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| Tearing kriah on hearing the news
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And these are the rents of mourning that may never be properly mended: One who rends his
garments for the death his father, or for his mother, or for his teacher who taught him
Torah, or for the Nasi, or for the president of the court; or upon hearing evil tidings; or
hearing God’s name being blessed, which is a euphemism for hearing God’s name being cursed;
or when a Torah scroll has been burned; or upon seeing the cities of Judea that were
destroyed or the destroyed Temple or Jerusalem in ruins. This is the way one conducts himself

when approaching Jerusalem when it lies in ruin: He first rends his garments for the Temple
and then extends the rent for Jerusalem...

From where do we derive that one must rend his clothing for the death of the Nasi or the
president of the court and upon hearing evil tidings? As it is written, when David heard about
the defeat of Israel and the death of Saul and his sons: “Then David took hold of his clothes,



and rent them; and likewise all the men that were with him: And they mourned, and wept,
and fasted until evening, for Saul and for Jonathan his son, and for the people of the Lord,
and for the house of Israel; because they were fallen by the sword” (11 Samuel 1:11-12).
The Gemara explains how the aforementioned halakhot are derived from the verse: “Saul”; this
is a reference to the Nasi, as Saul was king of Israel. “Jonathan”; this is a reference to the
president of the court. “For the people of the Lord, and for the house of the Israel”; these
are a reference to evil tidings.
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Il Burying blood / clothes / shoes / ashes
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12 This is why Israel plans to bury hundreds of cars, with ashes and blood stains, Jerusalem Post,
November 22, 2023
By Zvika Klein

Due to the lack of body parts or remains of many of those killed in the October 7 Hamas massacre, the
ZAKA has recommended burying the cars of those who were killed in them.

ZAKA Tel Aviv is the emergency response unit of central Israel, serving in over 21 cities across the
country with thousands of volunteers, and is recognized as a civil extension of Israel’s emergency
services and the only emergency response unit authorized to operate in central Israel. One of the
organization’s units is dedicated to ensuring “dignity in death,” particularly in situations of sudden or
unexpected loss.

N12 reported on Tuesday that the organization, after intense and distressing efforts, concluded that
they could not locate or clean all the remains of the victims inside the vehicles in which they were
slaughtered.

Il Unretrieved bodies: when does mourning begin?
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IV Burying body parts
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V Retrieved bodies: Does the family mourn again? Tear kriah again?
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VI Kaddish for martyrs
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VIl How to establish date of death when date of death is unknown
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VIII Commemorating October 7
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