1IN

P

£\ [N\

WAV EA%YY )

LIRS YIS ) 2

A AN/, ks .3
P\ & %

T .M I :

OHR
TORAH
STONE

BETWEEN TEARS
AND STONES

Rabbi Soloveitchik,
the Kinot and
the Archaeology of the
Churban

Torah in Motion
Tisha b’Av 5786 / 2026

RABBI DR. KATRIEL (KENNETH) BRANDER
President and Rosh HaYeshiva, Ohr Torah Stone
president@ots.org.il




(ona'@ nwnv) ar - X' 7109 DD 71D "N .1

MXIPNX X2 TROIYITIA 700 TMNDTRIX 2D 29D DX TYIRCI2 00 (XY)
07 'DM2TNX 7 D) 0 X 2T (27) xR TRIYaTX 'R DRING

[ — Esﬁ%b YN TN N2 1S NEE TR
INYDXWI YN N TG AN 7T DERT
12 =¥ mgyan ~YYm DRSR N DWND
DM IR TIPS EUINAN W Brt-aéw |
N
13 HWBN.fz OridD ~aND nurs BN ::’-m
SNy 43 ByminErt AN P 1797 (N
i3 N MDD 2213 NG N NERa
a0 13 235 SN 195 mNdna SR
Y IS AE PANIN 1WA 15 T @in
R I8 5 g 1OND N RTINS
IVIVTER NN DIOD YUN TR INTYY UIN B
TOND DY) MINUD SN 1193 NS NYDD 13 eyad
T3 PIYAN NS MENL A myEhne nons
e . N pemaaR
BTN M MIND T2 N i =
TN D213 25 B9 1 15 BN By
TR IAMNI Y NS 3% Dhmate veas
7273y 993 ovS M3 NN e r s
o TIERAT RN Yy e J
AN 139O INT Mena i myems mfi?. -

RECA Sy £ o 4

N TIny D 97T |V TVIN NdON 722 TIN'!N .2

TT2 DAY DX X ND'R+ - 20 amd an ia'? X - J2'7 990 A'mA' ANd



A9 n'wxna 3

(n) :man oa'7 1Y NIRN A7V NOSNT DA DNAY D IV T DAY 12'Y NINRONI (T)
71j7' 19N INYKI DTN XANN'1 DI'A NNY 22 1700 DX it 71 DX iynw
:ND'N 17 WX DTN X DR g X (V) Han Yy JIna DRI

exile —n71x 4

redemption —n72INa

X TIMY T QT NidN No>on 5

DY9 AIY ... NTA 2700 XAy 21 ywIa' 01 [anty [a] Aty 2™ a1l
, AN N7 1YY [I'D .DA'TAA IV D'9IXA A7 1A 1D ,0"win? "7y 1'n nnx
NN 1291 17 NAX .7nx¥n VI DR [ 17'NNn ,0'WYTEN 'WUTR NN XX'Y WIY IR
+'N 72Tna+ 12 2ANOW Din LI17 INNX 7012 DX AN 190 DAY X ?77N¥n ANX
:ATMDT ,ZN¥N X P7 (A7 MR 70021 X711 DY) 0™IY 'Yyl nnlt 27 pga Tl
'V DN D1LINDIA 2 2NIT NN DN NNIX DX DINN DTV "7 ATYNL +'Nnyw+
INXIA 2INON 27N LNIR 1Y wTpna 2NOTE YR WUTPNA ANIX 20M07 78K DNIX
YINN ATV [I'Y DD7722 D7 +'2 ndm+ :amd aniNa L nMIN Y INNIA 2T Y
X7¢ TV .07 NN NRETE 0T 1w Ty +'n anar+ D o [
'YDY ,NMIT 7¢ INNIA)Y DYPNN K7W XI'NN MU - ANIR 7Y NN antn
17 NNAX DT Y72 NN 2NT 7Y INKNIY YITR - NI 7Y INKRIA ant'yniy

....2NNN" , X2y lannnt ,xapy

noo Yv nTan .6

~I'i32j [197v ani] halri'Ecs | Inkait'Ak] ITYX A1 VYIRS A ITYYIN ')A nwy_n
DD'T'NTD IXAY TV ,07'70 INIX 72 DI¥N NX'Y'A DI90N 1'DI 712 122 ['a0N
NNNY 7Y YNy NIXMF AT VAN 12'Nia0 DY NnkXl




LMY 1N02 Ny i

1N AN DRNT MNP

ANY N2YYT 12'9X NN NRY
40D 1My MIND D N
AN X2 OV 'y 2 N'X)
470 N2 D7 INETR! T2 AN
AKX AN DTN AN

NN

N 'vn '73x D " axn

JINY T2 YNV YUY 112D
JINDTDYT XN 0inN DNQY
J1ARTAT MAT AT IR MYy
JINYROT 20 QX DNINT DYDY
JINMADY YYD 1T 120Y

N AMN ' WY

1'29INX 02 NN DN ')

19 NITH TX? 'HN3 D7 2'UN
A'MOX 7V (V1) xuit [inY7xY7 qiTIn
1")"19 '¥Ni1 20227 PR

21"292 01nd 0Iid DIPYYT XN

131197 DNy 73 Nan

11972 TN Y X Nan
11701 N2 nnn XianY
172 1ian1 n'1n'? TV
11722 n'Hna1 Mn T
1172 Ay X) vVan D)

% anp T

") 110 Ny .7
(m2iy x™) Maiy 2MynY 0 110 naY
120 "TYA "MN'YL) OIXN1 'NO
12T NIdON YN NNIdO
.22 127201 NidO
SR 1TYNT 9D 1790

ax 7D a70?

MT (2102 X™M) axa (N2 TIY X™M) 12TiY 27192

NI 2 1ITD'? AN2N 'Y
("0 x™) nuan 722%2 'x%79 TV
.NM2) N N'Yivn

-1127 K71 DDA DY

NI X DX Y Dl

D'T'0N 1¥9) MY 19 W
.D'TIO 1NYD 2T qi0 1279
.Q'Tio DA A'Y'Y XYN TN

D'T'ON NN ! MTN XD
2T A"V NYYN 1X9

TR Y Y9

12T INY ATY [i'Y D Y
NITT 'WNY 7Y 19y

MITT ThY? 222 1nnY
TR NIYY7 AY) TY

ST |2 'R "RV pux

ONID PTY

SHNY TYNI ATAIN D7 NRX
INANt IR A Oy
.':-m'u DN TiV |I'D:).;'.l ';.E_l'l'"? '"NMXY?

2NN 21Y2 ymwiaY g



[T'i7 TAA] XX WIS DN IYnY VI .8

nuN 7Y NPT NIMTA 0'7ONoNI DT YN Y NRITTA D'75noni 071y Xan

10 Y9 Inywr .9

JRA'R AR DYTLIMTAY DK P02 T AT NINAON XYUTD DO'NINXVI 0d>1"% Wi DN'NI ('I")

14. You shall see and your heart shall rejoice, Your limbs shall flourish like grass. The
power of the LORD shall be revealed In behalf of His servants; But He shall rage against
His foes.

10. Graffiti of Hope on the stones of the Kotel:
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The priestly division of Bilgah always received its portion in the south; its ring
was fixed in place, and its window was sealed.

...Others say that the penalty was imposed because the priestly division was
late in arriving for its service. The division of Yeshevav entered and served in
its place. Therefore, Bilgah always appeared to be departing, while Yeshevav

always appeared to be entering.

None of the bad neighbors received a reward except for Yeshevav, who was
Bilgah’s neighboring division and received a reward.

16. Burning Books — The Books of the Ramban (1230-1233) & then nanw "“7xw
wXa (Paris 1242) - 24 cartloads of the Talmud



ISRAEL TRAVELS

7.Caves of Arbela: The ultimate hiding place

Even Herod could not vanquish the guerrilla cave dwellers who lodged in these extremely steep cliffs atop a very
deep valley

By AVIVA AND SHMUEL BAR-AM | 27 March 2013, 2:11 am

e i

Mount Arbel fort (photo credit: Shmuel Bar-Am)

Forty-five years after my first climb up Mount Arbel, I tried it again this week. How beautiful it is during this almost-
spring season, filled with brilliantly red anemones, tall asphodels and the pink and white blossoms of the Maltese
cross. And although I huffed and puffed quite a bit, ending up with legs that were wobbly and stiff for one or two
days, it felt pretty good to know that I still had it in me!

Mount Arbel, just north of Tiberias, is a stunning site that oozes with
Jewish history. In fact, well over 2,000 years ago it was filled with Jews!
They lived on the mountain in two different kinds of housing: One group
resided in dwellings on the mountain top and the others occupied natural
caves that had been gouged out of the limestone by rainwater over many
millennia. Their town was called Arbela.

Arbela’s cave dwellers built ritual baths and water cisterns, and enlarged
the caves in order to make their homes more comfortable. And at
different times over the course of Israel’s turbulent history, the caves were fortified and connected with an internal
staircase.

In 161 B.C.E., Greek commander Bacchides passed through Arbela on his way to battle Judah Maccabee in Jerusalem.
Most of the townspeople rose up against the Greek army and were slaughtered, with only a few able to flee.


https://static.timesofisrael.com/www/uploads/2013/03/Maltese-cross-arbel-feb-2013.jpg
https://www.timesofisrael.com/writers/aviva-and-shmuel-bar-am/
https://static.timesofisrael.com/www/uploads/2013/03/mt-arbel-fort-d4.jpg
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The Coins Minted at Gamla

Danny Syon, IAA

Gamla Coin

Perhaps the most intriguing single find at Gamla is a coin. Only six of its kind are
known, all of them found in the western quarters at Gamla, and all from the same
pair of dies. It is a very crudely made bronze coin, obviously minted under
improvised conditions and by an unskilled artisan. The obverse shows a cup, in
clear imitation of the famous Jerusalem silver shekels which made their first
appearance in the winter of 66 CE, which are generally accepted as showing one
of the Temple utensils (AJC2:106—108). No doubt one of the Jerusalem coins
served as a prototype for the Gamla coin, though no examples of the ‘models’
have been found to date.

The inscription starts around the cup and ends on the reverse, which carries no
design. It states, in a mixture of paleo-Hebrew (biblical) and Aramaic (square)
characters: "For the redemption of Jerusalem the H)oly) . Ironically, a coin of
‘Akko-Ptolemais was found together with one of these, minted in honor of
Vespasian when he landed there some months earlier on his way to crush the
revolt.

No doubt these coins were produced during the siege or immediately preceding
it, more as a propaganda effort than as currency, to make a political statement to
the Jews, and possibly to the Romans.

This coin challenges the traditional view of a fragmented Jewish front that was
preoccupied mainly with internal strife and the defense of isolated sites by
pockets of rebels, presenting Vespasian with an easy prey of towns and
strongholds instead of a unified front . It shows that even under the most difficult
conditions, the people of Gamla still remembered the original aims of the revolt,
symbolized by ‘the redemption of Holy Jerusalem’.

Additional Articles ...

o The Weapons
o Ballista Balls
o Arrowheads

o Other Weapons
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1 9]OSEPHUS FLAVIUS (c. 37-after 100 C.E.), Jewish histo-

rian and one of the chief representatives of Jewish-Hellenis-
tic literature.

BIOGRAPHY

Early Life

Born in Jerusalem into an aristocratic priestly family belong-
ing to the mishmeret of Jehoiarib, through his mother Jo-
sephus was related to the Hasmonean dynasty. Josephus re-
lates of himself that in his youth he was so renowned for his
knowledge of the Torah that high priests and leading men of
the city would come to consult him on matters of halakhah,
and he was apparently distinguished in his youth as an agga-
dist. At all events, he was certainly not ignorant of the Torah,
as many scholars have maintained. From the age of 16 he spent
three years with a certain Bannus, who appears to have been a
member of one of the many contemporary sects (but not nec-
essarily an *Essene), who lived an ascetic life in the wilderness,
wore clothes made of leaves, fed on wild herbs - like John the
Baptist (Matt. 3:4) — and made ablutions in the morning and
evening. In 64 C.E., at the age of 26, Josephus was sent on a
mission to Rome to secure the release of some priests who had
been seized and delivered to Rome by the procurator *Felix to
render an account to the emperor for some offense they had
committed. Josephus was probably selected for this mission
because of his knowledge of Greek. With the help of the Jew-
ish actor Aliturus he obtained an introduction to the empress
*Poppaea Sabina; his efforts were crowned with success and
the priests were released. The visit had a profound effect on
Josephus, Rome making an indelible impression on him.

As Commander of Galilee During the Jewish War

At the outbreak of the Jewish War (66 c.E.), Josephus was ap-
pointed commander of Galilee, which was probably the most
important military assignment during the first stage of the
war. Despite this he seems to have belonged to the moderate
party that had gained control after the victory over Cestius
*Gallus, and it was hoped that he would exert his influence at
a critical juncture to achieve a compromise settlement. Simeon
b. Gamaliel could have found no one more suitable for this
purpose than Josephus, since the latter was quite capable of
outwitting his rivals until an opportune moment arrived to
work for peace. However, it remains uncertain whether John
of Giscala was actually ousted from the leadership in Gali-
lee on explicit instructions from Jerusalem and overall com-
mand given to Josephus by the Sanhedrin, since his account
of his operations in Galilee (contained in the Life) is extremely
vague, and gives the impression that he conceals more than
he reveals. Josephus may have acted on his own responsibil-
ity when he sought to supersede John. In any case there is no
justification for the theory that Josephus was never sent to
Galilee but seized control there against the wishes of the San-
hedrin even before the outbreak of the revolt. In fact Josephus
seems to have come to Galilee only after Cestius Gallus’ defeat,
which marked the beginning of the revolt.

ENCYCLOPAEDIA JUDAICA, Second Edition, Volume 11

JOSEPHUS FLAVIUS

The position of the Sanhedrin’s envoy was a difficult one,
since the local Galilean leaders had no wish to accept a man
who had been appointed over them by the central author-
ity in Jerusalem. Because of this there was continuous strife,
and clashes took place between Josephus and John and his
Galilean supporters. John failed in his attempt to induce the
Sanhedrin to recall Josephus, and the conflict in Galilee per-
sisted until the arrival of *Vespasian in the spring of 67 c.E.
The country, unprepared for hostilities, was wholly unable to
wage an offensive war. The cities, which Josephus claimed to
have fortified, were isolated from one another and could only
defend themselves singly, without any cohesion or plan. The
decisive battle took place around the city of Jotapata, to which
Josephus had retired and which resisted for six weeks. When
the city fell on Tammuz 1, 67, Josephus fled with 40 men to a
cave. There each man resolved to slay his neighbor rather than
be taken captive by the enemy. Josephus artfully cast the lots,
deceitfully managing to be one of the two last men left alive
and then persuaded his companion to go out with him and
surrender to the Romans.

Josephus’ “Prophecy” Regarding Vespasian

Josephus relates that when he appeared before Vespasian he
foretold the greatness in store for the Roman commander,
who spared his life, binding him in chains only. This is a very
surprising account, for the Talmud tells a similar story except
that there the prophecy was made by R. *Johanan b. Zakkai.
In fact, there is some substance in both accounts. Presum-
ably under no circumstances would Josephus have dared so
brazenly to misrepresent the truth had the story been a com-
plete fabrication, since The Jewish War was written under the
patronage of the emperor and its contents sanctioned by the
imperial dynasty. The emperor would hardly have assented to
the account had it not contained a nucleus of truth, which led
him to accept the fictitious element in the story as well. The
primary fabrication was that the “prophecy” was not made by
Josephus when he appeared as a captive before Vespasian, who
received the rebel commander as a prisoner of war punishable
with death. It was apparently Vespasian’s intention to have him
taken to Rome and there to execute him during his triumph,
as he later did to *Simeon b. Giora. Josephus was held prisoner
in the Roman camp for the duration of Vespasian’s campaign
until the news was received of Nero's death (68 c.E.). This in-
formation undoubtedly caused a stir in Vespasian’s camp too,
and the ferment increased greatly when word was heard of the
death of Galba (69 c.E.), who had been proclaimed emperor.
The officers and troops began to entertain the idea of appoint-
ing an emperor of their own.

His Exploitation of Circumstances Surrounding Nero’s
Death

Josephus was determined to exploit this new state of affairs to
his own advantage, shrewdly perceiving it as an opportunity
for obtaining his freedom - and perhaps even more - if only
he was able to make proper use of the favorable turn of events.
He was fully aware of the prophecy, which was widespread in
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Ohr Torah Stone is an Orthodox movement of 32
institutions and programs making a transformative impact
on Jewish education, leadership and outreach worldwide.

Ohr Torah Stone’s educational institutions, social projects,
outreach programs and leadership development initiatives
for men and women are committed to illuminating the
beauty and contemporary relevance of authentic Torah
Judaism in Israel and around the world.

For more information, visit us online:

ots.org.il
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