Broken and Whole: Luchot as Paradigm of Teshuva

Atara Kelman

Rashi Shemot 31:18

“later” in the events related in the Torah: in fact the

first of Nisan.

AND HE GAVE UNTO MOSES etc. — There is no “earlier” or

incident of the golden calf (related in ch. 32) happened a
considerable time before the command regarding the
work of the Tabernacle was given. For on the seventeenth
of Tammuz were the Tablets broken and on the Day of
Atonement God became reconciled with Israel and on the
next day, the eleventh of Tishri they began to bring their
contributions for the Tabernacle which was set up on the
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Bava Batra 14a-b

As is stated: “There was nothing in the Ark except the
two tablets of stone which Moses put there,” It
serves to include the broken pieces of the tablets,
which were placed in the Ark....

And from where does Rabbi Meir derive that the
broken pieces of the first set of tablets were placed
in the Ark, The Gemara answers: He derives this
point from what Rav Huna expounded, as Rav Huna
says: What is the meaning of that which is written:
“whereupon is called the Name, the name of the
Lord of hosts that sits upon the cherubs” (Il Samuel
6:2)? Teaches that both the tablets and the broken
pieces of the tablets were placed in the Ark.
Rather, from where does he derive that the broken
pieces of the first set of tablets were placed in the
Ark? The Gemara expounds: He derives this from
that which Rav Yosef taught, as Rav Yosef taught a
baraita: which you broke, and you shall put them in
the Ark” (Deuteronomy 10:1-2). This teaches that
both the second set of tablets and the broken pieces
of the first set of tablets were placed in the Ark.
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Dvarim 10:2

(1) At that time Hashem said to me, "Cut two tablets
of stone like the first, and come up to Me onto the
mountain, and make an ark of wood. (2) | will write
on the tablets the words that were on the first tablets
which you broke, and you shall put them in the ark."
(3) So I made an ark of acacia wood, and cut two
tablets of stone like the first, and went up onto the
mountain, having the two tablets in my hand. (4) He
wrote on the tablets, according to the first writing,
the ten statements which Hashem spoke to you on
the mountain out of the midst of the fire on the day
of the assembly; and Hashem gave them to me. (5) |
turned and came down from the mountain, and put
the tablets in the ark which | had made; and there
they are as Hashem commanded me.
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Yerushalmi Shekalim 6:1

It was stated: “Rebbi Jehudah ben Lagish says, two
arks were travelling with Israel in the desert; one in
which the broken pieces of the tablets were
deposited.

The one in which the Torah was deposited was put
into the Tent of Meeting; that is what is written:
Moses and the Ark of the Eternal’s covenant did not
move from the camp. The one in which the broken
pieces of the tablets were deposited was going out
and coming in with them.

But the Rabbis say, it was only one, and once it went
out in the days of Eli and was taken prisoner.
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Talmud Bavli Brakhot 8b

As Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi told his 12'"MiYN9 INPWR" 1127 17 12 YYIN 1A 107 10KTD
sons:... And be careful to continue to , 01200 TNXI RPN DY 1HAXD DY
respect an elder who has forgotten .NTIN 1202 T -NDTNI
his Torah knowledge due to NiN{? :3MNKT,I0IR NRNN ITINYA N2YWY P12 N0
circumstances beyond his control. As [N NN NiNt? MY
we say: Both the tablets of the

Covenant and the broken tablets are T:'n oM Yen
placed in the Ark of the Covenant in DNAYI NIAY IWN AMIT — [INN2 NINAIN NN Naw
the Temple. N2 D'wN DA 9N (‘2 0mnaT) nNa
Menachot 99a

which you broke, and you shall put them in the Ark” 7 X2 DN NNAY WK
(Deuteronomy 10:1-2). Rav Yosef teaches a baraita: This N2Y| NiNY?0YW A7 q0i' 11
verse teaches that both the tablets of the Covenant and the IN2N [IAN2 'N2IN Nind?
pieces of the broken tablets are placed in the Ark. One should iITN%A N2wY DN TNYN?
learn from here that with regard to a Torah scholar who has i2 [20i1 '’y iDJiN NN
forgotten his Torah knowledge due to circumstances beyond M2 2010
his control, e.g., iliness, one may not behave toward him in a

degrading manner.
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R Chaim Sabato, Eretz M’aretz Tizmach, Shivrei Luchot 8
https://daat.ac.il/he-il/sifrut/sipurim/shvarim.htm
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