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THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE SEDER

Mishna Pesahim ch. 19 (excerpted)

1 On the eve of Passover, adjacent to minha time, a
person may not eat until dark. Even the poorest of
Jews should not eat until he reclines. And they should
not give him less than four cups of wine even from the
charity kitchen.

2 They poured for him the first cup. Beit Shammai say
that he should first recite the blessing over the
sanctification of the day and afterwards the blessing
over the wine, while Beit Hillel say that he should first
recite the blessing over the wine and afterwards the
blessing over the day.

3 They brought before him and he dips the hazeret
until they bring him the main dishes. They brought
before him matza and hazeret and haroset, and at
least two cooked dishes

4 They poured for him the second cup and here the
son asks his father. If the son is lacks awareness, his
father teaches him: Why is this night different from all
other nights? ... And the father should teach his son
according to what the child can understand. He
begins with the bad and concludes with the praise

7 They poured for him the third cup of wine, and he
recites the Grace After Meals, the fourth and he
completes hallel along with the blessing of the song.
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Genesis 15

God said to him, “l am God who brought you out from Ur
of the Chaldeans to assign this land to you as a
possession.” And he said, “O Lord, God, how shall |
know that | am to possess it?” He said, “Bring Me a
three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old she-goat, a three-
year-old ram, a turtledove, and a young bird.” He
brought all these and cut them in two, placing each half
opposite the other; but he did not cut up the bird. Birds
of prey came down upon the carcasses, but Abram
drove them away. As the sun was about to set, a deep
sleep fell upon Abram, and a great dark dread
descended upon him. As for you, You shall go to your
ancestors in peace; You shall be buried at a ripe old age.
And they shall return here in the fourth generation, for
the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.”

Bereshit Rabba 44

“Eglah (calf) meshuleshet” this is Babylon, which had
three kings — Nevukhadnezzar, Evil Merodakh, and
Belshatzar. “Ez (goat) meshuleshet” refers to Media,
which had three kings — Cyrus, Darius, and
Achasveirosh. “Ayil (ram) meshulash” refers to Greece,
as R. Eliezer explained, as it conquered in all directions
except for the east [i.e., three directions]... The
turtledove and the young bird [Hebrew: gozal] refer to
Edom [i.e., Rome], itis a bird, but it steals.

Pirkei deRabbi Eliezer 28

R. Akiva says: In Berit Bein ha-Betarim, the Holy One,
Blessed be He, showed Abraham our Patriarch the
empires which would dominate [Abraham’s
descendants] but afterwards disappear. The calf refers
to the fourth empire, Edom [Rome]... The goat refers to
the empire of idol-worshipers [the Greeks?]... The ram
refers to the kingdom of Persia and Media... The

turtledove is the Yishmaelites... The small bird is Israel...
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