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“Rachel Weeps for Her Children”: Justice and Mercy in Eikhah Rabbah 
Miriam Zami 

Torah in Motion – Tisha b’Av 5785 
 
1. Jeremiah 31:14-16 

          }ס{ ׃וּנּנֶיאֵ יכִּ הָינֶבָּ־לעַ םחֵנָּהִלְ הנָאֲמֵ הָינֶבָּ־לעַ הכָּבַמְ לחֵרָ םירִוּרמְתַ יכִבְּ יהִנְ עמָשְׁנִ המָרָבְּ לוֹק קוקי רמַאָ  הכֹּ
  ׃ביֵוֹא ץרֶאֶמֵ וּבשָׁוְ קוקי־םאֻנְ Gתֵלָּעֻפְלִ רכָשָׂ שׁיֵ יכִּ העָמְדִּמִ Gיִנַיעֵוְ יכִבֶּמִ Gלֵוֹק יעִנְמִ קוקי רמַאָ  הכֹּ
  ׃םלָוּבגְלִ םינִבָ וּבשָׁוְ קוקי־םאֻנְ Gתֵירִחֲאַלְ הוָקְתִּ־שׁיֵוְ

Thus said the LORD: A cry is heard in Ramah, wailing, bitter weeping; Rachel weeping for her 
children. She refuses to be comforted for her children, who are gone.  
Thus said the LORD: Restrain your voice from weeping, your eyes from shedding tears; for there is 
a reward for your labor, declares the LORD; they shall return from the enemy’s land. And there is 
hope for your future, declares the LORD; your children shall return to their country. 
 
2. Eikhah Rabbah petihta 24 
Abraham said before the Holy One blessed be He: ‘Master of the 
universe: Why did You exile my children, deliver them into the 
hand of the nations, kill them with all kinds of uncommon 
deaths, and destroy the Temple, the place where I elevated my 
son Isaac as a burnt offering before You?’  

The Holy One blessed be He said to Abraham: ‘Your children 
sinned and violated the entire Torah and the twenty-two letters 
that are in it.’ That is what is written: “All Israel have violated 
Your Torah” (Daniel 9:11). 

Abraham said before the Holy One blessed be He: ‘Master of the 
universe, who will testify against Israel that they violated Your 
Torah?’ He said to him: ‘Let the Torah come and testify against 
Israel.’ Immediately, the Torah came to testify against them. 
Abraham said to it: ‘My daughter, you have come to testify 
against Israel that they violated your mitzvot, and you have no 
shame before me? Remember the day that the Holy One blessed 
be He circulated you among every nation and they did not want 
to accept you, until my descendants came to Mount Sinai and 
accepted you and honored you. Now you come to testify against 
them on their day of distress?’ Once the Torah heard this, it 
stood to one side and did not testify against them. 

[Continues with the letters of the alphabet, Abraham similarly 
convinces them against testifying.] 

 

 7וּרבָּ שׁוֹדקָּהַ ינֵפְלִ םהָרָבְאַ רמַאָ
 המָ ינֵפְּמִ םלָוֹע לשֶׁ וֹנוֹבּרִ ,אוּה
 תוֹמּאֻהָ ידֵיבִּ ןתָּרְסַמְוּ ינַבָּ תאֶ תָילֵגְהִ
 ,תוֹנּשֻׁמְ תוֹתימִ לכָבְּ םוּגרָהֲוַ
 םוֹקמָ שׁדָּקְמִּהַ תיבֵּ תאֶ תָּבְרַחֱהֶוְ

 הלָוֹע ינִבְּ קחָצְיִ תאֶ יתִילֵעֱהֶשֶׁ
  .Mינֶפָלְ
 םהָרָבְאַלְ אוּה 7וּרבָּ שׁוֹדקָּהַ וֹל רמַאָ
 הרָוֹתּהַ לכָּ לעַ וּרבְעָוְ וּאטְחָ Mינֶבָּ
 ,הּבָּשֶׁ תוֹיּתִוֹא םיִתַּשְׁוּ םירִשְׂעֶ לעַוְ
 לכָוְ :)אי ,ט לאינד( ביתִכְדִ אוּה אדָהֲ
  .Mתֶרָוֹתּ תאֶ וּרבְעָ לאֵרָשְׂיִ
 אוּה 7וּרבָּ שׁוֹדקָּהַ ינֵפְלִ םהָרָבְאַ רמַאָ
 םהֶבָּ דיעִמֵ ימִ םלָוֹע לשֶׁ וֹנוֹבּרִ
 רמַאָ ,Mתֶרָוֹתּ תאֶ וּרבְעָשֶׁ לאֵרָשְׂיִבְּ
 ,לאֵרָשְׂיִבְּ םהֶבָּ דיעִתָוְ הרָוֹת אֹבתָּ וֹל
 הּלָ רמַאָ ,ןהֶבָּ דיעִהָלְ הרָוֹת האָבָּ דיָּמִ
 ןהֶבָּ דיעִהָלְ האָבָּ תְּאַ יתִּבִּ םהָרָבְאַ
 ןיאֵוְ 7יִתַוֹצְמִ לעַ וּרבְעָשֶׁ לאֵרָשְׂיִבְּ
 םוֹי ירִכְזִ ,ינַפָּמִ םינִפָּ תשֶׁבּ 7לָ
 לכָּ לעַ אוּה 7וּרבָּ שׁוֹדקָּהַ 7רֵיזִחֱהֶשֶׁ
 דעַ 7לֵבְּקַלְ וּצרָ אֹלוְ ןוֹשׁלָוְ המָּאֻ
 7תָוֹא וּלבְּקִוְ ינַיסִ רהַלְ ינַבָ וּאבָּשֶׁ
 דיעִהָלְ האָבָּ תְּאַ ושָׁכְעַוְ ,7וּדבְּכִוְ
 העָמְשָּׁשֶׁ ןוָיכֵּ .םתָרָצָ םוֹיבְּ םהֶבָּ
 אֹלוְ דחָאֶ דצַלְ הדָמְעָ 7כָ הרָוֹתּ
 ...ןהֶבָּ הדָיעִהֵ
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Immediately, Abraham began speaking before the Holy One 
blessed be He and said: ‘Master of the universe, at one hundred 
years You gave me a son. When he achieved cognition and was 
a thirty-seven-year-old young man, You said to me: Sacrifice 
him as a burnt-offering before Me. I became like a cruel person 
to him and had no mercy on him. Rather, I, myself, bound him. 
Will You not remember this on my behalf and have mercy on 
my descendants?’ 
Isaac began and said: ‘Master of the universe, when my father 
said to me: “God, Himself, will see to the lamb for a burnt 
offering, my son” (Genesis 22:8), I did not delay fulfillment of 
Your words, and I was bound willingly upon the altar and 
extended my neck under the knife. Will You not remember this 
on my behalf and have mercy on my descendants?’ 

Jacob began and said: ‘Master of the universe, did I not remain 
in Laban’s house for twenty years? When I departed from his 
house, the wicked Esau encountered me and sought to kill my 
children, and I endangered my life on their behalf. Now they 
are delivered into the hand of their enemies like sheep to 
slaughter after I raised them like chicks and suffered the travails 
of child raising on their behalf, as most of my days I 
experienced great suffering for their sake. Will You not now 
remember this on my behalf to have mercy on my descendants?’ 

Moses began and said: ‘Master of the universe, was I not a loyal 
shepherd over Israel for forty years? I ran before them like a 
horse in the wilderness, yet when the time came for them to 
enter the land, You decreed against me that my bones would fall 
in the wilderness. Now that they have been exiled you sent to 
me to lament them and weep over them.’  

This is the parable that people say: From the goodness of my 
master it is not good for me, and from his evil it is bad for me… 

Immediately, Moses went and Jeremiah was before him, until 
they reached the rivers of Babylon. They saw Moses and said to 
each other: ‘The son of Amram has come from his grave to 
redeem us from the hand of our adversaries!’  

A Divine Voice emerged and said: ‘It is a decree from before 
Me.’ Immediately, Moses said to them: ‘My children, to return 
you is impossible, as the decree has already been issued. Rather, 
the Omnipresent will return you speedily.’… 

 Gוּרבָּ שׁוֹדקָּהַ ינֵפְלִ םהָרָבְאַ חתַפָּ דיָּמִ
 הנָשָׁ האָמֵלְ םלָוֹע לשֶׁ וֹנוֹבּרִ רמַאָוְ אוּה
 היָהָוְ וֹתּעְדַּ לעַ דמַעָשֶׁכְוּ ,ןבֵּ ילִ תָּתַנָ
 תָּרְמַאָ םינִשָׁ עבַשֶׁוָ םישִׁלשְׁ ןבֶּ רוּחבָּ
 וילָעָ יתִישֵׂעֲנַוְ ,ינַפָלְ הלָוֹע וּהלֵעֲהַ ילִ
 ינִאֲ אלָּאֶ ,וילָעָ יתִּמְחַרִ אֹלוְ ירִזָכְאַכְּ
 ילִ רכֹּזְתִ אֹלוְ ,וֹתוֹא יתִּתְפַכָּ ימִצְעַבְּ
 ?ינַבָּ לעַ םחֵרַתְ אֹלוְ תאֹז
 ,םלָוֹע לשֶׁ וֹנוֹבּרִ רמַאָוְ קחָצְיִ חתַפָּ
 :)ח ,בכ תישארב( אבָּאַ ילִ רמַאָשֶׁכְּ
 אֹל ,ינִבְּ הלָעֹלְ השֶֹּׂהַ וֹלּ האֶרְיִ םיהִ_אֱ
 יבִּלִ ןוֹצרְבִּ יתִּדְקַעֱנֶוְ aירֶבָדְּ לעַ יתִּבְכַּעִ
 ירִאוָּצַ תאֶ יתִּטְשַׁפָוּ חַבֵּזְמִּהַ יבֵּגַּ לעַ
 אֹלוְ תאֹז ילִ רכֹּזְתִ אֹלוְ ,ןיכִּסַּהַ תחַתַּ
  ?ינַבָּ לעַ םחֵרַתְ
 אֹל ,םלָוֹע לשֶׁ וֹנוֹבּרִ רמַאָוְ בקֹעֲיַ חתַפָּ
 ,ןבָלָ תיבֵבְּ יתִּדְמַעָ הנָשָׁ םירִשְׂעֶ
 עשָׁרָהָ ושָׂעֵ יבִּ עגַפָּ וֹתיבֵּמִ יתִאצָיָּשֶׁכְוּ
 ימִצְעַ יתִּרְסַמָוּ ינַבָּ תאֶ גרֹהֲלַ שׁקֵּבִוּ
 דיַבְּ וּרסְמְנִ ושָׁכְעַוְ ,םהֶילֵעֲ התָימִלְ
 רחַאַלְ ,החָבְטִלְ ןאֹצּכַּ םהֶיבֵיְוֹא
 םילִוֹגנְרְתַּ לשֶׁ םיחִוֹרפְאֶכְּ םיתִּלְדַּגִּשֶׁ
 יכִּ ,םינִבָּ לוּדּגִּ רעַצַ םהֶילֵעֲ יתִּלְבַסָוְ
 ,םרָוּבעֲבַּ לוֹדגָּ רעַצַבְּ יתִייִהָ ימַיָ ברֹ
 לעַ םחֵרַלְ תאֹז ילִ רכֹּזְתִ אֹל התָּעַוְ
 ?ינַבָּ
 אֹל ,םלָוֹע לשֶׁ וֹנוֹבּרִ רמַאָוְ השֶׁמ חתַפָּ
 םיעִבָּרְאַ לאֵרָשְׂיִ לעַ יתִייִהָ ןמָאֱנֶ העֶוֹר
 ,רבָּדְמִּבַּ סוּסכְּ םהֶינֵפְלִ יתִּצְרַוְ הנָשָׁ
 ילַעָ תָּרְזַגָּ ץרֶאָלָ וּסנְכָּיִּשֶׁ ןמַזְ עַיגִּהִשֶׁכְוּ
 וּלגָּשֶׁ ושָׁכְעַוְ ,יתַוֹמצְעַ וּלפְּיִ רבָּדְמִּבַּ
 וּהזֶ ,םהֶילֵעֲ תוֹכּבְלִוְ דפֹּסְלִ ילִ תָּחְלַשָׁ
 בוּטּמִ םדָאָ ינֵבְּ םירִמְוֹאשֶׁ לשָׁמָּהַ
 ...ילִ ערַ וֹתעָרָמֵוּ ילִ בוֹט אֹל ינִוֹדאֲ
 דעַ ,וינָפָלְ היָמְרְיִוְ השֶׁמ Gלַהָ דיָּמִ
 השֶׁמלְ וּהוּארָ ,לבֶבָּ תוֹרהֲנַלְ וּעיגִּהִשֶׁ
 וֹרבְקִּמִ םרָמְעַ ןבֶּ אבָּ הזֶלָ הזֶ וּרמְאָוְ
 לוֹק תבַּ התָצְיָ ,וּנירֵצָ דיַּמִ וּניתֵוֹדפְלִ
  .ינַפָלְּמִ איהִ הרָזֵגְּ הרָמְאָוְ
 ריזִחֲהַלְ ינַבָּ השֶׁמ םהֶלָ רמַאָ דיָּמִ
 ,הרָזֵגְּ הרָזְגְנִ רבָכְּשֶׁ רשָׁפְאֶ יאִ םכֶתְאֶ
 הרָהֵמְבִּ םכֶתְאֶ ריזִחֲיַ םוֹקמָּהַ אלָּאֶ
 …םתָוֹא חַינִּהִוְ
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When Moses came to the patriarchs of the world, they said to 
him: ‘What have the enemies done to our descendants?’ He said: 
‘Some of them they killed, some of them they tied their hands 
behind them, some of them were bound in iron chains, some of 
them were stripped naked, some of them died on the way and 
their carcasses were left for the bird of the heavens and the 
animals of the earth, and some of them were cast in the sun 
hungry and thirsty.’  

Immediately, they all began weeping and lamenting: ‘Woe over 
what has befallen our children! How have you become like 
orphans without a father; how do you lie in the afternoon and 
in the summer without garment and without covering; how 
have you walked on mountains and on gravel with shoes 
removed and without sandals; how have you carried bundles 
filled with sand; how have your hands been bound behind you; 
how have you been unable to swallow even the spittle in your 
mouths?’… 

He also said before Him: ‘Master of the universe, You wrote in 
Your Torah: “An ox or a sheep, it and its offspring you shall not 
slaughter on one day” (Leviticus 22:28). But have they not killed 
many, many children and their mothers, and yet You are silent!’ 

At that moment, Rachel our matriarch interjected before the 
Holy One blessed be He and said: ‘Master of the universe, it is 
revealed before You that Your servant Jacob loved me 
abundantly and worked for my father seven years for me. 
When those seven years were completed and the time for my 
marriage to my husband arrived, my father plotted to exchange 
me with my sister for my husband. The matter was extremely 
difficult for me when I became aware of that plot, and I 
informed my husband and gave him a signal to distinguish 
between my sister and me so that my father would be unable to 
exchange me. Afterward, I regretted what I had done and 
suppressed my desire. I had mercy on my sister, so that she 
would not be led to humiliation. In the evening they exchanged 
me with my sister for my husband, and I transmitted to my 
sister all the signals that I had given to my husband, so that he 
would think that she is Rachel. 

Moreover, I entered beneath the bed on which he was lying 
with my sister. He would speak with her and she would be 
silent, and I would respond to each and every matter that he 

 םלָוֹעהָ תוֹבאֲ לצֶאֵ השֶׁמ אבָּשֶׁ ןוָיכֵּ
 ,וּנינֵבָבְּ םיבִיְוֹאהָ וּשׂעָ המֶ וֹל וּרמְאָ
 וּתפְכָּ םהֶמֵוּ ,וּגרְהָ םהֶמֵ ,םהֶלָ רמַאָ
 םירִוּסאֲ םהֶמֵוּ ,םהֶירֵוֹחאֲלַ םהֶידֵיְ
 ,םימִּרֻעֲ םיטִשָׁפְנִ םהֶמֵוּ ,לזֶרְבַ ילֵבְכַבְּ
 ףוֹעלְ םתָלָבְנִוְ Gרֶדֶּבַּ וּתמֵ םהֶמֵוּ
 םהֶמֵוּ ,ץרֶאָהָ תמַהֱבֶלְוּ םיִמַשָּׁהַ
  ,םיאִמֵצְוּ םיבִעֵרְ המָּחַלַ םיכִלָשְׁמֻ
 יוַ תוֹניקִבְּ וּננְוֹקוְ וּכבָוּ םלָּכֻּ וּחתְפָּ דיָּמִ
 ימֵתְיַכְּ ןוּתיוֵהֲ יכֵיהֵ ,ןנַבְלִ אטָמְדִּ לעַ
 ארָהֲיטִבְּ ןוּתיכִמַדְּ יכֵיהֵ ,אבָּאַ אלָבְּ
 יכֵיהֵ .וּסכְ אלָבְוּ אשָׁוּבלְ אלָבְּ אטָייְקַבְוּ
 ינֵאסָמְ יצֵילִחֲ יצֵצָחֲבַוּ ירֵוּטבְּ ןוּתיגֵּסַ
 ילֵבְוֹמ ןוּתינִעֲטַ יכֵיהֵ .אלָדְּנְסַ אֹלבְוּ
 ןוּתיפִכְּ ןוֹכידֵיְ וֹוהֲ יכֵיהֵ ,אלָחָדְּ ינֵוּעטְ
 אקָוֹר ןוּתּעְלַבְּ אלָ יכֵיהֵ ,ןוֹכירֵוֹחאֲלַ
 …ןוֹכימֵוּפבְּ
 ,םלָוֹע לשֶׁ וֹנוֹבּרִ וינָפָלְ רמַאָ דוֹעוְ
 :)חכ ,בכ ארקיו( aתְרָוֹתבְּ תָּבְתַכָּ
 וּטחֲשְׁתִ אֹל וֹנבְּ תאֶוְ וֹתאֹ השֶׂ וֹא רוֹשׁוְ
 םינִבָּ וּגרְהָ רבָכְּ אֹלהֲוַ ,דחָאֶ םוֹיבְּ
 .קתֵוֹשׁ התָּאַוְ המָּכַוְ המָּכַּ םהֶיתֵוֹמּאִוְ
 ינֵפְלִ וּנמֵּאִ לחֵרָ הצָפְקָ העָשָׁ הּתָוֹאבְּ
 לשֶׁ וֹנוֹבּרִ הרָמְאָוְ אוּה Gוּרבָּ שׁוֹדקָּהַ
 aדְּבְעַ בקֹעֲיַּשֶׁ aינֶפָלְ יוּלגָּ ,םלָוֹע
 ילִיבִשְׁבִּ דבַעָוְ הרָתֵיְ הבָהֲאַ ינִּבַהָאֲ
 ןתָוֹא וּמילִשְׁהִשֶׁכְוּ ,םינִשָׁ עבַשֶׁ אבָּאַלְ
 ,ילִעְבַלְ יאַוּשֹּׂנִ ןמַזְ עַיגִּהִוְ םינִשָׁ עבַשֶׁ
 ליבִשְׁבִּ ילִעְבַלְ ינִפֵילִחְהַלְ יבִאָ ץעַיָ
 יכִּ דאֹמְ דעַ רבָדָּהַ ילַעָ השָׁקְהֻוְ ,יתִוֹחאֲ
 ילִעְבַלְ יתִּעְדַוֹהוְ ,הצָעֵהָ ילִ העָדְוֹנ
 ןיבֵוּ ינִיבֵּ ריכִּיַּשֶׁ ןמָיסִ וֹל יתִּרְסַמָוּ
 ,ינִפֵילִחֲהַלְ יבִאָ לכַוּי אֹלשֶׁ ידֵכְּ יתִוֹחאֲ
 תאֶ יתִּלְבַסָוְ ימִצְעַבְּ יתִּמְחַנִ ןכֵּ רחַאַלְוּ
 אצֵתֵ אֹלשֶׁ יתִוֹחאֲ לעַ יתִּמְחַרִוְ יתִוָאֲתַּ
 ילִעְבַלְ יתִוֹחאֲ וּפלְּחִ ברֶעֶלָוְ ,הפָּרְחֶלְ
 ןינִמָיסִּהַ לכָּ יתִוֹחאֲלַ יתִּרְסַמָוּ ,ילִיבִשְׁבִּ
 רוּבסָ אהֵיְשֶׁ ידֵכְּ ,ילִעְבַלְ יתִּרְסַמָּשֶׁ
  .לחֵרָ איהִשֶׁ
 הטָּמִּהַ תחַתַּ יתִּסְנַכְנִּשֶׁ אלָּאֶ דוֹע אֹלוְ

 רבֵּדַמְ היָהָוְ יתִוֹחאֲ םעִ בכֵוֹשׁ היָהָשֶׁ
 לעַ וּתּבַישִׁמְ ינִאֲוַ תקֶתֶוֹשׁ איהִוְ הּמָּעִ
 לוֹקלְ ריכִּיַ אֹלשֶׁ ידֵכְּ ,רבָדָוְ רבָדָּ לכָּ
 יתִאנֵּקִ אֹלוְ ,הּמָּעִ דסֶחֶ יתִּלְמַגָוְ יתִוֹחאֲ
 ינִאֲ המָוּ .הפָּרְחֶלְ הָיתִאצֵוֹה אֹלוְ הּבָּ
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said, so that he would not identify my sister’s voice. I performed 
an act of kindness for her, I was not jealous of her, and I did not 
lead her to humiliation. If I, who is flesh and blood, was not 
jealous of my rival, and I did not lead her to humiliation and 
shame, You who are a living and eternal merciful King, why 
were You jealous of idol worship that has no substance, and 
You exiled my descendants, and they were killed by sword, and 
the enemies did to them as they pleased?’  

Immediately, the mercy of the Holy One blessed be He was 
aroused and He said: ‘For you, Rachel, I will restore Israel to its 
place.’ That is what is written: “So said the Lord: A voice is 
heard in Rama, wailing, bitter weeping. Rachel is weeping for 
her children; she refuses to be consoled for her children, as they 
are not” (Jeremiah 31:14). And it is written: “So said the Lord: 
Restrain your voice from weeping, and your eyes from tears, as 
there is reward for your actions.… And there is hope for your 
future, the utterance of the Lord, and your children will return 
to their borders” (Jeremiah 31:15–16). 

 יתִאנֵּקִ אֹל רפֶאֵוָ רפָעָ םדָוָ רשָׂבָּ ינִאֲשֶׁ
 השָׁוּבלְ הָיתִאצֵוֹה אֹלוְ ילִּשֶׁ הרָצָּלַ
 ,ןמָחֲרַ ,םיָּקַוְ יחַ Gלֶמֶ התָּאַוְ ,הפָּרְחֶלְוּ
 ןיאֵשֶׁ םיבִכָוֹכּ תדַוֹבעֲלַ תָאנֵקִ המָ ינֵפְּמִ
 ברֶחֶבַּ וּגרְהֶנֶוְ ינַבָּ תָילֵגְהִוְ ,שׁמָּמַ הּבָּ
 .םנָוֹצרְכִּ םבָּ םיבִיְוֹא וּשׂעָוְ
 Gוּרבָּ שׁוֹדקָּהַ לשֶׁ וימָחֲרַ וּלגְּלְגַּתְנִ דיָּמִ
 ריזִחֲמַ ינִאֲ לחֵרָ Gלֵיבִשְׁבִּ ,רמַאָוְ אוּה
 ביתִכְדִ אוּה אדָהֲ ,ןמָוֹקמְלִ לאֵרָשְׂיִ תאֶ
 לוֹק 'ה רמַאָ הכֹּ :)וט ,אל הימרי(
 לחֵרָ םירִוּרמְתַ יכִבְּ יהִנְ עמָשְׁנִ המָרָבְּ
 הָינֶבָּ לעַ םחֵנָּהִלְ הנָאֲמֵ הָינֶבָּ לעַ הכָּבַמְ
 הכֹּ :)זט ,אל הימרי( ביתִכְוּ .וּנּנֶיאֵ יכִּ
 Gיִנַיעֵוְ יכִבֶּמִ Gלֵוֹק יעִנְמִ 'ה רמַאָ
 ,'וגו Gתֵלָּעֻפְלִ רכָשָׂ שׁיֵ יכִּ העָמְדִּמִ
 הוָקְתִּ שׁיֵוְ :)זי ,אל הימרי( ביתִכְוּ
 .םלָוּבגְלִ םינִבָ וּבשָׁוְ 'ה םאֻנְ Gתֵירִחֲאַלְ

 
3. Bereshit Rabbah 73:4 

 התָיְהָ האָלֵ תאֶ וֹל ןינִתְוֹנ וּיהָשֶׁ העָשָׁבְּ ,הּתָוֹחאֲלַ הּתָקָיתִשְׁ ,הּלָ רכַזָ הרָיכִזְּ המַ ,)בכ ,ל תישארב( לחֵרָ תאֶ םיהִ_אֱ רכֹּזְיִּוַ
  .תקֶתֶוֹשׁוְ תעַדַוֹי

“Now God remembered Rachel [God heeded her and opened her womb]” (Gen. 30:22). What did 
God remember for her? Her silence on her sister’s behalf. In that moment that they gave Leah to 
him, she knew and was silent. Therefore, God remembered Rachel. 
 
4. Bereshit Rabbah 82:10 

 אלָּאֶ ,תרָפְאֶ Gרֶדֶבְּ לחֵרָ תאֶ רבֹּקְלִ בקֹעֲיַ וּניבִאָ האָרָ המָ ,תרָפְאֶ Gרֶדֶבְּ רבֵקָּתִּוַ לחֵרָ תמָתָּוַ :)טי ,הל תישארב( ,רחֵאַ רבָדָּ
 ביתִכְדִ אוּה אדָהֲ ,םימִחֲרַ םהֶילֵעֲ תשֶׁקֶּבַמְ אהֵתְּשֶׁ ידֵכְּ םשָׁ הּרָבָקְ Gכָיפִלְ ,םשָׁ רבֹעֲלַ תוֹדיתִעֲ תוֹיּלֻגָּהַשֶׁ וּניבִאָ בקֹעֲיַ הפָצָ
 .הָינֶבָּ לעַ הכָּבַמְ לחֵרָ םירִוּרמְתַ יכִבְּ יהִנְ עמָשְׁנִ המָרָבְּ לוֹק :)די ,אל הימרי(

Another matter, “Rachel died, and was buried on the way to Efrat” – what did Jacob see that led him 
to bury Rachel on the way to Efrat? It is because Jacob foresaw that the exiles were destined to pass 
there. This is why he buried her there, so she would ask for mercy upon them. That is what is 
written: “A voice is heard in Rama, wailing, bitter weeping, Rachel weeping for her children” 
(Jeremiah 31:15). 
 


