Three Crowns and an Ugly Man

1. Mishna Avot 4:17
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Rabbi Shimon used to say: There are three
crowns--the crown of the Torah, the crown of
the priesthood, and the crown of kingship,
and/but the crown of a good name surpasses
them all.
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Rabbi Shimon used to say: There are three
crowns--the crown of the Torah, the crown of
the priesthood, [and the crown of kingship,]
and/but the crown of a good name surpasses
them all.

IN31] 7337 905 770 ND .07 29N '3 IR NYAY "2
37023 DY AW 210 oW N0 [N

o The crown of Torah — this is the
crown of Moshe as it is said
“Remember ye the law of Moses My
servant, which I commanded unto him
in Horeb for all Israel, even statutes
and ordinances.” (Malachi 3:22)
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o The crown of priesthood — this is the
crown of Aharon that one cannot
touch as it is said, “I am giving you all
these holy offerings that the people of
Israel bring to the HaShem. They are
for you and your sons and daughters,
to be eaten as your permanent share.
This is an everlasting covenant of salt
before HaShem unto you and to your
seed with you.” (Bamidbar 18:19)
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o The crown of kingship — this is the
crown of David as it is said “ought
you not to know that the HaShem, the
God of Israel, gave the kingdom over
Israel to David for ever, even to him
and to his sons by a covenant of salt?”
(Divrei Hyamin 2:13:5)
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o and/but the crown of a good name
surpasses them all.
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Any one who attained the Torah should come
and take it.
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Aharon did not merit the Kehuna but for the
merit of the Torah as it is said “For the
priest's lips should keep knowledge, and they
should seek the law at his mouth” (Malachi
2:7)
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David did not merit kingship but for the merit
of Torah as it is said “This I have had, that I
have kept Thy precepts” psalms 119:56)
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Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai said: : There are
three crowns--the crown of the Torah, the
crown of the priesthood, and the crown of
kingship. The crown of kingship is the table
since it is said about it “crown of gold round
about.” The crown of priesthood is the alter
since it is said about it “crown of gold round
about.” The crown of Torah is the ark since it
is said about it “crown of gold round
about.”... Why do all of them say “you should
make” (in the singular) and about the ark it
says “you should make” (in plural)? This
comes to teach that the crown of Torah is
superior to the rest, if one attains Torah is as if
he attained them all.
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Rabbi Shimon used to say: There are three
crowns--the crown of the Torah, the crown of
the priesthood, and the crown of kingship,
and/but the crown of a good name surpasses
them all.
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o The crown of priesthood — even if he
gives all the gold and silver in the
world they do not give him the crown
of priesthood as it is said “He and his
descendants will have a covenant of a
lasting priesthood” (Bamidbar 25:13)
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o The crown of Kingship - even if he
gives all the gold and silver in the
world they do not give him the crown
of kingship as it is said “and David
my servant will be their prince
forever” (Ezekiel 37:25)
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o But the crown of Torah is not so. Toil
of torah — all who wants should come
and take as it is said “all you who are
thirsty, come to the waters” (Isaiah
55:1)

X197 99 77N W APnY DR AN N PAR o
D17 199 RAX 92 7 INRIY 107 R 100
(‘%" YY)

Toil in Torah and do not deal in idleness
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It is told of Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai who
was visiting the sick. He found a man who
was swollen, lying with a sickness of his

bowels and was saying curses to the Holy
blessed be he.
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He told him:” empty one, you should be
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asking mercy for yourself and you are
cursing?”
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He said to him: “the Holy blessed be he 17101 2337 1IPP0° R N2 WITRI 1P MR .3
should take them from m and place them SRy
on you”.
He said [to him]: “ the Holy one blessed C)nmnw a3"apn [77] (O9) nwy 090 [17] mr 4
be he did good (to me) [to you] that (I) :0°%v2 0°1272 povnn (°)N AN 1A
[you] left the words of Torah and (I) [you]
dealt with idle things
Once Rabbi Shimon b. Elazar was coming 97V D77 RAW WYX 12 VAR 202 Swvn 5
from the house of his teacher in Migdal NOW H¥ D10 MANT ¥ 2217 71 127 N0
Gedor. He was leisurely riding on his akhy
donkey by the shore
He encountered a person who was aN2 WM AW TR QTR AR .6
exceptionally ugly
who said to him: “Peace on you Rabbi.” TV 12 92 RAW AR WD a0 ap YR L7
He said to him: “Empty one, how ugly .IMn3 PN
you are. Are all the people of your town as
ugly as you?”
He responded: “I do not know, but go tell 17 AR PIRWYW 7AIRD T IWYR T PR L8
the Craftsman who created me, ‘How ugly WYY 7095 3101 7
is the vessel that You have made.’”
Since Rabbi Shimon realized that he O AT 1A 77 ROAY NYAY 2 YTw D .9
sinned and descended from the donkey and 2195 nonwn
prostrated himself before the person
He said to him I comply, please forgive 2% 2 77 w1 vh R .10
me.
The man replied: “I will not forgive you TIRG [Tonw] 7Y 77 2mn R0 nR .11
until you go to the Craftsman who created OWYW 7090 W01 N0 RN CIRWYY
me say to him, ‘How ugly is the vessel
that You have made.’”
He ran after him three miles 200 awHw YnR 712
The people of the town came out to greet TOY D1OW 12 MR INRIPY 1Y OWIR IRY .13
Rabbi Shimon and said to him: “Peace be Rl
upon you Teacher”.
The man said to them: “Whom are you 227 DRTIP OnR Nk onh nR.14
addressing as Teacher?”
They said to him: “The man who is STNR D10UNRw N 9 1R .15
traveling behind you.”
He said to them: “If this man is a teacher, LORWO2 N0 127 DR 927 77T OXR 077 KL 16
may there not be more like him in Israel.”
They exclaimed: “Chas VeShalom !!! 77 AWy am 0w on R 1R .17
what did he do to you?”
He responded: “Such-and-such he did to D9 WY 91 70 oa R .18
me.”
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They said to him: “Nevertheless, forgive
him




He replied: “I will forgive him, but only
on condition that he does not do this
often.”
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That day, Rabbi Shimon entered the
academy and lectured: “A person should
always be gentle as a reed and not tough as
a cedar tree. A reed even if all the winds
come and blow on him he moves with
them, when the winds stop the reed
resumes his place. Whet is the end of the
reed? He merits becoming the pen for
writing the Torah. But the cedar tree does
not remain in its place, once the southern
wind blows he is uprooted and tossed
upside down. What is the end of the cedar
tree? The cutters come and cut him to
pieces, they build houses form him and the
rest they toss into the fire. From here they
say A person should always be gentle as a
reed and not tough as a cedar tree. ”
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Mekhilta D rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai
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... These are three crowns that Israel was
crowned with the crown of Torah the crown of
Kehuna and the crown of kingship. Rabbi
Natan says the crown of a good name
surpasses them all.
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... Three crowns: the crown of Torah the
crown of Kehuna and the crown of kingship.
The crown of Kehuna was awarded to Aharon,
the crown of kingship was awarded to David,
the crown of Torah is placed so no one will
have a saying that had the other been left |
would have takes the, the crown of Torah is
the reproach to the whole world that anyone
who attains the crown of Torah it is as if he
attained all three, and anyone who dies not
attain it is as if he left all three.

If you ask which one is greater? Rabbi
Shimon ben Elazar says who is greater the one
who names kings or the king? It is clear that it
is the one who names kings. Who is greater
the one who names a minister or the minister ?
it is clear that it is the minister. These two
crowns deriver their power from the Torah as
it is said....
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