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Thiskiua, by Rabbi Kalonymos ben Yehuda of Speyer, laments the massacres perpetrated by the
Crusaders in 1096, which destroyed the most prominent Jewish communities of the Rhineland.
Some have suggested that Rabbi Kalonymos wrote a kina eulogizing the martyrs of his own
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community only, with the stanzas about Worms and Mainz being written by other paytanim
(similar stanzas were written about the martyrs of Cologne and Frankfurt). Commentary for
this kina begins on page 460.

13 Would that my head were water, and my eyes a fountain of tears, / and Iwould
cry all my days and nights / for the corpses of my babes and infants, and the
aged of my community. / I ask you to respond, “Oh! Woe! Alas!” / And weep
aweeping, much weeping,

For the house of Israel and the people
of the Lorp who have fallen by sword.

Yin7 My eyes flow with tears, and Twill betake myself to the fields to weep, / and
ask others stunned and embittered to join in my wailing / for the beautiful
maidens and delicate lads, / wrapped in their schoolbooks and led to
slaughter. / Their bodies, rosier than rubies, sapphire, or turquoise, / were

Jer. 8:23

Jer 13:17

Lam. 4:7

slung and trampled like mud in the streets. / “Stay away! They are unclean,” Lan. 4:s

shouted the enemy about them.

For the house of Tsrael and the people
of the LorD who have fallen by sword.

M Let my eyes flow with tears, I will wail and shake my head. / I will eulogize
[thc Torah] with weeping and with sackcloth. / She is more dear than fine gold,
more precious than gold, / her glory inward, the glory of all precious vessels. /
I have seen her torn, bereaved, and desolate. / Torah, Scripture, Mishna, and
Aggada: / raise your voice, lament, and tell this tale. / Where are Torah, Talmud,
and students? / The place is in ruin, no one there!

For the house of Israel and the people
of the Lorp who have fallen by sword.

murdered of Speyer. / It happened on the elghth day of the second month
[Iyar] on the day of rest. / “Rest” was transposed to “tempest” destructive.
/ Handsome youths and dignified elders were killed. / They assembled, all
agreeing to be martyred, / testifying to the unity of God’s name, courageously. /
Mighty men, who do His bidding speedily. / My priests and my young men,
all ten expired.

For the house of Israel and the people
of the Lorp who have fallen by sword.

Jer 13:17

Is. 49:21

Ezek. 23:12

Ps. 103:20
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9 In my bitter agony and grief, [ will compose a dirge. / Holy congregations!
Their massacre I remember today. / The community of Worms, special and
unique. / Giants of the earth, innocent and pure! / Twice, they sanctified
the One Name in awe, / cleansed once on the twenty-third of the month Ziv
[Lyar], / And on [the first day of] the third month [Sivan], as they chanted
Hallel, / they made a pact to be martyred for the love [of God]. / I will moan
for them with a torrent of tears of woe, / all deserving to be endowed with
majestic crowns!

For the house of Israel and the people
of the Lorp who have fallen by sword.

‘7.?1. And upon the great of the wonderful community of Mainz, / swifter than
éagles and stronger than lions, / they too consented in unison to sanctify the
awesome One Name. / For them, [ will scream a piercing scream with bitter
soul, / as if for the destruction of both Temples, razed today, / and for the
destruction of minor temples [synagogues] and study halls of Torah!

For the house of Israel and the people
of the Lorp who have fallen by sword.

¥113a On the third day of the third month [Sivan], these were added to my sorrow
and curse. / That month was transformed into one of agony and trouble / on
the day the Law was given, when [ hoped to be spared in her merit. / On the
very day she was given, she departed. / Gone back on high to her original
home, / with her “containers” and her “pouches,” those who searched her and
studied her. / Her disciples and her students in darkness as in light!
For the house of Israel and the people
of the LorD who have fallen by sword.

M Take this to heart, and compose a bitter eulogy. / Their murder is worthy
of mourning and placing ash, / equal to the burning of the House of our God,
the porch and the Palace, / because it is improper to add a day of breach
and conflagration, / and wrong to advance the date; rather, to postpone it. /
Therefore, today [ Tisha BAv], I will arouse my grief / and lament, and wail, and
cry with bitter soul, / with sighs weighing heavily from dawn to dusk,

For the house of Israel and the people
of the Lorp who have fallen by sword.




