT PRTA DYWT XYD 2Wn 0OWD 22w MR 17 h KD 7" 0wt
190K 9222 MW SWRI LAY D77 INIR 7 71 XN°°122 917 02127 7 RPK T 2727 17017 RPT RO NYY
TR INRW TN " IR 2 7w 1727 9192 AW RPN 12 77N 02T D927 2192 17 70X PRY P20 00
TN T RO DRI ROWD YW VIR 1 ORW AW QW MW OWRI 17 A1 027 2921 222U DY 70170 TN
O IRIY QWn TR TAPN K2 797 19017 K ORW 7IWN2 7007 2127 2027 197817 7"'Wn1 1102 RNPRTD K17 20 D222
3727 21037 127X 7991 22°WR 72172 HW 72 777 IR D2 AN 272 92RO WO T MWD NYTY YW SR IR
5"1972 1727 170201 NYAY 19D WOR 212701 770N IR ANRY K120 NN 17 vawl 123 17 A0 7o

) TYRDWKR TN RI MR .8
L2157 27272 ROX 719977 1RY DRI PR 12 1O 9027 P01 91,070 KD DPTVT Wi IR WY 977 DInN
NN AN D173 PIW TV 17720 PT N2 7727 D025 9120 17 D02 PRY 1YY T0M 1721157 2027 DR 7T NP2 AR OXY
2173 993 712 002917 1Y MWW 02277 PRI QWA AT 1T 1D ,IRD WP L2107 PT D02 PRY D MR ,PInd)
LW 7NN 23071 QORXPT 09107 S0 MR NPT NVAD0 P WO D173 PI9nW 0D DY ARW ,MMNTY AR °0702
XPX 1927 P 0°2 9927 DR H02Y 9120 17 092 PR VAR T Y MO0 NMIpNW ,0°mn *an 2752 072177 97272 IR0
IRD 92X, TR%2w 0O RPX T2 TR IMRI AT KV RI201 MWITI 2°7INPR DRIV 097277 ,7°302) 1789072 3R 2173 10 OX
TR Y2377 IWRD K 9D K1 K, 21737 177 N2 0907 77 NN IDIN MM MAWORT YW PIN Y ,7awnn 1 v
IMINRG NT IR MR PT N2 9T IR PAW LT OV AR°O0 K7 NYTW R¥AI T T 0219 93 K, 1IYTMY 2177 99 9V 1277
7AW 2177 DYDY VDWW ROR T2 PR AR T DY 79D 701N AR T IR DWW NYTI 30070 10 03
DI73 MPRW 5D HY AR ,IINDT NTAY PT N°27 9 NRd0T DR M DY ,2177 DY DR Y2 77120 IR, 0700
N2 7277w 59 BV AR IR ,0710 YT D ¥ 91737 17 N°22 DRI IRIII? 7290577 7007 OX 22K LPIn2) 72002 IR
27 H02% 9120 1T D02 PRY PTT RV 90 120w L3P0 DWW 329050 SN0 1R T 1997 VARl ,MwaTY ek B 7172
L2105 P2 TR 0027 D012 1A ,I0IWD TIWnn NN RT DR LPPIA) 71R0M2 1381 D173 30 O KOX 17920 P 2
DT MWATT Q°TIN?0) QORXA 0°727 2IW 770 217 2172 33 371 ORTI2 AT PN 27270 ROX 7997 PRY 2RI
1°1%27 71972 7173 7970 R2W D O¥ AR L7902 NYIOR 0 INVTWD POV 710 T 0127 DR 1T 192 AR ORY ,N11205
NYT R 92K IR 279V PRM1 2019 92 DY T, MIVT 217 70 DY T 090 Ay ar P DeaR DI an L IWRIT T D0an
51,770 HW AWATI 0007 2079 AR RPW 2°A0 NPTA Do AYIA KRPY,AIPN 1T 00V ¥apI TR LT 0902 Anva0 071
J°227 1912 IR 2173 10 OR RPK 1720 1°7 102 5127 D020 100 17 02 PRY Y9I AT Yy



