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There’s No Place Like Home:
Homemaking and the Laws of Hanukkah

I.  NerIsh UVeyto
1. Shabbat 21b:5

The Sages taught in a baraita: The basic mitzva of Hanukkah is each
day to have a light kindled by a person, the head of the household, for
himself and his household. And the mebadrin,i.c., those who are
meticulous in the performance of mitzvot, kindle a light for each and
every one in the household. And the mebadrin min hamebadrin,
Beit Shammai say: On the first day one kindles eight lights and,
from there on, gradually decreases. And Beit Hillel say: On the first
day one kindles one light, and from there on, gradually increases.

II.  Mitzvah of the Person (Ish) or Mitzvah of the House (Bayit)?
2. Tosafot on Shabbat 21b:5:1

And the mebadrin of the mebadrin (those who seek to beautify,
among those who seek to beautify): It seems to RI that Beit Shammai and
Beit Hillel refer only to "a man and his household” (i.e. the head of the
household alone lighting on behalf of his entire family). Because in this way,
there is more beautification; since there is something recognizable when he
keeps adding or removing [lights], corresponding to the days that are entering
(the days of Channukah still to come) or exiting (the days of Channukah that
have already passed). However, if he makes a light for each one (i.e. each
member of his household gets his own light), even if he adds from now
onwards, there is nothing recognizable, because [people] would think that
this is the number of people in the household.

3. Mishneh Torah, Scroll of Esther and Hanukkah 4:1

How many candles should one light on Chanukah? The mitzvah is
that a single candle should be lit in each and every house, regardless
of whether there are many members of the household, or merely
one person [lives] there.

A person who performs the mitzvah in a beautiful and
conscientious manner should light candles for every member of the
household, whether male or female.

A person who is even more conscientious in his performance of the
mitzvah than this and observes the mitzvah in the most desirable
manner should light candles for every member of his household, a
candle for each individual, whether male or female, on the first
night. On each subsequent night, he should add a candle [for each
of the members of the household].
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III.  Ish but no Bayit
4. Shabbat 23a:6

Rav Hiyya bar Ashi said that Rav said: One who lights a Hanukkah light
must recite a blessing. And Rabbi Yirmeya said: One who sees a burning

Hanukkah light must recite a blessing.

S. Rashi on Shabbat 23a:6:1

One who sees: One who is passing through the marketplaces and sees it lit
in one of the courtyards. But I found in the name of Rabbenu Yitzchak ben
Yehudah, who said in the name of Rabbenu Yaakov, that this blessing is
only required for one who did not yet light in his house or for one on a

boat.

6. Penei Yehoshua on Shabbat 21b:4
Jacob Joshua Falk (1680 — 1756)

In the gemara “The Sages taught in a baraita: The basic mitzva of
Hanukkabh is each day to have a light kindled by a person, the head
of the household, for himself and his household.” It seems that
what distinguishes this mitzvah from other mitzvot which are
obligations of the body such that there would be an obligation on
each and every individual to uphold it because the commandment is
more on a person than on his emissary. But this case is different
because the essence of the mitzvah is near to the public space because
of pirsumei nisa and therefore they put the obligation of this
mitzvah as if it is a mitzvah on the house (and still this requires
further investigation.)

7. Responsa of the Maharsham 4:146
Sholom Mordechai Schwadron (1835 — 1911)

Parashat Vayigash 1905 in Radzin, to Rabbi Shimon Waltuch Rabbi
of Leipzig

To answer your question from the second day of Chanukah as to
whether it is permissible to light Chanukah candles on a train, I have
not found anything clear about it, but it is the case that a person
who pays for a train through the night is as if he paid for a place to
eat and sleep and therefore is obligated in Chanukah candles.

As to what Rashi wrote about a person in a boat, we can say that the
boats then were open without ceilings and the wind would blow and
they were nothing like a house. And even though a train doesn’t
stand in one place and riding is like walking we don’t see anywhere
that a person needs a permanent house in order to fulfill pirsumei
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nisah - so it seems to me from logic.

8. Responsa of the Tzitz Eliezer 15:29
Eliezer Yehudah Waldenberg (1915 - 2006)

I was asked about those who go on trips during Hannukah
whether they need to light candles with a blessing when they
sleep out under the sky and whether they should anyways light
without a blessing? And what about if they are sleeping in a
tent? And is it preferable that each should be exempted by
someone lighting in their home, if there is someone who could
light for them there?

Response...The obligation of lighting Hannukah candles
falls on the skull of a person unrelated to any
object....Based on what we have said my opinion tends to
answer our question that one is obligated to light Hannukah
candles even when sleeping under the heavens, each one by their
bed and corner, or they can buy in together and light together,
and of course they need to light with a bracha if they are
sleeping in a tent....for it is preferable to light and fulfill the
mitzvah in its fullness than relying on someone else lighting in
their homes such that they will miss out on the essence of the
mitzvah which is actually seeing lit Hannukah candles....

It seems that according to the Maharsham a place needs to be a
home and he proves it from Rashi....And in my humble opinion
it seems that there is no proof from Rashi in this because we can
explain the intention of Rashi simply - he was trying to say that
since on the boat he doesn’t have candles to light or that they
won’t let him light... But Rashi would agree that one is obligated
to light according to the halakha on a boat and it doesn’t matter
that there’s no ceiling because the house is not necessary at all...

9. Responsa Minhat Shlomo 2-3:58

Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Auerbach (1910-1995)
a. On the laws of a house for the mitzvah of Hanukkah Candle
Lighting.

It seems from the gemara that the that the mitzvah of candle
lighting is an obligation on a person to light in their home or the
entrance to their home or courtyard...

And according to this reason, we need to ask about a house that
does not have a roof because even though for Shabbat purposes it
would be considered the private domain, nevertheless since it
isn’t roofed maybe it isn’t appropriate for hanukkah candles. And
certainly we need to wonder about a house that does not contain
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10 tefahim which even for Shabbat would not be considered
private domain, or a house that cannot stand up to regular wind
which then might be considered like lighting outside - it can’t be
called a house. And it says in Tractate Sukkah: our rabbis taught
that a house that is not 4x4 amot is excluded from mezuzah,
me’akeh, cannot get tzaraat (etc)...and Tosfot there bring from
the Yerushalmi that if someone made a neder about a house they
could still go in to a smaller than 4x4 house because it is not
considered a ‘house’ in normal human parlance...and since this is
the case, we need to ask: since we need a house for hanukkah
candles, why are hanukkah candles not listed amongst the things
that need to be within a 4x4 house?...

And it seems that a house which is not 4x4 is not considered a
permanent residence but actually is considered an impermanent
residence. Therefore it seems to me that specifically with laws and
mitzvot that are practiced all year round and require a house by
Torah or rabbinic law, those require a house of 4x4 amot where
you could live permanently, which is not the case for the purposes
of Hanukkah candles which are just 8 days and it is common to
live in an impermanent residence for 8 days and we do not
require it to be the type of house that a person would want to live
in permanently....

So it seems like what we mean in terms of a house is that a person
needs to light in a space that is uniquely theirs alone, to exclude a
road or a synagogue, and therefore it doesn’t even need to be an
impermanent residence just that they have unique permission to
be there would be enough...
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