Daniel: The Legacy of our Babylonian Experience, Rabbi Moshe Shulman
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Rashi Daniel 7

(4) It was like a lion, and it had the wings of an eagle; that is the
kingdom of Babylon, which was ruling at that time...

resembling a bear: This represents the kingdom of Persia, which
will reign after Babylon, who eats and drinks like a bear and is
enwrapped in flesh like a bear.

(6) four wings... four heads: They are the four rulers to whom
Alexander of Macedon allotted his kingdom at his death, as is
written in the book of Joseph ben Gurion (Book 3, ch. 14), for this
third beast is the kingdom of Antiochus, and it is called 1)
because it issued decrees upon Israel [which were] spotted (nim0)
and varied one from the other.

(7) and... ten horns: The angel explained to him that these are the
ten kings who would ascend [the throne] of Rome before

Vespasian, who would destroy the Temple.
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that Kohath lived after Amram was born, and those that Amram
lived after the birth of Moses.
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In the four hundred and eightieth year after the Israclites left the
land of Egypt, in the month of Ziv—that is, the second month—in
the fourth year of his reign over Israel, Solomon began to build the
House of the LORD.
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But in Jerusalem they spent 410 years at the first Temple and 420

at the last Temple, to confirm what has been said, the glory of this
last Temple will be greater than that of the first.

CE Cross Reference Key: 3760
(5783 — 3760 = 2023)

1948 (-1812 CE)  Birth of Avraham
+100 2048 (-1712cE)  Birth of Yitzchak
+400 2448 (-1312CE) Exodus (07v7 7 £ 170)
+480 2928 (-832CE)  1* Temple (Kings I:6)
+410 3338 (422CcE) 1% Temple Destroyed
+70 3408 (352CcE) 2" Temple Begins
+420 3828 (+68CE) 2" Temple Destroyed

Biblical Chronology according to a4 o5y 970
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And [God] said to Abram, “Know well that your offspring shall be
strangers in a land not theirs, and they shall be enslaved and
oppressed four hundred years; but I will execute judgment on the
nation they shall serve, and in the end they shall go free with great
wealth. As for you, You shall go to your ancestors in peace; You
shall be buried at a ripe old age. And they shall return here in the
fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet
complete.”
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From the birth of Isaac until Israel left Egypt was a period of 400
years. How so? Isaac was 60 years old when Jacob was born, and
Jacob when he went down to Egypt himself stated, (Genesis 47:9)
"The days of the years of my sojournings are a hundred and thirty
years", making together 190 years. In Egypt they were 210 years —
corresponding to the numerical value of the word y17 — making
altogether 400 years.

If, however, you say that they were in Egypt 400 years — well,
Kohath was one of those who went down to Egypt with Jacob; go
and add up the years of Kohath (130), those of Amram (137), and
the 80 years that Moses was old when Israel left Egypt, and you
only have about 350, and you really have to deduct all the years
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(13) Then I heard a holy one speaking; and another holy one said
to that one who spoke, "How long shall the vision concerning the
continual burnt-offering and the appalling transgression be, so as
to allow the sanctuary and the host to be trampled underfoot?" (14)
And he said to me, "To two thousand and three hundred
evenings and mornings; then the sanctuary shall be victorious."
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(11) And from the time that the continual burnt- offerlng shall be

taken away and the appalling, detestable thing is set up, there shall

be one thousand two hundred and ninety days. (12) Happy is

he that waits, and comes to the one thousand three hundred
and thirty-five days.

Rashi 8:14

Until evening and morning, one thousand and three hundred I saw
an interpretation in the name of Rav Saadia Gaon for this matter,
but it has already passed, and he interpreted further “until evening
and morning,” that evening about which it says (Zech. 14:7): “and
it shall come to pass that at eventide it shall be light,” and we are
confident that our God’s word will stand forever; it will not be
nullified... but we will hope for the promise of our king for end
after end, and when the end passes, it will be known that the
expounder has erred in his interpretation, and the one who comes
after him will search and expound in another manner.

Rashi 7:25

until a time, two times, and half a time This is an obscure end, as
was said to Daniel (12:4): “And you, Daniel, close up the words and
seal,” and the early commentators expounded on it, each one
according to his view, and the ends have passed.

We can still interpret it as I saw written in the name of Rav Saadia
Gaon, that they are the 1,335 years stated at the end of the Book
(12:12): “Fortunate is he who waits [and reaches the days one
thousand three hundred and thirty-five],” and he explains the
appointed time as until the time of two times and a half time, and
he [Rav Saadia Gaon] said that the times are 480 [years], which is
the time from the Exodus from Egypt until the Temple was built,
and 410 [years], [which are] the days of the First Temple, totaling
890, and another half of this time, 445, totaling 1, 335. Figure these
from the time the daily sacrifice was discontinued until the daily
sacrifice will be restored to its place; it was discontinued six years
prior to the destruction, and there is somewhat of a proof in this
Book. [See Rashi to 8:14.] Others bring further proof to this
computation, namely that (Deut. 31:18): “And I, will hide My face”
[the words] »nox “non add up in gematria to 1,335

Torah in Motion, 5783, Page 112

CE Cross Reference Key: 3760
(5783 — 3760 = 2023)

1948 (-1812 CE) Birth of Avraham
+100 2048 (-1712 CE) Birth of Yitzchak
+400 2448 (-1312CE) Exodus (07w 7 09y 910)
+480 2928 (-832 CE) 1* Temple (Kings 1:6)
+410 3338 (422 CE) 1% Temple Destroyed
+70 3408 (-352 CE) 2" Temple Begins
+420 3828 (+68 CE) 2" Temple Destroyed

Key Numbers in Daniel
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He will speak words against the Most High, and will harass the

holy ones of the Most High. He will think of changing times and

laws, and they will be delivered into his power for a time, times,
and half a time.
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e NYNN DOV NIND YOU GoN D) =
e ny=410, 480

o nyoO8N+ ny+ny = 410+480+(4(410+480)=1335
e TNNN YV = 6 years before the churban

62 CE +1335 =1397 CE!

! Saadia Gaon (882-942 CE) calculates 2300 years from the Exodus — 2300+2448=4748, or the year 988 CE
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e 1y =400 = Egyptian slavery (x3)
e )1y 99 = half the entire calculation
e 400x 3+ (Y (400x3))= 1800

e 3828+ 1800 =5628 =1868 CE
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e 1y =410= 1% Temple era (x3)

e 37y v9 = half the entire calculation

o 410x3+ (% (410x3)) = 1230+615=1845
e 3828+ 1845=5673=1913 CE
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Option 1:
e Key number = 1335 (like Rashi)

e 3828 — 2" Temple destruction
e 3828+1335=5163 =1403 CE

Option 2:
VIV IO + , 000y 3 = PYTYHYTY e
410 =YWNIPA =Ny e
e 410+410+410+205=1435
e 3828 — 2" Temple destruction
o 3828+1435=5263 =1503 CE
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Judah ben Tema said: Be strong as a leopard, and swift as an

eagle, and fleet as a gazelle, and brave as a lion, to do the will of

your Father who is in heaven. He used to say: the arrogant is
headed for Gehinnom and the blushing for the garden of Eden.
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All nations shall serve him, his son and his grandson—until the

turn of his own land comes, when many nations and great kings
shall subjugate him.




