“The Mitzvah of Hakhel and the Opportunity for Teshuvah “

Rabbi Avi Billet

Different Kinds of Gatherings
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Dibbur (012'T) v. Amirah (k)
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D"ATN N7N introduces words of rebuke, and
Moshe’s intent is to let the people know of all
the times they had angered God, but he told
that information over in code so they would not
be embarrassed.

Had he only given rebuke to some of them,
others would say “O. So you were there. You
heard what the son of Amram said, and you
didn’t respond to him? Had we been there, we
would have put him in his place.” Therefore
Moshe gathered everyone saying “You're all
here. If you have a refutation to my words, now
is the time to respond.”

N {7109 X {719 02T NWI9 0T e

[XD NINIRNINDIN NAT AW 97 - DNATN N7X (R)
DNO J2'97 ,[N2 DIpPNAN 1197 10'VONW NN 73
XY Y [TIDD 191 TANA DYDTAIEDNATN DX

PIYAY 17X I'N,IN¥PN NDIN 7R - IR D 9N
X71 DONY [An D'yniy DNYD ONX ,0NNIN
D2'YUN "N 0O 11N 17'X ;7217510 12T DNA'YN

JININ

W'Y m 73 |XD Dd71D N 0N K1 D715 D01 DY
'Y NIWNn 1Y




Hak’hel — the Mitzvah for the Nation to Gather
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“Moshe wanted to encourage Teshuva, which is
largely accomplished through words — as

Hoshea says (14:3), “Take ‘Devarim’ (words)
with you and return to Hashem.”
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“Here too Moshe was telling them all regarding
Teshuva. And since there is no person who sees
any wrongdoing on his own part, and every
sinner and rebellious person never goes to the
X9Nn DdNn to ask for the antidote to his
ailment of the soul, even though that non will
listen to him and aim to guide him into the path
of Teshuva, this is why Moshe went from tent to
tent to every lIsraelite speaking words of the
heart, heart-to-heart, to anyone who would
listen to his call for Teshuva, the kind achieved
through words. Moshe told the people at the
end of Nitzavim 7'92 TXn 12TH 17X 2Np D —
that this matter, Teshuva, is close to you, and it
is even in your mouth, so it is easily available to
you should you choose to pursue it.”
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“The purpose of Hakhel was for Teshuva. The
rabbis taught us that the ‘first day of Yom Tov’
is the ‘first day’ for the reckoning of one’s sins.
This is why the people needed to do
preparation for Teshuva, and that preparation
was Hakhel, when the king would gather the
people and read to them from the book of
Devarim. The goal of Hakhel is to unite the
people in their return to Hashem, so there will
be many returnees. It is specifically during the
10 days of repentance that God accepts the
Teshuva of the individual, but at other times of
the year (such as Hakhel, which is out of the 10
days) God only accepts the Teshuva of the
people as a collective.”
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Does the timing of Hakhel make a difference in terms of Teshuvah?

Beginning of Shmitah year — lbn Ezra Devarim 15:1 and 31: 10

End of Shmitah year — Talmud Sotah 41a, Rambam Laws of Chagiga 3:3

(and everyone other than Ibn Ezra, though see Eliyahu Mizrachi on Bereshit 41:1)
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