Vayakhel
"The Mishkan and the Ark as a Paradigm of Tikun"
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Then the eyes of both of them were opened and they perceived that they were naked; and they
sewed together fig leaves and made themselves loincloths.
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naxn N7 FIG LEAVES — This was the tree of which they had eaten; by the very thing through which
their ruin had been caused was some improvement effected in their condition (Sanhedrin 70b). The
other trees however prevented them from taking of their leaves. And why is not the name of the tree
clearly mentioned? Because the Holy One, blessed be He, never wishes to grieve anything He has
created: hence its name is not mentioned in order that it might not be put to shame by people saying,
“This is the tree through which the world suffered” (Midrash R. Tanchuma 1:4:14).

The Mishkan as a tikun for the Golden Calf

Rashi - According to Rashi 31:18 the Torah is in the wrong order
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AND HE GAVE UNTO MOSES etc. — There is no “earlier” or “later” (no chronological order) in the
events related in the Torah: in fact the incident of the golden calf (related in ch. 31) happened a
considerable time before the command regarding the work of the Tabernacle was given (ch. 25 and
the following chapters). For on the seventeenth of Tammuz were the Tablets broken (when the people
were worshipping the calf) and on the Day of Atonement God became reconciled with Israel (after
Moses had prayed 80 days for forgivenness; so that it is very unlikely that the command for the
building of the Tabernacle should have been given before that day) and on the next day, the eleventh
of Tishri (cf. Rashi on Exodus 33:11, at end of comment on nannn 7x awi), they began to bring their
contributions for the Tabernacle which was set up on the first of Nisan. (From the seventeenth of
Tammuz until the eleventh of Tishri are almost three months — n'an om) (Midrash Tanchuma, Ki Tisa
31).

Rambam, Guide to the Perplexed 3:32
Many precepts in our Law are the result of a similar course adopted by the same Supreme Being._lt

is, namely, impossible to go suddenly from one extreme to the other: it is therefore according to the
nature of man impossible for him suddenly to discontinue everything to which he has been
accustomed. Now God sent Moses to make [the Israelites] a kingdom of priests and a holy nation
(Exod. 19:6) by means of the knowledge of God. Comp. "Unto thee it was showed that thou mightest
know that the Lord is God (Deut. 4:35); "Know therefore this day, and consider it in thine heart, that
the Lord is God" (ibid. 5:39). The Israelites were commanded to devote themselves to His service;




comp. "and to serve him with all your heart" (ibid. 11:13); "and you shall serve the Lord your God"
(Exod. 23:25); "and ye shall serve him" (Deut. 13:5). But the custom which was in those days general
among all men, and the general mode of worship in which the Israelites were brought up, consisted in
sacrificing animals in those temples which contained certain images, to bow down to those images,
and to burn incense before them; religious and ascetic persons were in those days the persons that

were devoted to the service in the temples erected to the stars, as has been explained by us. It was
in accordance with the wisdom and plan of God, as displayed in the whole Creation, that He did not
command us to give up and to discontinue all these manners of service; for to obey such a
commandment it would have been contrary to the nature of man, who generally cleaves to that to
which he is used: it would in those days have made the same impression as a prophet would make at
present if he called us to the service of God and told us in His name, that we should not pray to Him,
not fast, not seek His help in time of trouble; that we should serve Him in thought, and not by any
action. For this reason God allowed these kinds of service to continue; He transferred to His service
that which had formerly served as a worship of created beings, and of things imaginary and unreal,
and commanded us to serve Him in the same manner; viz., to build unto Him a temple.

Shabbat comes before and after the Mishkan sandwiching the Golden Calf episode
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Seforno: The seventh day shall be holy, and you shall not do even the work of the Tabernacle.
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Seforno: Anyone who does work shall die, even though its holy work.
e The seforno’s sense of surprise?
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e If the issue with building the Mishkan on shabbat is that Shabbat is more important and it
trumps the building of the mishkan, so if such work as this is permitted on the Shabbat, why
cant you do it for the mishkan. Why should the Miskan be more strict regarding shabbat than
one’s own life?



The Ark as Tikun
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They shall make an ark of acacia wood, two and a half cubits long, a cubit and a half wide, and a
cubit and a half high.
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Overlay it with pure gold—overlay it inside and out—and make upon it a gold molding round about.
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Another matter, “Betzalel crafted” — that is what is written: “I will bring a remedy for you” (Jeremiah
30:17). The attributes of the Holy One blessed be He are not like the attributes of flesh and blood.
The attribute of flesh and blood is to wound with a chisel and heal with a bandage. But the Holy One
blessed be He heals with that with which He wounds, as it is stated: “They arrived in Mara and were
unable to drink water from Mara” (Exodus 15:23). Why? “Because it was bitter [marim]” (Exodus
15:23). Rabbi Levi said: That generation was bitter in its actions. “He cried out to the Lord and the
Lord showed him a tree” (Exodus 15:25). What was it? Some say it was an olive tree, some say it
was a willow, some say it was oleander, and some say it was the roots of fig trees and the roots of
pomegranate trees. He took it and cast it into the water. Immediately, the water sweetened. That is,
“and from your wounds | will heal you” (Jeremiah 30:17).
Likewise you find with the water of Elisha, what is written? “The water is bad and the land causes
bereavement” (Il Kings 2:19). He said to them: “Bring me a new flask and place salt in it, and they
brought it to him” (Il Kings 2:20). What is written? “The water was cured to this day, in accordance
with the word of Elisha that he spoke” (Il Kings 2:22).
Likewise you find regarding Israel; he rebuked them with [the word] ‘therefore,” as it is stated:
“Therefore, prostitute, hear the word of the Lord” (Ezekiel 16:35), and with [the word] ‘therefore’ He is
destined to restore them. as it is stated: “Therefore, behold, | will seduce her” (Hosea 2:16), and one
seduces only a virgin. As it is stated: “If a man seduces a virgin” (Exodus 22:15). So, too, Israel
sinned in Shittim. As it is stated: “Israel were residing in Shittim [and the people began to engage in
licentiousness]” (Numbers 25:1), and they were healed with shittim, as it is stated: “Betzalel crafted
the Ark of acacia wood [atzei shittim].”
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The Tosher Rebbe-the Mishkan’s spiritual energy really comes from its opposite-Shabbat
Why would this be? Is shabbat a tikun for the Golden Calf also?
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