Daniel: The Legacy of our Babylonian Experience, Rabbi Moshe Shulman

And at the end of their kingdom,
when the transgressors have
been destroyed: When the end
arrives, and the wicked of Israel
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in the Second Temple will be
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finished. A brazen-faced king
will rise - this is Titus.
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Saadia (Ibn Ezra 8:25)

Saadi Gaon says that the 2300
are years, and begin with the
Exodus from Egypt. Why start
from there? And what is a year
of ‘evening more’ according to
him? This time has passed many
years ago...
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Biblical Chronology

(CE Cross Reference Key: 3760)

1948 (-1812 CE) Birth of Avraham
+100 2048 (-1712 CE) Birth of Yitzchak
+400 2448 (-1312 CE) Exodus (07w 7 89y 970)
+480 2928 (832 CE) 1* Temple (Kings 1:6)
+410 3338 (422 CE) 1* Temple Destroyed
+ 70 3408 (-352 CE) 2" Temple Begins
+420 3828 (+68 CE) 2™ Temple Destroyed

And from one of them: and from
one of these kingdoms.

emerged a... horn: The
kingdom of Titus emerged
from it.

And until the Prince of the host:
That is the Temple, which is the
House of the Holy One, blessed
be He, the Prince of the host. He
blasphemed the Holy One,
blessed be He.

and through him the daily
sacrifice was removed: And
through his troops and his
armies, which he sent to
Jerusalem, the daily sacrifice
was abolished, for he sent
there Nero Caesar, his
general, as our Rabbis relate in
Gittin (56a) and in Gorion.

And a time will be given for the
daily sacrifice: A set time will be
given for the daily sacrifice to be
discontinued because of
transgression.

and it will cast truth to the earth:
It humbled the Torah of truth.

in whose stead stood four: as is
written in the narration of the
dream above (verse 8), [there]
are four kingdoms which will
arise from that nation, for
Alexander of Macedon
divided his kingdom upon his
death [into parts for] four
youths, and Joseph called them
four heads of a leopard in his
book, and they were not the sons
of the king.

but not with its strength: The last
ones will not be as strong as the
first king, but they will be
weaker than him.
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... Let us return to the earlier matters, how the computation of “evening
and morning, two thousand and three hundred,” fits exactly with the
time commencing from the descent to Egypt to terminate at the end of
1,290 years until the day that the daily sacrifice was abolished: 210
years they were in Egypt. 480 years transpired from the Exodus until
the building of the Temple. 410 years the Temple existed. 70 years was
the Babylonian exile. 420 years the Second Temple stood. 1,290 should
be added until the end of days, totaling: 2,880. Subtract six years that
the daily sacrifice was removed before the destruction, for Scripture
counted 1,290 years only from the time that the daily sacrifice was
removed. Here you have the computation of “evening and morning, and
2,300 added to the computation. Fortunate is he who waits and reaches
the end of days 45 years over 1,290 [years]. We may say that the king
Messiah will come according to the first computation, and he will
subsequently be concealed from them for forty-five years....
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210+ 480+ 410+ 70 + 420 + 1290 - 6=2874
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I say, however, that the 29y and 72 stated here are a gematria, and there
is support for this matter from two reasons: 1) that this computation
should coincide with the other computation at the end of the Book, and
2) that Gabriel said to Daniel later on in this chapter (verse 26): “And
the vision of the evening and the morning is true...” This can be
interpreted [as follows]: namely, that 92 29y has the numerical value
of 574. Added together, this equals 574; plus 2,300, we have 2,874.
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...and the holy ones shall be exonerated: The iniquity of Israel shall be
expiated to bring an end to the decrees of their being trodden upon and
crumbled since they were exiled in their first exile to Egypt, until they
will be redeemed and saved with a perpetual salvation by our king
Messiah, and this computation terminates at the end of 1,290 years from
the day the daily sacrifice was removed, and that is what is stated at the
end of the Book (12:11): “And from the time the daily sacrifice is
removed, and the silent abomination placed, will be 1,290 years,” and

no more, for our king Messiah will come and remove the silent
abomination. The daily sacrifice was removed six years before the
destruction of the Second Temple, and an image was set up in the
Heichal. Now that was the seventeenth day of Tammuz, when
Apostomos burned the Torah, put an end to the daily sacrifice, and set
up an image in the Heichal, as we learned in Tractate Ta’anith (26b)
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https://www.worldhistory.org/Wars of the Diadochi/
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Alexander's Death

...Alexander returned to Babylon in 323 BCE with
plans for expanding his empire but he would never
realize them. He died at Babylon at the age of 32 on 10
or 11 June 323 BCE after suffering ten days of high
fever. Theories concerning his cause of death have
ranged from poisoning to malaria to meningitis to

bacterial infection from drinking contaminated water
(among others).

Plutarch says that, 14 days before his death, Alexander
entertained his fleet admiral Nearcus and his friend
Medius of Larissa with a long bout of drinking, after
which he fell into a fever from which he never
recovered. When he was asked who should succeed
him, Alexander said, “the strongest”, which answer led
to his empire being divided between four of his
generals: Cassander, Ptolemy, Antigonus, and
Seleucus (known as the Diadochi or 'successors').

The Diadochi

His longtime comrade, Cassander, would order the
execution of Alexander's wife Roxana, Alexander's son
by her, and Alexander's mother Olympias to
consolidate his power as the new King of Macedonia (a
title he would later lose to Antigonus I and his heirs).
Ptolemy I is said to have stolen Alexander's corpse as
it was en route to Macedon and spirited it away to
Egypt in hope of securing the prophecy that the land in
which it was laid to rest would be prosperous and
unconquerable. He would found the Ptolemaic
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Dynasty in Egypt which would last until 30 BCE,
ending with the death of his descendant Cleopatra VII
(1. 69-30 BCE).

Seleucus founded the Seleucid Empire (312-63 BCE),
comprising Mesopotamia, Anatolia, and parts of India,
and would be the last remaining of the Diadochi after
the incessant 40 years of war between them and their
heirs. He came to be known as Seleucus I Nicator (the
unconquered, r. 305-281 BCE).

None of Alexander's generals possessed his natural
intelligence, understanding, or military genius but,
even so, would found dynasties which, with exceptions,
ruled their respective regions until the coming of
Rome.

Their influence over the regions they controlled created
what historians refer to as the Hellenistic Period in
which Greek thought and culture became entwined
with that of the indigenous populace. According to
Diodorus Siculus, one of the stipulations of
Alexander's will was the creation of a unified empire
between former enemies. People of the Near East were
to be encouraged to marry with those of Europe and
those of Europe to do likewise; in so doing, a new
Hellenistic culture would be embraced by all. Although
the Diadochi failed in the peaceful fulfillment of his
wishes, through the Hellenization of their empires they
contributed to Alexander's dream of cultural unity;
even if such unity could never be fully realized.
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