Three Chasidim Giving Tzedakah

Ecclesiastes 11/6
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6 In the morning sow thy seed, and in the
evening withhold not thy hand; for thou
knowest not which shall prosper, whether this
or that, or whether they both shall be alike
good.
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I. R. Dostai B”R Yanai says: If you planted early in the

first part of the season go and plant again in the second
part in fear that there will be hail in the world and the
first will be destroyed “for thou knowest not which
shall prosper, whether this or that, or whether they
both shall be alike good.”
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. If you planted early in the first and the second part of
the season go and plant again in the third part in fear
that there will be blight in the world and the first will be
destroyed and the latter will be saved “for thou
knowest not which shall prosper, whether this or
that, or whether they both shall be alike good.”
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. R. Yishamel says: If you learnt Torah when you are
young do not sayl will not learn in my old age, rather
you should learn since you don’t know wich will be
good.
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. 1. yehoshua says ... If you gave a poor person a coin in
the morning and another poor person comes in the
evening give him as well since you do not know if both
will subsist in your hand if both of them are good as it is
said “for thou knowest not which shall prosper,
whether this or that, or whether they both shall be
alike good.”
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. A certain pious man gave a denar to a poor person
during a draught. His wife scolded him, so he went and
spent the night in a cemetery.
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. He heard two spirits talking with one another. One said
to her friend, "My friend, come and let us flutter
through the world and listen behind the veil to learn
what sort of catastrophe is going to come upon the
world."
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. Her friend said to her, "I cannot do so, since I am buried
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in a mat of reeds. But you go, and tell me whatever you
hear."
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8. She went and came back to her. She said to her friend,
"Did you hear from behind the veil what sort of
catastrophe is going to come upon the world.?"
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9. She said to her, "I heard that whoever sows his seed in
the time of the first rain the crop will be ruined by hail."
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10.The man went and sowed at the time of the second
rains.
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11.The crops of everyone else were smitten by hail but his
were not smitten.
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12.The next year he went and spent the night in the
cemetery and heard those same two spirits talking with
one another. One said to her friend, "Come and let us
flutter about the world and listen from behind the veil to
find out what sort of what sort of catastrophe is going to
come upon the world."
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13.Her friend said to her, "My friend, did I not tell you that
I cannot do so, for I am buried in matting of reeds? But
you go and come back and tell me what you hear."
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14.She went and came back to her. She said to her friend,
"Did you hear from behind the veil what sort of
catastrophe is going to come upon the world?"
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15.She said to her, "I heard that whoever sows his crop in
the time of the second rain the crop will be smitten with
blight."
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16.The man went and sowed his seed in the time of the first
rain. The crop of everyone else was smitten with blight,
but his was not smitten with blight.
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17.His wife said to him, "How is it the case that last year
everyone's crop was smitten and yours was not smitten,
and this year too, everyone else's crop was blighted and
yours was not blighted? He told her this entire story.
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18.With time there was a quarrel between the wife of that
pious man and the mother of that girl The woman said,
"Go, and I shall show you your daughter, buried in
matting of reeds!"
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19.The next year the man went and spent the night in the
cemetery and heard the spirits talking with one another.
One said to the other, "My friend, come and let us
flutter about the world and listen from behind the veil."
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20.She said to her, "My friend, leave me alone. The things
that were said between you and me have already been
heard among the living."

T2 09727 °7 1037 °N020 12 70K
1017 P2 R 020 0102k




21.A certain pious man gave charity regularly. Once he
was sailing in a boat, a wind came and the ship drowned
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24 .He said to him: are you not the man who drowned in the
sea? He answered: yes.
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25. “Who raised you from the sea?”. He said “the charity
that I did raised me from the sea.
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26.He said: “how do you know?” He answered: “when |
was falling to the depth of the sea I heard a great noise
from the waves, one wave told the other and the second
said to the first let us run and raise this man from the
sea since he had given tzedaka all his life.
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27. At that time R. Akiva said: “ Blessed is the God of
Israel who chose in the torah which is everlasting as it is
said “Cast thy bread upon the waters, for thou shalt find

it after many days” and it says “charity saves from
death”
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28. It has happened that Binyamin the Tzadik was in
charge of the Tzedaka fund, and a woman came to him
and said :”Rebbi support me”.
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29.He said: “I swear that there is nothing in the charity box
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30. She Said: “Rebbi if you do support me you will be
killing a widow and seven children.” He started to
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support her from his own pocket. Pwn
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32.The angels said to the holy one bless him:”creator of the
universe, you said that anyone who saves one soul from
Israel it is as if he saved a whole world. Binyamin the
Tzadik who sustained a widow and her seven sons of
course should be saved and yet he is in pain on his bed.
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33.They prayed for mercy, they ripped his verdict and
added 22 years to his life
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