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1. Vayikra 14:34
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When you enter the land of Canaan that I give you as a possession, and I put
the plague of zaraat in a house of the land of your possession.

2. Vayikra Rabbah: 17:6
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“And is it [really] good news for them that afflictions (nega'im) come upon
them?”

3. Yefeh To'ar
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And is it [really] good news : In that it says, ‘And I will place a plague of
nyo¥'—and it does not say ‘when there will be, as it does regarding the
afflictions of a person. (Author: Shmuel Yaffe Ashkenazi. Constantinople,
¢.1560 - ¢.1580 CE. One of the most influential commentaries on Midrash
Rabbah, the author seeks to explain the simple meaning of the text as well as
its religious significance.)

4. Vayikra Rabbah 17:1

“When you will come to the land of

Canaan, which I am giving to you as

a possession, and I will place a
mark of leprosy on a house in the
land of your possession” (Leviticus
14:34).

“When you will come to the land of
Canaan...and [ will place a mark of
leprosy on a house in the land of
your possession.” That is what is
written: “Indeed, God is good to
Israel, to those pure of heart”
(Psalms 73:1). One might [think God
is good] to all; the verse states: “For
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those pure of heart,” those whose
hearts are pure in the performance
of mitzvot. “Happy is the person
whose strength is in You” (Psalms
84:7). One might [think this applies]
to all; the verse states: “Paths in
their heart” (Psalms 84:7) - it is for
those for whom the paths of Torah
are paved in their heart. “Be good,
Lord, to those who are good”
(Psalms 125:4). One might [think it
applies] to all; the verse states: “To
the upright of heart” (Psalms
125:4)..The Lord is close to all who
call Him” (Psalms 145:18). One might
[think it applies] to all; the verse
states: “To all who call Him in truth”.

5. Vayikra Rabbah 17:6

And it is written: “I will place a mark
of leprosy”” Rabbi Hiyya taught: Is
this good tidings for them, that
leprosy will befall them? Rabbi
Shimon ben Yohai taught: When the
Canaanites heard that Israel was
coming upon them, they arose and
concealed their money in the houses
and in the fields. The Holy One
blessed be He said: ‘I promised their
ancestors that I will take their
descendants into a land full of
everything good, as it is stated:
“Houses full of everything good”
(Deuteronomy 6:11). What does the
Holy One blessed be He do? He
brings leprosy in one’s house, and
[the owner] demolishes it and finds
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the concealed cache.

6. Sfat Emet

Vayikra 14:34) The pasuk states that
when Bnei Yisrael comes to the land
of Canaan, there will be an affliction
of tzara’as on the houses. The
Midrash (Vayikra Rabbah 17:6)
explains that this is actually good
news because the Canaanites hid
treasures in the walls, and through
the tzara’as, the walls would be
destroyed, revealing the treasures.
This signifies that Bnei Yisrael will
transform the land of Canaan into
Eretz Yisrael, a land sanctified for
Hashem. The affliction of tzara’as
on houses shows that Bnei Yisrael
can repair even places of impurity.
(Sfat Emet)
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7. Agra D’Kalah

Author: Tzvi Elimelekh Shapira of Dinov. Composed: ¢.1801 - ¢.1841 CE
19th-century commentary on the Torah by Rabbi Tzvi Elimelech Spira of

Dinov.

“And afterward the kohen shall come
to see [it], etc” (Vayikra 14:36).

“And afterward” appears twice in
the Masorah—this instance, and the
other: “And afterward you may come
to her” (Devarim 21:13).

See in Likkutei Torah of the Arizal, of
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blessed memory, regarding the 19970 ,("1 1" 2"P) 2R 17 NOAY NI
matter of the axn 79 (the beautiful TNYAT KIXA? 2732 ININ NDY QW AMNNA AN
captive woman): since she finds
favor in his eyes and he desires her,
certainly there is within her some
holy spark, and it is necessary to
extract the hidden spark.

And this is the allusion of the
Masorah: just as here it is a good
tiding—“And I will place a plague,’
etc.—in order that they will find the
hidden treasure that the Emorites
concealed (Vayikra Rabbah 17:6), so
too there the Torah permitted the
axn 79 in order to find the “hidden
treasure”

8. Brachot 60b

Rav Huna said that Rav said that 2737 07X R 07IV7 (ROPY 277 AW XD 1)
Rabbi Meir said; and so it was T2V 207 RIpgD T0AvT 937 i
taught in a baraita in the name of
Rabbi Akiva: One must always
accustom oneself to say: Everything
that God does, He does for the best.




