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Why Yonah Runs: A Close Reading of Sefer Yonah
Perek 1: The Reluctant Prophet - Why Yonah Says No

1. Sefer Yonah, Perek Alef

(1) Now the word of the LORD came
unto Jonah the son of Amittai, saying:
(2) ‘Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city,
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and proclaim against it; for their
wickedness is come up before Me.' (3)
But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish
from the presence of the LORD; and he
went down to Joppa, and found a ship
going to Tarshish; so he paid the fare
thereof, and went down into it, to go
with them unto Tarshish, from the
presence of the LORD. (4) But the LORD
hurled a great wind into the sea, and
there was a mighty tempest in the sea,
so that the ship was like to be broken.
(5) And the mariners were afraid, and
cried every man unto his god; and they
cast forth the wares that were in the
ship into the sea, to lighten it unto
them. But Jonah was gone down into
the innermost parts of the ship; and he
lay, and was fast asleep. (6) So the
shipmaster came to him, and said unto
him: 'What meanest thou that thou
sleepest? arise, call upon thy God, if so
be that God will think upon us, that we
perish not.' (7) And they said every one
to his fellow: 'Come, and let us cast lots,
that we may know for whose cause this
evil is upon us.' So they cast lots, and
the lot fell upon Jonah. (8) Then said
they unto him: 'Tell us, we pray thee, for
whose cause this evil is upon us: what is
thine occupation? and whence comest
thou? what is thy country? and of what
people art thou?' (9) And he said unto
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them: 'T am an Hebrew; and I fear the
LORD, the God of heaven, who hath
made the sea and the dry land.' (10)
Then were the men exceedingly afraid,
and said unto him: 'What is this that
thou hast done?' For the men knew that
he fled from the presence of the LORD,
because he had told them. (11) Then said
they unto him: 'What shall we do unto
thee, that the sea may be calm unto us?'
for the sea grew more and more
tempestuous. (12) And he said unto
them: "Take me up, and cast me forth
into the sea; so shall the sea be calm
unto you; for I know that for my sake
this great tempest is upon you.' (13)
Nevertheless the men rowed hard to
bring it to the land; but they could not;
for the sea grew more and more
tempestuous against them. (14)
Wherefore they cried unto the LORD,
and said: 'We beseech Thee, O LORD,
we beseech Thee, let us not perish for
this man's life, and lay not upon us
innocent blood; for Thou, O LORD, hast
done as it pleased Thee. (15) So they
took up Jonah, and cast him forth into
the sea; and the sea ceased from its
raging. (16) Then the men feared the
LORD exceedingly; and they offered a
sacrifice unto the LORD, and made
VOWS.
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I. Why does Yonah run away?

before G-d's presence - 1a%n e
before G-d -1an e




2. Melachim Alef 1711 (I Kings 17:1)

(1) And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of
the settlers of Gilead, said unto Ahab:
‘As the LORD, the God of Israel, liveth,
before whom I stand, there shall not be

dew nor rain these years, but according

to my word.
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3. Rashi on Yonah 1:3:1

...Now what did Jonah see that he did
not wish to go to Nineveh? He said,
“The gentiles are quick to repent.
Should I prophesy to them and they
repent, [ will be found condemning
Israel, who do not heed the words of
the prophets.” (Mechilta, Exodus 12:1)
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4. Mekhilta DeRabbi Yishmael,
Parashat Bo, Petichta

Jonah insisted upon the honor due the
son but did not insist upon the honor
due the Father, as it is said, But Jonah
rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the
presence of the Lord (Jonah 1:3). What
is written about him? And the word of
the Lord came to Jonah the second
time, saying (ibid. 3:1). He spoke with
him a second time, but did not speak
with him a third time.

,N2 W19 HNynw? 221 T XNYan 4
NNN*No

ANNIY ,AND T2 XD) 120 7122 yan nae
— (X,2 1) "My N2 OX "N 1271
NI WY iRy 12T My

5. Abarbanel on Yonah 11

...And Yonah did not want to go,
because he knew Assyria would in the
future do wickedness to Israel, and he
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was disgusted by helping Assyria and

Nineveh, and therefore he ran away.
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6. Melachim Bet 14:23-28 (II Kings
14:23-28)

(23) In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the
son of Joash king of Judah Jeroboam the
son of Joash king of Israel began to
reign in Samaria, and reigned forty and
one years. (24) And he did that which
was evil in the sight of the LORD; he
departed not from all the sins of
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, wherewith
he made Israel to sin. (25) He restored
the border of Israel from the entrance
of Hamath unto the sea of the Arabah,
according to the word of the LORD, the
God of Israel, which He spoke by the
hand of His servant Jonah the son of
Amittai, the prophet, who was of
Gath-hepher. (26) For the LORD saw the
affliction of Israel, that it was very
bitter; for there was none shut up nor
left at large, neither was there any
helper for Israel. (27) And the LORD said
not that He would blot out the name of
Israel from under heaven; but He saved
them by the hand of Jeroboam the son
of Joash. (28) Now the rest of the acts of
Jeroboam, and all that he did, and his
might, how he warred, and how he
recovered Damascus, and Hamath, for
Judah in Israel, are they not written in
the book of the chronicles of the kings
of Israel.
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I1. Yonah and the sailors

7. Growth of the sailors
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In their frlght the sailors cried out, each to his own god
(Yonah 1:5)
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The men were greatly terrified, and they asked him, “What have you done?” And

when the men learned that he was fleeing from GOD’s service—for so he told

them—

(Yonah 1:10)
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The men feared GOD greatly, they offered a sacrifice to GOD and they made
VOWS.

(Yonah 1:16)
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placed him [into the sea] until his navel,
and the sea stopped from its fury. They
[then] took him back towards them, and
it stormed against them. They placed
him completely [in the sea, and] the sea
was immediately quiet from its fury, as
it is stated (Jonah 1:15), “So they took up




Jonah, and cast him forth into the sea;
and the sea ceased from its raging”

9. Captain of the sailors

King of Nineveh
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The captain went over to him and cried
out, “How can you be sleeping so
soundly! Up, call upon your god!
Perhaps the god will be kind to us and
we will not perish.

(Yonah 1:6)

TN Nb1 19

19X N0 2Y) DOOXD DNY) N yTi 0
) 12K N9)
Who knows but that God may turn and
relent? [God] may turn back from
wrathfulness, so that we do not perish.
(Yonah 3:9)

Repent/turn to worship G-d

Repent

Yonah causes both to happen (directly/indirectly) against his will

II1. Further learning
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e Uriel Simon, JPS Bible Commentary - Jonah
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TaC3TepYSh4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RAGm0tizWfk&t=888s

