The Significance of Aggadic Placement
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Raba said: It is the duty of a man to mellow himself [with wine] on Purim until he cannot tell the
difference between cursed be Haman’ and ‘blessed be Mordecai’. Rabbah and R. Zera joined together in
a Purim feast. They became mellow, and Rabbah arose and cut R. Zera's throat. On the next day he
prayed on his behalf and revived him. Next year he said, Will your honor come and we will have the
Purim feast together. He replied: A miracle does not take place on every occasion.
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EVEN IF A KING GREETS HIM HE SHOULD NOT ANSWER HIM. R. Joseph said: This was meant to apply
only to Jewish kings, but for a king of another people he may interrupt....Our Rabbis taught: It is related
that once when a certain pious man was praying by the roadside, an officer came by and greeted him
and he did not return his greeting. So he waited for him till he had finished his prayer. When he had
finished his prayer he said to him: Fool! is it not written in your Law, Only take heed to thyself and keep
thy soul diligently, and it is also written, Take ye therefore good heed unto your souls? When | greeted
you why did you not return my greeting? If | had cut off your head with my sword, who would have
demanded satisfaction for your blood from me? He replied to him: Be patient and | will explain to you.
If, [he went on], you had been standing before an earthly king and your friend had come and given you
greeting, would you have returned it? No, he replied. And if you had returned his greeting, what would
they have done to you? They would have cut off my head with the sword, he replied. He then said to
him: Have we not here then an a fortiori argument: If [you would have behaved] in this way when
standing before an earthly king who is here today and tomorrow in the grave, how much more so | when
standing before the supreme King of kings, the Holy One, blessed be He, who endures for all eternity?
Forthwith the officer accepted his explanation, and the pious man returned to his home in peace.



N TInY 21 9T XINa Xaa (3

NQIX 'K TN PI9 X217 KNI7a WM 7R ,N1'902 NNANA 'MYR XYTININ MT Q0

791 ,N7172 N'7 'NN 219 (XAX 12 XTR 217 X2 2K K1Y 07 071 KD 2N
T NIN K7 2100 ,'Wn DT AR NN 019'9) V71w 7'9 :nnm Xya [771X]
N2 7V 1IN LRIV XO'XR N7 TT 7N, NP0 N7 NDU 7XaN 1N N 7R
AT NMPY KNX DT NNANA T'09 ,XZIY N7 10771 X7 .]27T N2 X211 20 NIX
N7 - DITRT XO'MMT XNIRT7 n"nw K77 kN :7'R 12 1My 'knntn 9K, qor

7V 112'WKR X7 NV 7V1 ANmM Wwo nw7w 7V NNk nd QMmO T O )'NAIRT NNl
.T'0%7 DITX 7'M Nimyy 19

R. Dimi from Nehardea brought a load of figs in a boat. The Exilarch said to Raba, ‘Go and see if he is a
scholar, and if so, reserve the market for him.” So Raba said to R. Adda b. Abba, ‘Go and smell his jar.’
The latter accordingly went out and put to him the following question: ‘If an elephant swallows an osier
basket and passes it out with its excrement,is it still subject to uncleanness?’ He could not give an
answer. ‘Are you Raba?’ he asked R. Adda. The latter tapped him on his shoes and said, ‘Between me
and Raba there is a great difference, but at any rate | can be your teacher, and so Raba is the teacher of
your teacher.” They did not reserve the market for him, and so his figs were a dead loss. He appealed to
R. Joseph. saying: ‘See how they have treated me.” He said to him, ‘He who did not delay to avenge the
wrong done to the king of Edom will not delay to avenge the wrong done to you. as it is written, Thus
saith the Lord, For three transgressions of Moab, yea for four | will not turn away the punishment
thereof; because he burned the bones of the king of Edom into lime.
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Thus R. Rehumi who was frequenting [the school] of Raba at Mahuza used to return home on the Eve of
every Day of Atonement. On one occasion he was so attracted by his subject that he forgot to return
home. His wife was expecting him every moment, saying. ‘He is coming soon, he is coming soon’ As he



did not arrive she became so depressed that tears began to flow from her eyes. He was at that moment
sitting on a roof. The roof collapsed under him and he was killed....

Hanania b. Hakinai was about to go away to the academy towards the conclusion of R. Simeon b. Yohai's
wedding. ‘Wait for me’, the latter said to him, ‘until | am able to join you’. He, however, did not wait for
him but went away alone and spent twelve years at the academy. By the time he returned the streets of
the town were altered and he was unable to find the way to his home. Going down to the river bank and
sitting down there he heard a girl being addressed thus: ‘Daughter of Hakinai, O, daughter of Hakinai, fill
up your pitcher and let us go!’ ‘It is obvious’, he thought, ‘that the girl is ours’, and he followed her.
[When they reached the house] his wife was sitting and sifting flour. She lifted up her eyes and seeing
him, was so overcome with joy that she fainted. ‘O, Lord of the universe’,[the husband] prayed to Him,
‘this poor soul; is this her reward?’ And so he prayed for mercy to be vouchsafed to her and she
revived...

R. Akiba was a shepherd of Ben Kalba Sabua. The latter's daughter. seeing how modest and noble [the
shepherd] was, said to him, ‘Were | to be betrothed to you would you go away to [study at] an
academy?’ ‘Yes’, he replied. She was then secretly betrothed to him and sent him away. When her
father heard [what she had done] he drove her from his house and forbade her by a vow to have any
benefit from his estate. [R. Akiba] departed and spent twelve years at the academy. When he returned
home he brought with him twelve thousand disciples.
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this question was raised before them: why does this affliction commence in the bowels and end in the
throat? Thereupon R. Judah son of R. lla'i, the first speaker on all occasions answered and said: Though
the kidneys counsel, the heart gives understanding....why is he [R. Judah son of R. lla'i] called the first
speaker on all occasions?-For R. Judah, R. Jose, and R. Simeon were sitting, and Judah, a son of
proselytes, was sitting near them. R. Judah commenced [the discussion] by observing, ‘How fine are the
works of this people They have made streets, they have built bridges, they have erected baths.” R. Jose
was silent. R. Simeon b. Yohai answered and said, ‘All that they made they made for themselves; they
built market-places, to set harlots in them; baths, to rejuvenate themselves; bridges, to levy tolls for
them.” Now, Judah the son of proselytes went and related their talk, which reached the government.
They decreed: Judah, who exalted [us], shall be exalted, Jose, who was silent, shall be exiled to
Sepphoris; Simeon, who censured, let him be executed.
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Rather wherever they are equally convenient, Scripture discourses in a refined language; but wherever
more words would be required, the shorter phraseology is employed.
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