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Torah in Motion 5786: History of the Korban Pesach - Is Jewish Law about Logic or Tradition

R’ Sofia Freudenstein (sofiayfreudenstein@gmail.com), translation by Rabbi Mishael Zion

Talmud Bavli Pesahim 66a

Yerushalmi Pesahim 6:1, 33a

e Part A: How Hillel Becomes Nasi
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Our sages have taught: This law was concealed from Bnei Betera.
Once the fourteenth [day of Nisan] fell on the Sabbath. They
forgot and did not know whether the Pesach supersedes the
Sabbath or not. Bnei Betera said: Is there anyone here who knows
whether the Pesach supersedes the Sabbath or not?
They said to Bnei Betera: There is one man who came up from
Babylonia, and Hillel the Babylonian is his name. He served the
two great men of the generation, Shemaya and Avtalion, and he
knows whether the Pesach supersedes the Sabbath or not.
Bnei Betera sent and called for him.
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Bnei Betera said to Hillel: Do you know whether the Pesach
supersedes the Sabbath or not?
Hillel said to them: Do we only have one Pesach during the year
that supersedes the Sabbath? Do we not have many more that
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This law was concealed from the elders of Betera.

Once the fourteenth [day of Nisan] fell on the Sabbath, and the
elders of Betera did not know whether the Pesach supersedes the
Sabbath or not.

They said: There is here a certain Babylonian named Hillel, who
served Shemaya and Avtalion.

He knows whether the Pesach supersedes the Sabbath or not.
Perhaps something good will come from him!?

Hillel said to the [Elders of Betera]: Do we have but one Pesach
alone throughout the whole year that supersedes the Sabbath? Do
not many Pesachim throughout the year supersede the Sabbath?
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two hundred Pesachim during the year that supersede the
Sabbath?”
Bnei Betera said to Hillel: How do you know this?
Hillel said to them: It says “at its appointed time” (Num 29:2) in
connection with the Regular [sacrifice], and it says “at its
appointed time” (Num 9:3) in connection with the Pesach. Just as
“at its appointed time” (Num 29:2) [teaches that] the Regular
sacrifice supersedes the Sabbath, so “at its appointed time” (Num
9:3) [teaches that] the Pesach supersedes the Sabbath.
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Also, it can be deduced qal va-homer (9:ym %p): (If the Regular
[sacrifice], for which one is
not punished with excision (n73), supersedes the Sabbath, then
the Pesach, for which one is
punished with excision (n73) —is it not logical that it supersedes
the Sabbath?”
Immediately they seated him at the head and appointed him
Nasi over them, and he expounded the laws of the Pesach
throughout the day.

They [the elders of Betera] said: We already said - what good
could come from you...

Hillel started to expound [the law] for them based on a topical
analogy (hegesh), an inference [qal va-homer] and a gezeira
shava.

[From a topical analogy [wp'T]: Since the Regular [sacrifice] is a

communal sacrifice that

supersedes the Sabbath, so too the Pesach is a communal sacrifice
that supersedes the

Sabbath.]

From a gal va-homer [921m 92]: If the Regular [sacrifice], for
which one is not subject [to the

punishment of] excision, supersedes the Sabbath, then the
Pesach, for which one is [subject

to the punishment] of excision, —is it not logical that it supersede
the Sabbath?

From a gezeira shava [1w 371'1]:Just as the Regular [sacrifice], in
connection with which its

says “at its appointed time” (Num 29:2), supersedes the Sabbath,
so too the Pesach, in

connection with which it says “at its appointed time” (Num 9:3),
supersedes the Sabbath.

They said to him: Did we think that nothing good would come
from a Babylonian!

The topical analogy that you stated can be refuted: What you say

of the Regular sacrifice,
which has a limit [of two per day], you cannot say [=apply to] the
Pesach, which has no limit
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[in the number that may be offered.]

The qal va-homer that you stated can be refuted: What you say
of the Regular [sacrifice],

which is of the Most Holy [class of] sacrifices, you cannot say of
the Pesach, which is of the

Lesser Holy sacrifices.

The gezeira shava that you stated —one may not create a gezeira

shava from his own study

Even though he [Hillel] was sitting and expounding for them
the whole day, the Elders of Betera did not accept it [the ruling]
from him until he said to them: May [harm] befall me if I did not
learn thus from Shemaya and Avtalion.

As soon as the Elders of Betera heard that from him they rose
and appointed him Nasi over them.

o  What is it about Hillel that gets him to be the Nasi?

o  What is it about Hillel that gets him to be the Nasi?
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Hillel began to rebuke them [Bnei Beteira] with words.

He said to them: What caused it that I should come up from
Babylonia and that I should be the Nasi over you? Your laziness,
that you did not serve the two great men of the generation,
Shemaya and Avtalion.

e Part B: Hillel Rebukes
As soon as they appointed him Nasi over them he began to
rebuke them with words, saying: What caused your need for this
Babylonian [=me]? Is it not that you did not serve the two great

men of the world, Shemaya and Avtalion, who were dwelling
with you?

As soon as he rebuked them with words the law was concealed
from him.

e  Why do you think Hillel is talking like this to Bnei Betera?

e  Why do you think the law was concealed from him?

e Part C: If They Are Not Prophets, They Are the Sons of

Prophets
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e Part C: If They Are Not Prophets, They Are the Sons of
Prophets
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They said to him: Master: If one forgot and did not bring a knife
on the eve of the Sabbath, what [is the law]?
He said to them: This law I heard and forgot. But leave Israel
be. If they are not prophets, they are the sons of prophets.
The next day, he whose Pesach was a lamb stuck it [the knife] in
its wool. He whose Pesach was a kid [goat], stuck it between its
horns.
Hillel saw the act and remembered the law and said: Thus I
received the tradition from the mouth of Shemaya and Avtalion.

They said to him: What will we do for the people—they did not
bring their knives?

He said to them: This law I heard and forgot. But leave Israel
be. If they are not prophets, they are the sons of prophets.
Immediately, he whose Pesach was a lamb stuck it [the knife] in
its hair. He whose Pesach was a kid tied it between its horns. It
turned out that their Pesachim brought their knives with them.

As soon as he saw the event he remembered the law, he said:
Thus I learned from Shemaya and Avtalion.

e  What do you think it means to be the “sons of prophets”?

e  What do you think it means to be the “sons of prophets”?

Tosefta Pesachim 4:11
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One time the fourteenth [of Nissan] fell on the Sabbath and [the people] asked Hillel the Elder, does the Passover offering override
the Sabbath? He said to them, "Do we only have one Passover offering a year that overrides the Sabbath? [Rather,] we have more than
three hundred 'Passover offerings' (i.e., the various sacrifices that are brought throughout the year) that override the Sabbath." The
entire Temple Courtyard crowded around him. He said to them, "Just as the Tamid is a communal sacrifice that overrides the
Sabbath, so too the Passover offering is a communal sacrifice that overrides the Sabbath. And another thing, it is said regarding the
Tamid (Num. 28:2), 'its appointed time' and it is [also] said regarding Passover offering (Num. 9:2) 'its appointed time'; thus just as the
Tamid as to which it is said 'its appointed time' overrides the Sabbath, so too the Passover offering as to which it is [also] said 'its
appointed time' must also override the Sabbath. And moreover, [the matter may be further proven by] a kol v’chomer (a logical
deduction): If the Tamid, which does not render one liable for excommunication [by failing to perform it] overrides the Sabbath, is it
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not logical that the Passover offering, which does render one liable for excommunication [by failing to perform it] must also override
the Sabbath? And moreover, I received this tradition from my teachers that Passover overrides the Sabbath, and not [just] the first
Passover but [also] the second Passover, and not [just] a Passover offering brought by the community, but also a Passover offering
brought by an individual."

They said to him, "What should be done about the people that did not bring knives or Passover offerings to consecrate [because they
did not know that the Passover offering overrides the Sabbath]?" He said to them, "Leave it to them, [since] the Holy Spirit is upon
them. If they are not prophets, they are the children of prophets." What the Israelites did at that moment was that whoever brought a
lamb for his Passover offering lodged [his knife] in its wool, [and whoever brought a] kid goat, he tied [his knife] between its horns,
and thus they brought knives and Passover offerings to consecrate, and they slaughtered their Passover offerings. And on that day,
they appointed Hillel as the Nasi and he taught them all the laws of Passover.
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