The Torah Was Only Given Over to be
Expounded by Those Who Ate the Manna

Tamar Weissman

7170 NI 12 1WnRw "29T Nn©Yon

DTN FIW IR YW " 2099 2%0nan 237 wn DN I R
071°11 23 79R?A WY1 N°2792 N19%7 *Nwt N°anwa N19%0 nw
1IN%3 R I0IN PUOR M 10 7700 22 0770 19RD 170V 19Yn
731w AW OTN 7177 7Y 717KD KT R0 722182 XOR W1T? 70
13023 K2 RiT 7102071 w227 RN INW? 79XR7 PRD Y7717 127K
;717190 P92IRD 17 7177w 1A PP2IRD KOK W17 1710

Mekhilta DeRabbi Shimon Ben Yochai 16:4

...“And the Lord said to Moses: Behold, I will rain down for you...”

— Rabbi Yehoshua says:

If a person studies two halakhot in the morning and two halakhot in the
evening and works the rest of the day, it is as if he has fulfilled the entire
Torah.

— Rabbi Eliezer says:

The Torah was only given to be expounded by those who eat manna.
Why? How could a person sit and study while not knowing where he would
eat or drink from, or what he would wear or cover himself with?

Thus, the Torah was only given to be expounded by those who eat manna.
The next closest example is those who eat terumah (priestly food).
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Exodus 16:14-15

(14) When the fall of dew lifted, there, over the surface of the wilderness, lay a
fine and flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. (15) When the
Israelites saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” —for they did not
know what it was. And Moses said to them, “That is the bread which 777 has
given you to eat.
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Rashi on Exodus 16:15:1

X177 71 means this is something prepared for food, as in (Daniel 1:5) “And the
king appointed (71") for them,”.
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Numbers 11:8

(8) The people would go about and gather it, grind it between millstones or
pound itin a mortar, boil it in a pot, and make it into cakes. It tasted like rich
cream.
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Yoma 75a:20

It was also said with regard to the manna: “And its taste was as the taste of a
cake [shad] baked with oil [hashamen]” (Numbers 11:8). Rabbi Abbahu
said: Shad means breast. Just as a baby tastes different flavors from the
breast, since the taste of the milk changes somewhat depending on what
foods his mother eats, so too with the manna, every time that the Jewish
people ate the manna, they found in it many different flavors, based on their
preferences. There are those who say that the word is written as shed and
means literally a demon. How so? Just as a demon changes into different
forms and colors, so too, the manna changed into different flavors.

N7 2T

XY OPRWRT NX 030 079373 2XIMWN 1373708 13721 (7)
DPMAWTNR 07820 MR PRI NIN D TI0IN

Numbers 11:5

(5) We remember the fish that we used to eat free in Egypt, the cucumbers, the
melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic.
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Rashi on Numbers 11:5:2
(2) o°Xwpn NX THE CUCUMBERS — R. Simeon said, “Why did the manna
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change its flavor into that of anything one wished (as the Midrash states)
except into these vegetables here mentioned, the taste of which it appears not
to have assumed since the people lusted for them? Because they are injurious
to nursing mothers. So indeed people say to a woman: Do not eat garlic and
onions on account of the baby.
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Yoma 75b:10

The verse describes the manna as “a fine flaky [mehuspas] substance”
(Exodus 16:14). Reish Lakish said: Mehuspas means it was a substance that
dissolved [mah] on the palm [pas] of the hand. Since it was so fine, it
dissolved upon contact. Rabbi Yohanan said: It was a substance that was
absorbed in all 248 limbs, the numerical equivalent of the word mehuspas.
The Gemara expresses surprise at this: If one calculates the value of the letters
in the word mehuspas, it is more, totaling 254. Rabbi Nahman bar Yitzhak
said: Mehuspas is written in the Torah without the letter vav. Therefore, the
total is exactly 248.
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Rashi on Yoma 75b:10:2
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Mishneh Torah, Reading the Shema 3:6

The Shema may not be recited in the presence of human feces, or in the
presence of dog or pig excrement while skins are soaking in it, or in the
presence of any other feces like these that have a foul odor. This is also the case
regarding human urine, but not animal urine.One need not distance oneself
from the feces or urine of a child unable to eat the weight of an olive of grain
cereal, in the time in which an adult could eat an amount equivalent to the
weight of three eggs.
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Taanit 9a:9

The Gemara raises an objection from a baraita: Rabbi Yosei, son of Rabbi
Yehuda, says: Three good sustainers rose up for the Jewish people during
the exodus from Egypt, and they are: Moses, Aaron and Miriam. And three
good gifts were given from Heaven through their agency, and these are
they: The well of water, the pillar of cloud, and the manna. He elaborates:
The well was given to the Jewish people in the merit of Miriam; the pillar of
cloud was in the merit of Aaron; and the manna in the merit of Moses.
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Kiddushin 38a:3

Moses died on the seventh of Adar and the manna ceased falling, and they
ate the manna that was left in their vessels until the sixteenth of Nisan,
even after they entered Eretz Yisrael.
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Numbers 11:12

(12) Did I produce all these people, did I engender them, that You should say to
me, ‘Carry them in your bosom as a caregiver carries an infant,’ to the land
that You have promised on oath to their fathers?
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Song of Songs 4:5

(5) Your breasts are like two fawns, Twins of a gazelle, Browsing among the
lilies.
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Shir HaShirim Rabbah 4:5:1

“Your two breasts are like two fawns, twins of a gazelle, that graze among
the lilies” (Song of Songs 4:5). Just as the breasts are filled with milk, so too,
Moses and Aaron fill Israel with Torah. Just as the breasts, everything that the
woman eats, the baby eats and suckles from them, so too, all the Torah that
Moses our master studied, he taught to Aaron; that is what is written: “Moses
told Aaron all the words of the Lord” (Exodus 4:28).
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Numbers 9:7-8

(7) those householders said to them, “Impure though we are by reason of a
corpse, why must we be debarred from presenting Mi7”’s offering at its set time
with the rest of the Israelites?” (8) Moses said to them, “Stand by, and let me
hear what instructions 7> gives about you.”

N0 9270 By "wn

yNW? MUARIT 70703 — "MIYRWRY 1TRY" 007 0K D0 b
aiaRakaniniduivAla] ’mu ,710AN 72W WK -n‘?’ MWK ;337 7817
172U 0y 1270


https://www.sefaria.org/Shir_HaShirim_Rabbah.4.5.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Numbers.9.7-8
https://www.sefaria.org/Numbers.9.7-8
http://docs.google.com/topics/the-tetragrammaton
https://www.sefaria.org/Rashi_on_Numbers.9.7.1

Rashi on Numbers 9:7:1

Thereupon he said to them: “Stand still (i.e. wait a short time) and I will hear
[what the Lord will command concerning you]” — he said this with
confidence, like a pupil who is certain that he will get information from his
teacher at any time. Happy, indeed, is a human being (lit., one born of woman)
who may so confidently rely that at any time when he wishes to do so he may
speak with the Shechinah!
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Numbers 11:4-18

(4) The riffraff in their midst felt a gluttonous craving; and then the Israelites
wept and said, “If only we had meat to eat!... (11) And Moses said to M7, “Why
have You dealt ill with Your servant, and why have I not enjoyed Your favor,
that You have laid the burden of all this people upon me? (12) Did I produce all
these people, did I engender them, that You should say to me, ‘Carry them in
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your bosom as a caregiver carries an infant,’ to the land that You have
promised on oath to their fathers? (13) Where am I to get meat to give to all
this people, when they whine before me and say, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ (14) I
cannot carry all this people by myself, for it is too much for me...(16) Then M7
said to Moses, “Gather for Me seventy of Israel’s elders of whom you have
experience as elders and officers of the people, and bring them to the Tent of
Meeting and let them take their place there with you. (17) I will come down
and speak with you there, and I will draw upon the spirit that is on you and
putit upon them; they shall share the burden of the people with you, and you
shall not bear it alone. (18) And say to the people: Purify yourselves for
tomorrow and you shall eat meat, for you have kept whining before m77> and
saying, ‘If only we had meat to eat! Indeed, we were better off in Egypt!’ M1
will give you meat and you shall eat.
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Numbers 11:26

(26) Two of the participants, one named Eldad and the other Medad, had
remained in camp; yet the spirit rested upon them—they were among those
recorded, but they had not gone out to the Tent—and they spoke in ecstasy in
the camp.

N="T02 1AL, RPN WA

NI 7102 WiTRD DII°Y RIW TY MIRD DR X1 192 X1 (7)
(17,0 mmu) i1 NPANNA 1287071 AR 071713 200 DN

O ,PX1D7% NI 7102 WITRI D% 0K (XN 12 07T 27 0K
DX .0207WIR KA OW X7 OX1 2010 ,TRT NX DA 0773pn


http://docs.google.com/topics/the-tetragrammaton
https://www.sefaria.org/Numbers.11.26
https://www.sefaria.org/Numbers.11.26
https://www.sefaria.org/Midrash_Tanchuma,_Noach.3.4-5

nywn X201,700 DX 0079y 1192 2022w 1R %Y KRR
YW 1Dy 10N D’?D 1Y ,77IR0 DX DAR 1”7:773 D7 IR
TR DY Y 90K RPK DY KT YR YL 72 RU 2397
MR MY X1, NIRM NivRp NI3R PRITRT A2 Wi ,nD Yyaw
WiTRI 27INY *n KON ANIN -rmb PR ’5‘7 ,ANRIP ’mzw: WP
1 DX D2INT NRIW IR 9227 W) 9221 9325 23 R 73
(71,1 07127) TN 2323 qwna 2221 7229 23 PR

2°N2 117 X -rmbn 1IWH NN 1 712K TPRW TRY 10K 17907 ()
0°727) 7229 ’7;7 DI*77 187 P2IN WK 7PN 077277 707,170
11,7727 DRI 7RI 71 251 5y Syl -rmbn a1, oNY ()
W TIRW TR0

Midrash Tanchuma, Noach 3:4-5

(4) The Israelites did not accept the Torah until the Holy One, blessed be He,
arched the mountain over them like a vessel, as it is said: And they stood beneath
the mountain (Exod. 19:17). R. Dimi the son of Hama stated that the Holy One,
blessed be He, told Israel: If you accept the Torah, well and good; but if not,
your grave will be there. If you should say that He arched the mountain over
them because of the Written Law, isn’t it true that as soon as He said to them,
“Will you accept the Torah?” they all responded, “We will do and hear,”
because the Written Law was brief and required no striving and suffering, but
rather He threatened them because of the Oral Law. After all, it contains the
detailed explanations of the commandments, both simple and difficult, and it
is as severe as death, and as jealous as Sheol. One does not study the Oral Law
unless he loves the Holy One, blessed be He, with all his heart, with all his
soul, and with all his might, as it is said: And thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, with all thy soul, and with all thy might (Deut. 6:5).

(5) Whence do you learn that this word love refers only to studying (the Oral
Law). Observe what is written after this: And these words which I command thee
this day shall be upon thy heart (ibid., v. 6). What words are alluded to here? The
words of the Oral Law (Talmud), which are upon the heart. And Scripture says
immediately thereafter: And thou shalt teach it to thy children. It is the Oral Law
(Talmud) that must be taught.
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