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1.​ Vayikra 14:34 

י אוּ֙ כִּ֤ ֹ֙ רֶץ תָב עַן אֶל־אֶ֣ ר כְּנַ֔ ן אֲנִי֛ אֲשֶׁ֥ ם נתֵֹ֥ עַת נֶ֣גַע וְנתַָתִּי֙ לַאֲחֻזָּ֑ה לָכֶ֖ ית צָרַ֔ רֶץ בְּבֵ֖  אֲחֻזּתְַכֶםֽ׃ אֶ֥
When you enter the land of Canaan that I give you as a possession, and I put 
the plague of żara῾at in a house of the land of your possession.  
 

2.​ Vayikra Rabbah: 17:6 
?עֲלֵיהֶם? בָּאִים שֶׁנּגְעִָים לָהֶם הִיא בְּשׂוֹרָה וְכִי

“And is it [really] good news for them that afflictions (nega’im) come upon 
them?”  
 

3.​ Yefeh To'ar 
יש"כמו"ש תהיה כי כתיב ולא צרעת נגע ונתתי שאמר במה היא בשורה וכי

And is it [really] good news : In that it says, ‘And I will place a plague of 
 and it does not say ‘when there will be,’ as it does regarding the—’צרעת
afflictions of a person. (Author: Shmuel Yaffe Ashkenazi. Constantinople, 
c.1560 – c.1580 CE. One of the most influential commentaries on Midrash 
Rabbah, the author seeks to explain the simple meaning of the text as well as 
its religious significance.) 
 

4.​ Vayikra Rabbah 17:1 

“When you will come to the land of 
Canaan, which I am giving to you as 
a possession, and I will place a 
mark of leprosy on a house in the 
land of your possession” (Leviticus 
14:34). 
“When you will come to the land of 
Canaan…and I will place a mark of 
leprosy on a house in the land of 
your possession.” That is what is 
written: “Indeed, God is good to 
Israel, to those pure of heart” 
(Psalms 73:1). One might [think God 
is good] to all; the verse states: “For 

אֶרֶץ בְּבֵית צָרַעַת נגֶעַ וְנתַָתִּי כְּנעַַן אֶרֶץ אֶל תָבאֹוּ כִּי  
ד רא )ויקרא אֲחֻזּתְַכֶם  ,הֲד(יד ,ל אּ הו 

(,עג, ְ ט�:(    ב  ל   ם  י
,לַכּלֹ,  ת�    ֵלּו ִֶּלִּבָ ,א רָ 

אתה) ,בַּמִּצְוֹת, :   ם  ועֹז � דָםי
ו(: מ�י)תהלים לוֹמַר תַּלְמוּד לַכּלֹ ד , פ ִּלוֹת
) ,בְּלִבְּהוֹן, כְּבִישִׁין דְּאוֹרַיתְָא דִּשְׁבִילִין אֵלּוּ

(,קכה,  ה 'לַטּוֹבִ ה :(  ל� תַּלְמלֹ ֹֹל , לו
 ם )תהלים  קכה ,ד יִם � ֹתָםָׁר קָרוֹ  וּ
,קרְֹאָיו,  לְַמוּ ַ,ּ ת מֹ ים  ) תהלילו  

בֶּאֱמֶת יקְִרָאֻהוּ אֲשֶׁר לְכלֹ  
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those pure of heart,” those whose 
hearts are pure in the performance 
of mitzvot. “Happy is the person 
whose strength is in You” (Psalms 
84:7). One might [think this applies] 
to all; the verse states: “Paths in 
their heart” (Psalms 84:7) – it is for 
those for whom the paths of Torah 
are paved in their heart. “Be good, 
Lord, to those who are good” 
(Psalms 125:4). One might [think it 
applies] to all; the verse states: “To 
the upright of heart” (Psalms 
125:4)...“The Lord is close to all who 
call Him” (Psalms 145:18). One might 
[think it applies] to all; the verse 
states: “To all who call Him in truth” . 

 
5.​ Vayikra Rabbah 17:6 

And it is written: “I will place a mark 
of leprosy.” Rabbi Ḥiyya taught: Is 
this good tidings for them, that 
leprosy will befall them? Rabbi 
Shimon ben Yoḥai taught: When the 
Canaanites heard that Israel was 
coming upon them, they arose and 
concealed their money in the houses 
and in the fields. The Holy One 
blessed be He said: ‘I promised their 
ancestors that I will take their 
descendants into a land full of 
everything good,’ as it is stated: 
“Houses full of everything good” 
(Deuteronomy 6:11). What does the 
Holy One blessed be He do? He 
brings leprosy in one’s house, and 
[the owner] demolishes it and finds 

:וּכְתִיב:    ַּבִ,ּ תָנֵ ִיָּר ִח כְ ָו רֹ ְשׂו
.עֲלֵיהֶם. בָּאִים שֶׁנּגְעִָים לָהֶם הִיא  ת�     ש�  ב�

עֲלֵיהֶם בָּאִים שֶׁיּשְִׂרָאֵל כְּנעֲַניִם שֶׁשָּׁמְעוּ כֵּיוָן יוֹחָאי  
,וּבַשָּׂדוֹת, בַּבָּתִּים מָמוֹנםָ וְהִטְמִינוּ עָמְדוּ  א�  
אֶת מַכְניִס שֶׁאֲניִ לַאֲבוֹתֵיהֶם הִבְטַחְתִּי אֲניִ הוּא בָּרוּךְ  

,טוּב, כָּל מְלֵאָה לְאֶרֶץ בְּניֵהֶם   ד)  ש�
,טוּב, כָּל מְלֵאִים וּבָתִּים    ב� 
סִימָא בּוֹ וּמוֹצֵא סוֹתְרוֹ וְהוּא בְּבֵיתוֹ נגְעִָים מְגרֶָה . 
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the concealed cache. 
 

6.​ Sfat Emet 

Vayikra 14:34) The pasuk states that 
when Bnei Yisrael comes to the land 
of Canaan, there will be an affliction 
of tzara’as on the houses. The 
Midrash (Vayikra Rabbah 17:6) 
explains that this is actually good 
news because the Canaanites hid 
treasures in the walls, and through 
the tzara’as, the walls would be 
destroyed, revealing the treasures. 
This signifies that Bnei Yisrael will 
transform the land of Canaan into 
Eretz Yisrael, a land sanctified for 
Hashem. The affliction of tzara’as 
on houses shows that Bnei Yisrael 
can repair even places of impurity. 
(Sfat Emet) 

.אחוזתכם. ארץ בבית צרעת נגע ונתתי בפסוק
םאאהיל"חז"ל

לבכנעארהבטחכהו .העני'כו'. מטמוניות
ה 'ונתה ת הי"א"י להנחיל שזכו מה הוא

'לה'. מקודש ישראל ארץ להיות כנען ארץ מטומאת
"בנ"י שיכולין מה ביותר הוא עצמו זה וכענין
 .הטומאה. בהם שנמצא מקומות גם לתקן

 
7.​ Agra D’Kalah 

Author: Tzvi Elimelekh Shapira of Dinov. Composed:  c.1801 – c.1841 CE 
19th-century commentary on the Torah by Rabbi Tzvi Elimelech Spira of 
Dinov. 

“And afterward the kohen shall come 
to see [it], etc.” (Vayikra 14:36).​
 “And afterward” appears twice in 
the Masorah—this instance, and the 
other: “And afterward you may come 
to her” (Devarim 21:13). 

See in Likkutei Torah of the Arizal, of 

יק ') ויקתןאן"כ"ן ואחר
 ראיד.סרה.ן"כ" ר כ"ואח"ר
יה,(בכא ים )דברים אליה

וחובעינשישר ,כיתתןל"ז"ל
,בה,

.הטמון. הניצוץ
אודיו,'ע"נג"ע ונתתי טובה בשורה
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blessed memory, regarding the 
matter of the תואר יפה  (the beautiful 
captive woman): since she finds 
favor in his eyes and he desires her, 
certainly there is within her some 
holy spark, and it is necessary to 
extract the hidden spark. 

And this is the allusion of the 
Masorah: just as here it is a good 
tiding—“And I will place a plague,” 
etc.—in order that they will find the 
hidden treasure that the Emorites 
concealed (Vayikra Rabbah 17:6), so 
too there the Torah permitted the 

תואר יפה  in order to find the “hidden 
treasure.” 

'ור"ק"ק)ויק"ר האמוריים שהסתירו הנסתר
 המטמון למצוא בכדי תואר יפת שם התורה התירה

 
8.​ Brachot 60b 

Rav Huna said that Rav said that 
Rabbi Meir said; and so it was 
taught in a baraita in the name of 
Rabbi Akiva: One must always 
accustom oneself to say: Everything 
that God does, He does for the best. 

:עֲקִיבָא: דְּרַבִּי מִשְּׁמֵיהּ תָּנאָ וְכֵן   א�
:לוֹמַר:     ד�     
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