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(9) Only, take care and guard your soul well, lest you forget the things that your eyes saw and
lest they depart from your heart all the days of your life. You shall make them known to your
sons and to your sons' sons,

(10) the day that you stood before Hashem your God at Chorev, when Hashem said to me,
"Assemble the people to Me and | will have them hear My words so that they learn to fear
Me all the days that they live on the earth, and so that they teach their sons."

(11) You approached and stood at the bottom of the mountain, and the mountain was
burning with fire to the heart of the heavens; darkness, cloud and thick fog.

(12) Hashem spoke to you from the midst of the fire; the sound of words you heard, but an
image you did not see, only a sound.

(13) He told you His covenant that He commanded you to do, the ten statements, and He
wrote them on two stone tablets.

(14) And Hashem commanded me at that time to teach you statutes and ordinances that you
may do them in the land into which you are crossing to possess.

(15) And you shall take good care for your souls, for you did not see any image on the day
that Hashem spoke to you at Chorev from the midst of the fire,
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Other Sources of Overwhelm

Shabbat 88a
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The Torah says, “and they stood at the lowermost part of the mount” (Exodus 19:17).
Rabbi Avdimi bar Hama bar Hasa said teaches that the Holy One, Blessed be He,
overturned the mountain above the Jews like a tub, and said to them: If you accept
the Torah, excellent, and if not, there will be your burial. Rav Aha bar Ya’akov said:
From here there is a substantial caveat to Torah. Rava said: Even so, they again
accepted it willingly in the time of Ahasuerus, as it is written: “The Jews ordained,
and took upon them, and upon their seed, and upon all such as joined themselves unto
them” (Esther 9:27), and he taught: The Jews ordained what they had already taken
upon themselves.
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And Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: From each and every utterance that emerged from the
mouth of the Holy One, Blessed be He, the souls of the Jewish people left their bodies, as it
is stated: “My soul departed when he spoke” (Song of Songs 5:6). And since their souls left
their bodies from the first utterance, how did they receive the second utterance? Rather,
God rained the dew upon them that, in the future, will revive the dead, and He revived
them, as it is stated: “You, God, poured down a bountiful rain; when Your inheritance was
weary You sustained it” (Psalms 68:10).
And Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: With each and every utterance that emerged from the
mouth of the Holy One, Blessed be He, the Jewish people retreated in fear twelve mil, and
the ministering angels walked them back toward the mountain, as it is stated: “The hosts of
angels will scatter [yidodun]” (Psalms 68:13). Do not read the word as yidodun, meaning
scattered; rather, read it as yedadun, they walked them.




Contrast

Rashi 19:9
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121 DYn MAT NX THE WORDS OF THE PEOPLE — [He said to God]: "I have heard from them a
reply to this statement — that their desire is to hear the commandments from You [and not
from me]. It is not the same to hear from the mouth of a messenger as it is to hear directly
from the mouth of the King himself. It is our wish to see our King (cf. Mekhilta DeRabbi
Yishmael Shemot 19:9:2).
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Itis prohibited to fast immediately after the holiday of Shavuot. Ramah: ... We have the
custom to spread out plants on Shavuot in the synagogue and in houses, as a memory
for the happiness of the receiving of the Torah. We have a custom everywhere to eat dairy
food on the first day of Shavuot. ....
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Request for Distance
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Second Luchot
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(1) At that time Hashem said to me, “Chisel two stone tablets like the first ones, and come up
to Me on the mountain and make a wooden ark.

(2) I shall write on the tablets the words that were on the first tablets that you smashed, and
you shall place them in the ark.”

(3)  made an ark of acacia wood and chiseled two stone tablets like the first ones, and | went
up the mountain with the two tablets in my hand.

(4) He wrote on the tablets, like the first writing, the ten statements that Hashem spoke to
you on the mountain from the midst of the fire on the day of the assembly, and Hashem gave
them to me.

(5) I turned and descended from the mountain and placed the tablets in the ark that | had
made, and they remained there, as Hashem had commanded me.
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Rashi 34: 3

37 'R DV 'Y [N N0Y NP DT DIRIYD DY T 7Y NIIWRIN — Ny D7Vt K7 WUINI
JIyaxn n no!
Y N7y X7 W'kl AND NO MAN SHALL ASCEND WITH YOU - Because the first [tablets]
were [given] amid roars and shouts and an assembly, the "evil eye" had power over them.
There is nothing finer than modesty! (Tanchuma Ki Tisa 3:9:31).
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(8) And he arose, and ate and drank, and he went with the strength of that meal forty days
and forty nights to Horeb, the mountain of God.
(9) And he came there to a cave and lodged there; and, behold, the word of Hashem came to
him, and He said to him, "What are you doing here, Elijah?"
(10) And he said, "I have been very jealous for Hashem, the God of hosts, for the Children of
Israel have forsaken Your covenant, thrown down Your altars, and slain Your prophets with
the sword; and | alone have remained; and they seek my life, to take it away."
(11) And He said, "Go forth, and stand upon the mountain before Hashem." And, behold,
Hashem passed by, and a great and strong wind tearing mountains and breaking rocks before
Hashem; but Hashem was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake; but Hashem
was not in the earthquake;
(12) and after the earthquake a fire; but Hashem was not in the fire; and after the fire a still
small voice.
(13) And it was so, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in his mantle, and he went
out and stood at the entrance of the cave. And, behold, a voice came to him, and said, "What
are you doing here, Elijah?"




Likewise for Mishkan
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Rambam Mishneh Torah, Yesodei HaTorah 2
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There is a positive commandment to hold the Temple in awe,1 as Leviticus 19:30 states: “And
you shall revere my Sanctuary.”2 Nevertheless, it is not the physical building of the Temple
which must be held in awe, but rather, He who commanded that it be revered.3
How is reverence for it manifest? A person should not enter the Temple Mount holding a
staff,4 or with sandals on his feet,5 or wearing only underwear,6 with dust on his feet, or
with money wrapped in his kerchief.7 It is superfluous to say that it is forbidden to spit on the
entire Temple Mount.8 If one must spit, he should let it be absorbed in his clothing.9 One
should not take a shortcut through the Temple Mount, by entering from one gate, and
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leaving from the opposite one, in order to shorten the way.10 Rather, one should walk
around from the outside, entering only for the purpose of a mitzvah.11
(translation: chabad.org)

Tehillim 2
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Serve Hashem with fear, and rejoice with trembling.
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