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​Unpacking the Sin of the Spies​
​Sarah Gordon​

​Introduction: The Main Sources​

​1. Bamidbar 13​
​(2) "​​Send for yourself men, that they may​
​scout the land of Canaan, which I am giving to​
​the children of Israel. You shall send one man​
​each for his father's tribe; each one shall be a​
​chieftain among them.​​" (3) Moshe sent them​
​from the Wilderness of Paran according to​
​God's word;​​all of them were leaders of the​
​children of Israel.​

​(17) Moshe sent them to scout the land of​
​Canaan, and said to them: "Go up this way in​
​the south and climb the mountain. (18)​​See the​
​land, what it is; and the people who dwell in it,​
​whether they are strong or weak, whether​
​they are few or many. (19) And what is the land​
​in which they dwell, whether it is good or bad;​
​and what are the cities in which they dwell,​
​whether in camps or in fortresses. (20) And​
​what the land is, whether it is fat or lean,​
​whether there is wood in it or not. Strengthen​
​yourselves and take of the fruit of the land.​​"​
​Now it was the season of the first ripe grapes.​

​(26) They went and came to Moshe, Aharon,​
​and the entire congregation of the children of​
​Israel in the Wilderness of Paran at Kadesh;​
​they brought back word to them and to the​
​entire congregation, and showed them the​
​fruit of the land. (27) They told him and said:​
​"We came to the land to which you sent us,​
​and it does indeed flow with milk and honey,​
​and this is its fruit. (28) However, the people​
​who dwell in the land are powerful, and the​
​cities are very greatly fortified; moreover, we​
​saw the children of the giant there. (29)​
​Amalek dwells in the south land, the Hittite,​
​the Jebusite, and the Amorite dwell in the​

​​יג​​במדבר​​.​​1
רֶץ כְּנַעַן אֲשֶׁר אֲנִי נֹתֵן​​)ב( ​​שְׁלַח לְךָ אֲנָשִׁים וְיָתֻרוּ אֶת אֶ

טֵּה אֲבֹתָיו רָאֵל אִישׁ אֶחָד אִישׁ אֶחָד לְמַ ​​לִבְנֵי יִשְׂ
שְׁלָחוּ כֹּל נָשִׂיא בָהֶם׃ דְבַּר​​תִּ מִּ שֶׁה מִ יִּשְׁלַח אֹתָם מֹ ​​)ג( וַ

מָּה׃​​פָּארָן עַל פִּי ה׳ רָאֵל הֵ י בְנֵי יִשְׂ ​​כֻּלָּם אֲנָשִׁים רָאשֵׁ

רֶץ כְּנָעַן וַיֹּאמֶר​​) שֶׁה לָתוּר אֶת אֶ יִּשְׁלַח אֹתָם מֹ ​​יז( וַ
זֶה בַּנֶּגֶב וַעֲלִיתֶם אֶת הָהָר׃ )יח( ​​וּרְאִיתֶם​​אֲלֵהֶם עֲלוּ 

זָק הוּא שֵׁב עָלֶיהָ הֶחָ יֹּ רֶץ מַה הִוא וְאֶת הָעָם הַ ​​אֶת הָאָ
רֶץ אֲשֶׁר הוּא רָפֶה הַמְעַט הוּא אִם רָב׃ )יט( וּמָה הָאָ ​​הֲ
עָרִים אֲשֶׁר הוּא שֵׁב בָּהּ הֲטוֹבָה הִוא אִם רָעָה וּמָה הֶ ​​יֹ
רֶץ בְּמַחֲנִים אִם בְּמִבְצָרִים׃ )כ( וּמָה הָאָ נָּה הַ ​​יוֹשֵׁב בָּהֵ

זָה הֲיֵשׁ בָּהּ עֵץ אִם אַיִן שְׁמֵנָה הִוא אִם רָ ​​הַ
רֶץ פְּרִי הָאָ תֶּם מִ זַּקְתֶּם וּלְקַחְ  יָּמִים יְמֵי בִּכּוּרֵי​​וְהִתְחַ  ​​וְהַ

​​עֲנָבִים׃

רֹן וְאֶל כָּל עֲדַת בְּנֵי שֶׁה וְאֶל אַהֲ יָּבֹאוּ אֶל מֹ יֵּלְכוּ וַ ​​)כו( וַ
יָּשִׁיבוּ אוֹתָם דָּבָר וְאֶת דְבַּר פָּארָן קָדֵשָׁה וַ רָאֵל אֶל מִ ​​יִשְׂ

פְּרוּ לוֹ רֶץ׃ )כז( וַיְסַ יַּרְאוּם אֶת פְּרִי הָאָ ​​כָּל הָעֵדָה וַ
זָבַת חָלָב​​וַיֹּאמְרוּ תָּנוּ וְגַם  רֶץ אֲשֶׁר שְׁלַחְ ​​בָּאנוּ אֶל הָאָ

שֵׁב יֹּ זֶה פִּרְיָהּ׃ )כח( אֶפֶס כִּי עַז הָעָם הַ ​​וּדְבַשׁ הִוא וְ
עָרִים בְּצֻרוֹת גְּדֹלֹת מְאֹד וְגַם יְלִדֵי הָעֲנָק רֶץ וְהֶ ​​בָּאָ
תִּי נֶּגֶב וְהַחִ רֶץ הַ ​​רָאִינוּ שָׁם׃ )כט( עֲמָלֵק יוֹשֵׁב בְּאֶ

יָּם וְעַל  שֵׁב עַל הַ כְּנַעֲנִי יֹ רִי יוֹשֵׁב בָּהָר וְהַ ​​וְהַיְבוּסִי וְהָאֱמֹ
יַּרְדֵּן׃  שֶׁה וַיֹּאמֶר​​יַד הַ יַּהַס כָּלֵב אֶת הָעָם אֶל מֹ ​​)ל( וַ

​​עָלֹה נַעֲלֶה וְיָרַשְׁנוּ אֹתָהּ כִּי יָכוֹל נוּכַל לָהּ׃ )לא(
​​וְהָאֲנָשִׁים אֲשֶׁר עָלוּ עִמּוֹ אָמְרוּ לֹא נוּכַל לַעֲלוֹת אֶל

נּוּ׃ )לב( מֶּ זָק הוּא מִ רֶץ אֲשֶׁר​​הָעָם כִּי חָ ​​וַיּוֹצִיאוּ דִּבַּת הָאָ
רֶץ אֲשֶׁר עָבַרְנוּ בָהּ רָאֵל לֵאמֹר הָאָ ​​תָּרוּ אֹתָהּ אֶל בְּנֵי יִשְׂ
רֶץ אֹכֶלֶת יוֹשְׁבֶיהָ הִוא וְכָל הָעָם אֲשֶׁר ​​לָתוּר אֹתָהּ אֶ

דּוֹת׃ )לג( וְשָׁם רָאִינוּ אֶת י מִ ​​רָאִינוּ בְתוֹכָהּ אַנְשֵׁ
גָבִים י בְעֵינֵינוּ כַּחֲ נְּפִלִים וַנְּהִ נְּפִילִים בְּנֵי עֲנָק מִן הַ ​​הַ

​​וְכֵן הָיִינוּ בְּעֵינֵיהֶם׃
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​mountains, and the Canaanite dwells by the​
​sea and by the Jordan."​​(30) Calev silenced the​
​people toward Moshe and said: "We shall​
​surely go up and take possession of it, for we​
​can certainly do it!" (31) But the men who had​
​gone up with him said: "We are unable to go​
​up against the people, for they are stronger​
​than we." (32)​​They brought forth to the​
​children of Israel an evil report on the land​
​which they had scouted, saying: "The land​
​through which we passed to scout is a land​
​that consumes its inhabitants, and all the​
​people we saw in it are men of great stature.​
​(33) There we saw the giants, the sons of​
​Anak, descended from the giants; we were in​
​our own eyes as grasshoppers, and so were​
​we in their eyes."​

​2. Devarim 1​
​(22)​​Then all of you approached me and said:​
​"Let us send men ahead of us that they may​
​scout the land for us, and bring back word to​
​us of the road by which we should go up and​
​the cities we shall come to.​​" (23) The plan​
​pleased me, and I took from you twelve men,​
​one man for each tribe.​

​​א​​דברים​​.​​2
קְרְבוּן אֵלַי כֻּלְּכֶם וַתֹּאמְרוּ נִשְׁלְחָה אֲנָשִׁים​​)כב( ​​וַתִּ

רֶץ וְיָשִׁבוּ אֹתָנוּ דָּבָר אֶת פְּרוּ לָנוּ אֶת הָאָ ​​לְפָנֵינוּ וְיַחְ
ן׃ עָרִים אֲשֶׁר נָבֹא אֲלֵיהֶ דֶּרֶךְ אֲשֶׁר נַעֲלֶה בָּהּ וְאֵת הֶ ​​הַ

כֶּם שְׁנֵים עָשָׂר אֲנָשִׁים קַּח מִ דָּבָר וָאֶ יִּיטַב בְּעֵינַי הַ ​​)כג( וַ
​​אִישׁ אֶחָד לַשָּׁבֶט׃

​●​ ​Why was the sin of the spies so severe that it led to an entire generation dying in the​
​desert and never entering Israel?​

​●​ ​What was the spies' actual sin?​

​●​ ​What lessons are we meant to learn from this story?​

​Option 1: Lack of Faith​

​3. Rashi on Bamidbar 13:2​
​"Send for yourself":​​For your own benefit, as​
​you see fit. I do not command you; if you wish,​
​send.​​Since Israel came and said, "Let us send​
​men before us," as it says in Devarim (1:22),​

​​י"ג:ב​​במדבר​​על​​רש"י​​.​​3
רְצֶה שְׁלַח. וֶּה לָךְ, אִם תִּ ךָ, אֲנִי אֵינִי מְצַ ​​שְׁלַח לְךָ: לְדַעְתְּ
רָאֵל וְאָמְרוּ נִשְׁלְחָה אֲנָשִׁים לְפָנֵינוּ, כְּמוֹ בָּאוּ יִשְׂ ​​לְפִי שֶׁ
קָּדוֹשׁ שֶׁה בַּמָּקוֹם. אָמַר לוֹ הַ נֶּאֱמַר בְּדֶבָרִים, נִמְלַךְ מֹ ​​שֶׁ

רְתִּי לָהֶם שֶׁהִיא טוֹבָה, יֵּיהֶם​​בָּרוּךְ הוּא אֲנִי אָמַ  ​​חַ
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​Moshe took counsel with God. God said: I told​
​them it is good [the land].​​By their lives, I will​
​give them the opportunity to err through the​
​words of the spies, so that they will not​
​inherit it.​

רַגְּלִים כְּדֵי ​​שֶׁאֲנִי נוֹתֵן לָהֶם מָקוֹם לִטְעוֹת עַל פִּי הַמְ
. לֹּא יִירְשׁוּהָ ​​שֶׁ

​4. Bamidbar Rabbah 16:7​
​To what is this comparable? To a king who​
​said to his son: "Go and take yourself a wife."​
​The son replied: "I want to see her first."​​The​
​king thought: If I refuse, he will say she must​
​be ugly and I am hiding it. He said: "Go and​
​see." But he swore to himself: He will not​
​benefit from her. So too, God said to Israel:​
​"The land is good." They said: We want to see​
​it first. God said: By your lives, you will not​
​enter it.​

​​ט"ז:ז​​רבה​​במדבר​​.​​4
לֶךְ שֶׁאָמַר לִבְנוֹ לֵךְ וְקַח לְךָ דָּבָר דּוֹמֶה? לְמֶ ​​לְמַה הַ

לָּה. בֵּן רוֹצֶה אֲנִי לִרְאוֹתָהּ תְּחִ שָּׁה. אָמַר לוֹ הַ ​​אָמַר​​אִ
נּוּ יֹאמַר מְכֹעֶרֶת הִיא מֶּ מָּנַע מִ לֶךְ בְּלִבּוֹ אִם אֶ מֶּ ​​הַ

לֹּא בַּע בְּלִבּוֹ שֶׁ תִּירָהּ. אָמַר לוֹ לֵךְ וּרְאֵה. וְנִשְׁ תָּה מַסְ ​​וְאַ
רָאֵל קָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא אָמַר לְיִשְׂ נָּה. כָּךְ הַ מֶּ ​​יֵהָנֶה מִ

לָּה. אָמַר רֶץ. אָמְרוּ רוֹצִים אָנוּ לִרְאוֹתָהּ תְּחִ ​​טוֹבָה הָאָ
כָּנְסוּ לָהּ. לֹּא תִּ יֵּיכֶם שֶׁ  ​​חַ

​5. Ramban on Bamidbar 13​
​13:2​​But the explanation of this subject is as​
​follows:​​The Israelites wanted [to act] in the​
​way that all those who come to wage war in a​
​foreign country do, namely to send out men​
​to become acquainted with the roads and​
​entrances to the cities; so that when they​
​return [from their mission], the scouts will go​
​at the head of the army, to show them the​
​way​​…​

​Now this is the correct guidance [to give] to​
​anyone who [plans to] conquer a country. And​
​so did Moses himself do, as it is said,​​And​
​Moses sent to spy out Jazer​​, and Joshua the son​
​of Nun also [sent]​​two spies​​. It was for this​
​reason that [the people’s request to send out​
​scouts] pleased Moses,​​for Scripture does not​
​[allow man] to rely on a miracle in any of its​
​affairs. Instead, it commands those who go​
​out to battle to arm themselves, to take [all​
​necessary] precautions​​…​

​​רמב"ן על במדבר י"ג
זֶה,​​י"ג:ב רָאֵל אָמְרוּ כְּדֶרֶךְ כָּל​​אֲבָל יִשּׁוּב הָעִנְיָן בָּ ​​כִּי יִשְׂ

שּׁוֹלְחִים לִפְנֵיהֶם יָּה, שֶׁ רֶץ נָכְרִ לָּחֵם בְּאֶ בָּאִים לְהִ ​​הַ
עָרִים, וּבְשׁוּבָם יֵלְכוּ דְּרָכִים וּמְבוֹא הֶ ​​אֲנָשִׁים לָדַעַת הַ

דְּרָכִים צָּבָא לְהוֹרוֹת לִפְנֵיהֶם הַ רִים בְּרֹאשׁ הַ תָּ ​​…​​הַ

י אֲרָצוֹת, וְכֵן עָשָׂה עוֹד ​​וְזוֹ עֵצָה הֲגוּנָה בְּכָל כּוֹבְשֵׁ
זֵר״ שֶׁה לְרַגֵּל אֶת יַעְ יִּשְׁלַח מֹ נֶּאֱמַר: ״וַ שֶׁה עַצְמוֹ שֶׁ ​​מֹ

​​)במדבר כ״א:ל״ב(, וְכֵן בִּיהוֹשֻׁעַ בִּן נוּן: ״שְׁנַיִם אֲנָשִׁים
שֶׁה, רַגְּלִים״ )יהושע ב א(. וְעַל כֵּן הָיָה טוֹב בְּעֵינֵי מֹ ​​מְ
וֶּה נֵּס, אֲבָל יְצַ ךְ בְּכָל מַעֲשָׂיו עַל הַ כָּתוּב לֹא יִסְמֹ ​​כִּי הַ

שָּׁמֵר ​​…​​בַּנִּלְחָמִים לְהֵחָלֵץ וּלְהִ

שֵּׁם רְשׁוּת וְאָמַר לוֹ, שֶׁה בַּשְּׁכִינָה וְנָתַן לוֹ הַ ​​אָז נִמְלַךְ מֹ
רֶץ כְּנַעַן" וְיֵדְעוּהָ וְיַגִּידוּ ​​"שְׁלַח לְךָ אֲנָשִׁים וְיָתוּרוּ אֶת אֶ

כִּבּוּשׁ. ​​לָכֶם, וְעַל פִּיהֶם תִּתְיַעֲצוּ בְּעִנְיַן הַ
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​Then Moses consulted the Divine Presence​
​and G-d gave him permission, saying, “​​Send​
​thee men, that they may spy out the land of​
​Canaan​​and become acquainted with it, and​
​bring back a report to you, and according to​
​their information you should take counsel​
​regarding the conquest.”​

​13:27​​Now in all this they said the truth, and​
​gave a report about those matters which they​
​had been commanded [to find out], therefore​
​they should [indeed] have said [as in fact they​
​did] that​​the people that dwell in the Land are​
​fierce and the cities are fortified…​​But the​
​wickedness of the spies consisted in saying​
​the word​​ephes​​[“nevertheless” —​
​‘Nevertheless’​​], which signifies something​
​negative and beyond human capability,​
​something impossible of achievement​​… Thus​
​the spies told Moses that the Land is fertile​
​and surely it floweth with milk and honey​​and​
​the fruits are good, but it is impossible to​
​fight against​​the people​​because they​​are​
​fierce, and the cities are fortified, and very​
​great; and moreover we saw the children of​
​Anak there​​.​

שִׁיבוּ עַל מַה​​י"ג:כז זֶה אָמְרוּ אֱמֶת וְהֵ נֵּה בְּכָל  ​​וְהִ
יּוֹשֵׁב עָלֶיהָ עַז וּוּ, וְהָיָה לָהֶם לֵאמֹר שֶׁהָעָם הַ נִּצְטַ ​​שֶׁ

עָרִים בְּצוּרוֹת… לַּת​​וְהֶ ​​אֶפֶס, שֶׁהִיא​​אֲבָל רִשְׁעָם בְּמִ
דָם שֶׁאִי אֶפְשָׁר ​​מוֹרָה עַל דָּבָר אָפֵס וְנִמְנָע מִן הָאָ

זָבַת​​בְּשׁוּם עִנְיָן רֶץ שְׁמֵנָה וְגַם  נֵּה אָמְרוּ לוֹ הָאָ ​​… וְהִ
פְּרִי טוֹב, אֲבָל אִי אֶפְשָׁר לָבֹא אֲלֵיהֶם כִּי ​​חָלָב וּדְבַשׁ וְהַ

עָרִים בְּצוּרוֹת גְּדֹלוֹת מְאֹד, וְגַם יְלִידֵי ​​עַז הָעָם וְהֶ
​​הָעֲנָק רָאִינוּ שָׁם:

​Option 2: Not Understanding the Assignment​

​6. Yehoshua 2​
​(1)​​Yehoshua bin Nun secretly sent two men​
​from Shittim as spies​​, saying, "Go, inspect the​
​land and Jericho." They went and came to the​
​house of a prostitute named Rachav, and lay​
​there. (2) The king of Jericho was told: "Some​
​men have come here tonight, Israelites, to spy​
​on the country." (3) The king of Jericho sent​
​orders to Rachav: "Bring out the men who​
​came to you and entered your house, for they​
​have come to spy out the entire country."​

​​ב​​יהושע​​.​​6
טִּים שְׁנַיִם אֲנָשִׁים​​)א( שִּׁ יִּשְׁלַח יְהוֹשֻׁעַ בִּן נוּן מִן הַ ​​וַ

רֶשׁ רַגְּלִים חֶ רֶץ וְאֶת יְרִיחוֹ​​מְ ​​לֵאמֹר לְכוּ רְאוּ אֶת הָאָ
מָּה׃ כְּבוּ שָׁ יִּשְׁ הּ רָחָב וַ שָּׁה זוֹנָה וּשְׁמָ יָּבֹאוּ בֵּית אִ יֵּלְכוּ וַ ​​וַ
נָּה נֵּה אֲנָשִׁים בָּאוּ הֵ לֶךְ יְרִיחוֹ לֵאמֹר הִ יֵּאָמַר לְמֶ ​​)ב( וַ
לֶךְ יִּשְׁלַח מֶ רֶץ׃ )ג( וַ פֹּר אֶת הָאָ רָאֵל לַחְ בְּנֵי יִשְׂ לַּיְלָה מִ ​​הַ
בָּאִים אֵלַיִךְ ​​יְרִיחוֹ אֶל רָחָב לֵאמֹר הוֹצִיאִי הָאֲנָשִׁים הַ

רֶץ בָּאוּ׃ פֹּר אֶת כָּל הָאָ ​​אֲשֶׁר בָּאוּ לְבֵיתֵךְ כִּי לַחְ
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​Yehoshua 1​ ​Bamidbar 13​

​2 soldiers​ ​12 tribal chiefs​

​Secret: report only to Yehoshua​ ​Public: Report to people and Moshe​

​Uses​​wordלרגל​​​ ​Uses​​wordלתור​​​

​7. Bereishit 42​
​(9) Yosef remembered the dreams he had​
​dreamed about them. He said to them:​​"You​
​are spies​​; you have come to see the nakedness​
​of the land."​

​​מב​​בראשית​​.​​7
לֹמוֹת אֲשֶׁר חָלַם לָהֶם וַיֹּאמֶר זְכֹּר יוֹסֵף אֵת הַחֲ יִּ ​​)ט( וַ

תֶּם​​אֲלֵהֶם רַגְּלִים אַ רֶץ בָּאתֶם׃​​מְ ​​לִרְאוֹת אֶת עֶרְוַת הָאָ

​8. Yehoshua 18​
​(2) Seven tribes still remained among the​
​Israelites who had not yet received their​
​portions. (3) Yehoshua said to the Israelites:​
​"How long will you neglect to go and take​
​possession of the land which God, the God of​
​your ancestors, has assigned to you?​
​Designate three men from each tribe; I will​
​send them to go and traverse the land and​
​write a description of it for the purposes of​
​their inheritance.​​Then they shall come back​
​to me."​

​​יח​​יהושע​​.​​8
רָאֵל אֲשֶׁר לֹא חָלְקוּ אֶת נַחֲלָתָם וָּתְרוּ בִבְנֵי יִשְׂ יִּ ​​)ב( וַ
רָאֵל עַד ​​שִׁבְעָה שְׁבָטִים׃ )ג( וַיֹּאמֶר יְהוֹשֻׁעַ אֶל בְּנֵי יִשְׂ
רֶץ אֲשֶׁר נָתַן תֶּם מִתְרַפִּים לָבוֹא לָרֶשֶׁת אֶת הָאָ ​​אָנָה אַ

י אֲבוֹתֵיכֶם׃ לֹהֵ לֹשָׁה אֲנָשִׁים​​לָכֶם ה' אֱ ​​הָבוּ לָכֶם שְׁ
רֶץ וְיִכְתְּבוּ אוֹתָהּ לְּכוּ בָאָ שְׁלָחֵם וְיָקוּמוּ וְיִתְהַ ​​לַשָּׁבֶט וְאֶ

​​וְיָבֹאוּ אֵלָי׃​​לְפִי נַחֲלָתָם

​9. Bereishit 13​
​(17)​​Rise, walk through the land, its length and​
​its breadth, for I will give it to you​​.​

​​יג​​בראשית​​.​​9
בָּהּ כִּי לְךָ​​)יז( רְכָּהּ וּלְרָחְ רֶץ לְאָ לֵּךְ בָּאָ ​​קוּם הִתְהַ

תְּנֶנָּה׃ ​​אֶ

​10. Reflections of the Rav, Vol. One, Lessons in Jewish thought adapted from the lectures of​
​Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik by Abraham R. Besdin:​

​The union of the people of Israel with the land of Israel is comparable to a marriage. The​
​crossing of the Jordan River involved more than geographical movement; it represented a​
​marriage between the people and the land​​, a union of rocky hills and sandy trails with a people​
​whose future destiny is to this day bound up with the state and welfare of the land…​
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​…​​This, we suggest, was the reason Moses was told to send scouts into the land - not to gather​
​intelligence, but to have the distinguished heads of each tribe explore the land and bring back​
​reports of its singular character​​… by entering the land, the people were being wedded to it and,​
​despite Divine assurances of its quality,​​they had to experience it through their princes before​
​the commitment could be deeply rooted and irrevocably assumed​​. (p. 121-122)​

​Option 3: Merging Two Separate Missions​

​11. Rav Yaakov Medan, Yeshivat Har Etzion, “​​The Mission of the Spies​​”:​

​Moshe's mistake lay in combining these two aims, so fundamentally different in nature and in​
​their details, into one mission​​. He may have done this in order to avoid the complication of​
​sending two separate missions to Canaan, or he may have had some other reason. In any event,​
​this represented a dual mistake.​​On one hand, combining the two missions was a sin against the​
​holy task of sending princes of Israel by God's command. Burdening the emissaries of this holy​
​task with a mundane mission would appear to be making use of a holy vessel for mundane​
​purposes (me'ila)​​...Even if the understandable fears of the nation led Moshe to agree to send​
​spies to the land, since his refusal would only have led to panic,​​allowing this mission to "hitch a​
​ride" on the back of the holy mission ordained by God detracted somewhat from the latter.​

​Moreover, the combination of the two missions also did an injustice to the mundane mission,​
​and one with disastrous consequences.​​A military spy mission has its own requirements and its​
​own information specifications. A spying operation is doomed to failure if, rather than being​
​planned with precision, it is tacked on as an afterthought to another dispatch.​

​12. Devarim 1:37​
​(37)​​God was also incensed with me on your​
​account​​, saying: "You too shall not enter​
​there."​

​​א​​דברים​​.​​12
גְלַלְכֶם​​)לז( נַּף ה' בִּ תָּה לֹא​​גַּם בִּי הִתְאַ ​​לֵאמֹר גַּם אַ

​​תָבֹא שָׁם׃

​Option 4: Inability to See the Good​

​13. Sins in Bamidbar:​

​●​ ​Complaint and punishment of Mitonanim (11:1-3)​
​●​ ​Asafsuf/people crying for meat and Egypt (11:4-10)​
​●​ ​Miriam and Aharon's lashon hara against Moshe (12:1-16)​

https://etzion.org.il/en/tanakh/torah/sefer-bamidbar/parashat-shelach/shelach-mission-spies-0
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​14. Rashi on Bamidbar 13:2​
​Why is the section of the spies juxtaposed​
​with the section of Miriam?​​Because Miriam​
​was punished on account of the slanderous​
​speech she uttered against her brother, and​
​these wicked ones saw it but did not take a​
​lesson from it.​

​​פָּרָשַׁת​​נִסְמְכָה​​לְמָה​​—​​י"ג:ב​​במדבר​​על​​רש"י​​.​​14
רְיָם? רַגְּלִים לְפָרָשַׁת מִ קֵי​​מְ רְיָם עַל עִסְ לָּקְתָה מִ ​​לְפִי שֶׁ

לָּלוּ רָאוּ וְלֹא לָקְחוּ , וּרְשָׁעִים הַ פְּרָה בְּאָחִיהָ סִּ ​​דִּבָּה שֶׁ
​​מוּסָר.

​15. Rabbi Michael Hattin, Yeshivat Har Etzion, “​​Of Spy Stories and Heroic Measures​​”:​

​The mission constitutes an attempt to resolve the spiritual and political crisis of the trek​
​through Midbar Paran and to save the journey.​​By seeing and speaking good, the spies would​
​have resolved the political crisis of the failing journey, freed the people from the grips of their​
​spiritual malaise and brought the Children of Israel out of the shadows of death cast in Midbar​
​Paran​​.​

​16​​.​​Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks z”l , Covenant & Conversation, Lessons in Leadership, Parshat​
​Shelach Lecha​​, 5774, 5781:​

​I prefer the word “hope” to “optimism.” Optimism is the belief that things will get better; hope is​
​the belief that together we can make things better. No Jew, knowing Jewish history, can be an​
​optimist, but no Jew worthy of the name abandons hope. The most pessimistic of the Prophets,​
​from Amos to Jeremiah, were still voices of hope.​​By their defeatism, the spies failed as leaders​
​and as Jews. To be a Jew is to be an agent of hope.​

https://www.etzion.org.il/en/tanakh/torah/sefer-bamidbar/parashat-shelach/shelach-spy-stories-and-heroic-measures-0
https://rabbisacks.org/covenant-conversation/shelach-lecha/confidence/

