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V.3 — The Writing on the Wall

DONIN 1139 NI NI TN DT PO HPN NI NI T
922 MOON NNODY NNYY NN NN TMOON > DMV
292 P2 INYY OV 3129 >NI5MY 2IND ) D

D Yrnnmn
Y5 P32
T T I

9. Belshazzar’s Feast, Rembrandt

(Wikipedia entry)

The inscription on the wall is an interesting element in this
painting. Rembrandt lived in the Jewish Quarter of Amsterdam
and "derived the form of Hebrew inscription from a book by his
friend, the learned Rabbi and printer, Menasseh ben Israel, yet
mis-transcribed one of the characters, and arranged them in
columns, rather than right to left, as Hebrew is written." This
last detail is essential as it relates to the question of why
Belshazzar and his advisers were not able to decipher the
inscription and had to send for Daniel to help them with it...
This explanation is in accordance with the opinion of the
amora Shmuel, which is mentioned in the Babylonian Talmud,
Tractate Sanhedrin, 22a, among various dissenting views.
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This whole land shall be a desolate ruin. And those nations shall serve

the king of Babylon seventy years. When the seventy years are over,

I will punish the king of Babylon and that nation and the land of the

Chaldeans for their sins—declares the LORD—and | will make it a
desolation for all time.
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For thus said the LORD: When Babylon’s seventy years are over, |
will take note of you, and I will fulfill to you My promise of favor—to
bring you back to this place. For I am mindful of the plans I have made
concerning you—declares the LORD—plans for your welfare, not for
disaster, to give you a hopeful future. When you call Me, and come
and pray to Me, | will give heed to you. You will search for Me and
find Me, if only you seek Me wholeheartedly. | will be at hand for
you—declares the LORD—and | will restore your fortunes. And I will
gather you from all the nations and from all the places to which I have
banished you—declares the LORD—and | will bring you back to the
place from which | have exiled you.
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Rav says: It was written in gimatriyya (=cypher): Yod, tet, tav; yod,
tet, tav; alef, yod, dalet, khaf; peh, vav, gimmel, het, mem, tet.
And Shmuel says: “Mamtos nankafei a’alran.”
And Rabbi Yohanan says: Anem anem leket nisrapu.
Rav Ashi says: Nema nema ketal pursin.
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. all the kings of the north, ])-93.1 ’Dbb 53 )
whether far from or close to

each other — all the royal lands
which are on the earth. And last
of all, the king of Sheshach
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Leb-kamai - Casdim (Chaldeans) according to cypher of ‘At-bash’
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In line with the plain meaning of Scripture, it is my opinion that G-d
said to Abraham, “Know of a surety that before I give you this land,
thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs for a long time
— four hundred years.” He did not care to mention the additional thirty
years to Abraham, because He told him further on, And in the fourth
generation they shall come back hither, thereby informing him that
they will not come back immediately at the end of four hundred years
until the fourth generation when the sin of the Amorite will be full.
Thus He alluded to these thirty years, for the Israelites’ staying in the
desert for forty years was not on account of the sin of the Amorite not
yet being full...
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In the first year of King Cyrus of Persia, when the word of the LORD
spoken by Jeremiah was fulfilled, the LORD roused the spirit of King
Cyrus of Persia to issue a proclamation throughout his realm by word
of mouth and in writing as follows: “Thus said King Cyrus of Persia:
The LORD God of Heaven has given me all the kingdoms of the earth
and has charged me with building Him a house in Jerusalem, which is
in Judah. Anyone of you of all His people—may his God be with him,
and let him go up to Jerusalem that is in Judah and build the House of
the LORD God of Israel, the God that is in Jerusalem; and all who stay
behind, wherever he may be living, let the people of his place assist
him with silver, gold, goods, and livestock, besides the freewill
offering to the House of God that is in Jerusalem.” So the chiefs of the
clans of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests and Levites, all whose
spirit had been roused by God, got ready to go up to build the House
of the LORD that is in Jerusalem. All their neighbors supported them
with silver vessels, with gold, with goods, with livestock, and with
precious objects, besides what had been given as a freewill offering.
King Cyrus released the vessels of the LORD’s house which
Nebuchadnezzar had taken away from Jerusalem and had put in
the house of his god. These King Cyrus of Persia released through
the office of Mithredath the treasurer, who gave an inventory of them
to Sheshbazzar the prince of Judah. This is the inventory: 30 gold
basins, 1,000 silver basins, 29 knives, 30 gold bowls, 410 silver double
bowls, 1,000 other vessels; in all, 5,400 gold and silver vessels.
Sheshbazzar brought all these back when the exiles came back
from Babylon to Jerusalem.
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And [God] said to Abram, “Know well that your offspring shall be
strangers in a land not theirs, and they shall be enslaved and oppressed
four hundred years; but | will execute judgment on the nation they
shall serve, and in the end they shall go free with great wealth. As for
you, You shall go to your ancestors in peace; You shall be buried at a
ripe old age. And they shall return here in the fourth generation, for
the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.”
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The length of time that the Israelites lived in Egypt was four hundred
and thirty years; at the end of the four hundred and thirtieth year, to
the very day, all the ranks of Hashem departed from the land of Egypt.
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Pic 1 - Belshazzar's Feast, Rembrandt, circa 1635
source: https: /commons. wikimedia.org
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Pic 2 - Belshazzar's Feast, John Martin, 1820
source: https: /commons. wikimedia.org
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