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Yaakov Avinu’s Biography – The Early Years 

 

Parashat Toledot – Chap. 25 

1) Born with his older twin Esav 

2) Buys the rights of the firstborn from Esav in exchange for stew 

 

Chap. 27-28 

3) On the advice of Rivka, tricks Yitzchak so that he will bless him instead of his brother 

4) Flees to his uncle’s home in Charan to save himself from the infuriated Esav 

 

Parashat Vayetzei – Chap. 28 

5) On the way to Charan, dreams of angels on a ladder to the heavens, and Hashem blesses him 

 

Chap. 29-30 

6) Works for seven years so that he can marry Rachel, but Lavan gives him his Leah instead 

7) Marries Rachel too, in exchange for another seven years of work 

8) His wives bear a daughter and eleven sons 

9) Becomes rich through his earnings from an agreement with Lavan 

 

Chap. 31 

10) Flees Lavan’s home with his wives and children, to return to Canaan 

 

Parashat Vayishlach – Chap, 32-33 

11) Nearing Canaan, prepares for confrontation with Esav, but at the end they part in peace 

12) In the midst of #11, fights alone with a mysterious man (who is fact an angel), and wins 

 

Chap. 34 

13) His daughter Dinah is raped by Shechem, and his sons avenge her in battle 

 

Chap. 35 

14) Hashem changes his name to Yisrael, and blesses him again 

15) Rachel dies while bearing another son, and he buries her 
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Chap. 28 

He said, “This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of Heaven.” 
. . . He named the place Beit El, though Luz was the city's original name. 

 

Chap. 29-30 

Leah became pregnant and bore a boy, and she named him Reuven, for she said 
. . . 

She said . . . and she named him Shimon. 

She said, "This time my husband will become joined to me, for I have borne him 
three children" – therefore he named him Levi. 

She said . . . therefore she named him Yehudah. 

Rachel said . . . therefore she named him Dan. 

Rachel said . . . and she named him Naphtali. 

Leah said . . . and she named him Gad. 

Leah said . . . and she named him Asher. 

Leah said . . . and she named him Yissachar. 

Leah said . . . and she named him Zevulun. 

She named her Dinah. 

She [Rachel] said . . . and she named him Yosef, saying . . . 

 

Chap. 31 

Lavan called it Yegar Sahaduta, and Yaakov called it Gal`ed. 

 

Chap. 32 

Yaakov said when he saw them, “This is an encampment of God” –  and he named 
the place Machanayim. 

Yaakov named the place Peniel, because “I saw God face-to-face [panim] and my 
life was saved.” 

 

 



Chap. 33 

Yaakov traveled to Sukkot and built himself a house, and for his livestock he built 
huts – therefore he named the place Sukkot. 

Yaakov set up an altar there, and he called it E-l E-lohei Yisrael. 

 

Chap. 35 

Yaakov arrived in Luz in Canaan, which is Beit El. . . . He built there an altar, and 
he called the place El Beit El. 

Devorah, Rivkah’s nurse, died, and she was buried below Beit El under the oak 
tree, and he named it Alon Bakhut [“oak of weeping”]. 

 

Yaakov named the place at which God spoke with him Beit El. 

As her soul was leaving her, for she was dying, she named him Ben-Oni [“son of 
my sorrow”], and his father named him Binyamin. 

Yaakov set up a monument on her grave – this is the monument of the gravesite 
of Rachel until today. 

 

 

Chap. 48 

Yaakov said to Yosef, “God appeared to me in Luz in the land of Canaan and 
blessed me.” 

“Ephraim and Menashe will be to me like Reuven and Shimon. [But,] the children 
born to you after them will be yours – they shall be recorded under the name of 
their brothers in their inheritance [nachalah].” 

 

 

Chap. 25 

The first one came out red, all of him like a hairy cloak, and they named him Esav. 
Afterward his brother emerged, and his hand was holding on to Esav’s ankle, and 
he named him Yaakov. 

Esav said to Yaakov, “Give me some of that red, red stuff to gulp down, for I am 
tired” – therefore he named him Edom. 
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